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“The Bible in Its Entirety” 
Lesson #1 

 

 

Our focus in this lesson is to look at the Big Picture of Bible.  We want to focus on the major 

themes through the books and how they relate to one another.  Your reading of the text will 

greatly enhance our time together and better yet, bless your life immensely. 

 

 

1. The Bible is the written word of God, given to us by God’s Spirit through the hands of  

men. 

2 Pet 1:21  

2 Tim 3:16-17 

 

2. The Bible Contains        66         different books, written by         40           authors over a 

period of about 1600 years. 

 

3. The Old Testament is written largely in    Hebrew    with some portions in    Aramaic      . 

 

4. The New Testament was written in    Greek     . 

 

5. The word “Testament means       Covenant       or      Agreement     . 

 

 

The Old Testament contains    39    different books.  They are broken down into the following. 

 

OLD TESTMENT 

17 Historical Books 5 Wisdom Literature Books 17 Prophetical Books 

5 Books of 

Moses 

(Pentateuch) 

 

 

12 Books of 

History 

 

 

5 Books of Poetry 

 

5 Major Prophets 

12 Minor Prophets 

 

New Testament 

5 Foundational Books 21 Epistles 1 Book of Prophecy 

4 Gospels 1 Historical 
14 Letters to 

Churches 

5 Personal / 

Pastoral 

Letters 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
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The Break Down of the Books of the Bible 

 

Old Testament Books 
 

Pentateuch          Books of History        Books of Wisdom 

Genesis  Joshua   I Kings  Nehemiah  Job 

Exodus  Judges  II Kings Esther   Psalms 

Leviticus  Ruth  I Chronicles    Proverbs 

Numbers  I Samuel II Chronicles    Ecclesiastes 

Deuteronomy  II Samuel Ezra     Song of Solomon 

 

Major Prophets         Minor Prophets 

Isaiah     Joel  Habakkuk  

Jeremiah    Amos  Zephaniah 

Lamentations    Obadiah Haggai 

Ezekiel    Jonah  Zechariah 

Daniel     Micah  Malachi 

     Nahum  Hosea 

 

New Testament Books 
 

Gospels Historical    Epistles     

     (to churches)   (personal) (general) 

Matthew Acts  Romans Philippians  1 Timothy James 

Mark    I Corinthians Colossians  2 Timothy 1 Peter 

Luke    II Corinthians I Thessalonians Titus  2 Peter 

John    Galatians II Thessalonians Philemon 1,2,3 John 

    Ephesians    Hebrews Jude  

 

Prophecy 

Revelation 

 

Facts of the Bible: 
 

1. There are    1189    chapters in the Bible. 

2. There is    31,373     verses in the Bible. 

3. The longest chapter is     Ps  119   . 

4. The shortest chapter is    Ps 117   . 

 

The Bible begins with the creation of the world in Genesis and ends with the new creation of 

Heaven in Revelation.  Come Lord Jesus, Come! 
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“Genesis” 
Lesson # 2 

 

1. The Book of Genesis was written by       Moses     .  The meaning of the word “Genesis 

is:    Orgin      .  It tells of the beginning of most things except the origin of    God      . 

 

Key verse: 
NIV Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

 

2. Genesis has four major events recorded in it 

 A. Creation         : six days of creation of the world and man, 1 day of rest 

 B. Fall                : The sin of man and their removal from the garden of Eden 

 C. Flood             : The harden hearts of men resulted in God flooding the World 

 D. Nations          : The Scattering of the people at the Tower of Babel and the  

    beginning of the Hebrew Nation with Abraham 

 

3. Genesis has four major Characters in it. 

 A. Abraham       : Becomes the father of the Jewish nation 

 B. Isaac           : The promised child of God born to Abram & Sarai in their old age 

 C. Jacob           : The younger of the 2 sons of Isaac/become the father of the 12  

    tribes of Israel 

D. Joseph           : 2
nd

 youngest son of Jacob who rises to 2
nd

 in command in Egypt 

saving his whole family from the famine 

 

4. Creation: Genesis Chapter One 

 Day 1 vs 1:1-5 God created the heavens and earth and light and darkness 

 Day 2 vs 1:6-8 God separated the expanses of the heavens and sky/separated the  

    waters 

 Day 3 vs 1:9-13 God separated the land and the seas and caused vegetation to  

    grow 

 Day 4 vs 1:14-19 God created the sun, moon and stars 

 Day 5 vs 1:20-23 God created sea life and the birds 

 Day 6 vs 1:24-31 God created land creatures/with man as the apex (Adam and Eve) 

 Day 7    God rests from all His work   

  

Key verse: 
NIV Genesis 1:26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. 

 

5. The Fall:  Genesis Chapter 3 

A. The Serpent twists scripture deceiving Eve. 

B. Eve eats first then Adam takes and eats, both of their eyes are opened to their  

 nakedness. 

C. God calls for Adam (the head and the responsible party), they are cast out of 

Eden, judgment handed down by God. 
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1. Serpent         : Now crawls on belly/ nmity between his offspring and 

woman’s offspring. 

2. Eve          :   Increase in labor pains and desire for husband but will not 

rule over him. 

3. Adam            : Cursed is all of creation because of him.  Death now 

becomes a reality (both physical and spiritual), driven from the garden. 

Key verses: 
NIV Genesis 3:6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

 
NIV Genesis 3:19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since 
from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." 

 

6. The Flood:  Genesis Chapter 6 

 A. Man’s thoughts were evil all the time. 

 B. One man found favor in God’s Eyes.  (Noah) 

 C. Rains 40 days and nights, floods the world. 

 D. 8 Saved in the Ark.  (Noah, his wife,  three sons and their wives) 

 

Keys verses: 
NIV Genesis 6:8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 

 

7. Four Men: 

A. Abraham Chapters 12-23 

1. Was called out from Ur of the Chaldeans (pagan who believed in God 

YAHWEH).   

2. Trusted in God, was promised to become a great nation, promised to be 

blessed by God,  promised to make name great, promised that his seed 

would bless all nations, promised a son. 

 

Key verses: 
NIV Genesis 12:1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's 
household and go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I 
will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 

 

B. Isaac Chapters 24-26 

1. Was the promised child of God born to Sarah.  

2. Received Rebekah as his wife.   

3. Fathered two son Esau and Jacob (favored Esau) 

4. Tricked by Rebekah and Jacob into receiving Isaac’s blessing 

 

Key verse: 
NIV Genesis 22:12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that 
you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." 
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NIV Genesis 24:67 Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she 
became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death. 

 

C. Jacob Chapter 27-36 

1. Was the younger of twins born to Isaac and Rebekah. 

2. Cheats brother out of his birth rite and blessing and then flee to uncle’s. 

3. Works 7 years for Rachel as his wife but was cheated and given Leah.  

Worked another 7 years for Rachel hand. 

4. Wrestles with God and had name changed to Israel (meaning wrestles with 

God). 

5. Has 12 sons who become the nation of Israel (The Hebrews). 

Key verses: 
NIV Genesis 29:20 So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to 
him because of his love for her. 

 
NIV Genesis 29:30 Jacob lay with Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah. And he worked for 
Laban another seven years. 

 
NIV Genesis 32:28 Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have 
struggled with God and with men and have overcome." 

 

D. Joseph Chapter 37-50 

1. Was the 2
nd

 youngest son of Israel (Jacob) and the 1
st
 son born to Rachel. 

2. He was the favorite son of the 12. 

3. Sold into slavery by his brothers to the Ishmaelites. 

4. Interprets dreams/cup bearer/baker/ Pharaoh’s. 

5. Becomes 2
nd

 in charge of Egypt and saves Egypt from a famine. 

 

Key verses: 
NIV Genesis 39:2 The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his 
Egyptian master. 

 
NIV Genesis 39:20 Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's prisoners 
were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the LORD was with him; he showed him 
kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 

 
NIV Genesis 41:15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard 
it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it." 16 "I cannot do it," Joseph replied to 
Pharaoh, "but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires." 

 
NIV Genesis 50:15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if Joseph 
holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?" 16 So they sent word to 
Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 'This is what you are to say to 
Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so 
badly.' Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father." When their message came 
to him, Joseph wept. 18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your 
slaves," they said. 19 But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of 
many lives. 21 So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them 
and spoke kindly to them. 22 Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father's family. He lived a hundred 
and ten years 
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“Exodus” 
Lesson #3 

 

1. The Book of Exodus is about the bondage of the     Decedents   of Jacob in the land of 

Egypt. 

 

2. “Exodus” means:     The Outgoing    .    The Hebrews had been enslaved by the Egyptians 

for 430 years. 

 

3. The Book is broken down into three majors sections: 

A.   The Exodus       Chapters 1-18  Describes the power of God displayed through  

          plagues to cause Pharaoh to let the people leave the land. 

B.   The Law            Chapters 19-24 The giving of the Ten Commandments and the  

       Law on Mt Sinai. 

C. The Tabernacle   Chapters 25-40 The plans given by God for the forming of the  

    Tent of Meeting and all the items that the priest would use.  

 

4. The Enslavement: 

A. A new Pharaoh came to power who did not know Joseph and all that he had done 

to save Egypt from the famines. 

B. They feared that Hebrews would join the enemies of the Egyptians so they made 

slaves of them.  (Possibly the Hyksos) 

C. Baby boys were to be killed by midwives (but they feared God and did not obey)  

so Pharaoh order that the baby boys be thrown into the Nile. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Exodus 1:8 Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt. 
 
NIV Exodus 1:22 Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: "Every boy that is born you must throw 
into the Nile, but let every girl live." 

 

5. Moses: 

 A. Special Birth: 

  1. Born to a Levite family (Amram and Jochebed) and was hid for 3 months. 

  2. Placed in a basket and set among the reeds of the Nile where Pharaoh’s  

   daughter bathed.  (Miriam watched at a distance) 

3. Jochebed nursed Moses and then gave him over to her when he was a 

young boy. 

  4. Moses grew up in the house of Pharaoh as the son of Pharaoh’s  

   daughter. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Exodus 2:9 Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay 
you." So the woman took the baby and nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she took him to 
Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, "I drew him out of the 
water." 

B. The Fleeing To Midian: 

1. Moses had compassion for his people because of their suffering. 
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2. Kills an Egyptian task master for beating a Hebrew. 

3. Pharaoh tries to kill Moses, but he fled to Midian for safety. 

4. Meets Reuel (High Priest of Midian) and marries Zipporah his daughter. 

5. Becomes a shepherd. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Exodus 2:15 When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and 
went to live in Midian, where he sat down by a well. 

 

C. The Call of God: 

1. God calls to Moses from the burning bush. 

2. Remove sandals for the ground is holy ground. 

3. God calls himself the “I Am”. 

4. Send Moses to Pharaoh along with Aaron to demand the release of the 

Hebrew slaves to go and worship God. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Exodus 3:5 "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground." 

 
NIV Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM 
has sent me to you.'" 

  

6. The Exodus: 

 A. God sends ten plagues on the Egyptians because of the stubborn heart of Pharaoh. 

  1.Nile turned to Blood      (Magicians copy)  6.Boils    

  2.Frogs        (Magicians copy     7.Hails    

  3.Gnats      (Magicians say the finger of God) 8.Locust   

  4.Flies       9.Darkness for 3 days  

  5.Egyptian Livestock     10.Death of 1
st
 born males 

 

B. The Passover was the night that God struck down the 1
st
 born male in Egypt.  

Only the door posts with the blood of the lamb on them did God “Pass over” and 

spare the life of the 1
st
 born inside. 

 

C. Pharaoh concedes and releases the Hebrews after this last plague.  Then has a 

change of mind, pursues them and his army is drowned at the Red Sea. 

 

7. The Wilderness: 

 A. God provided water from the rock. 

 B. God provided Manna & Quail (only good for that day) 

 C. God gives the Law on Mt Sinai (Ten Commandments) 

  1. No Other Gods   6. Do Not Murder 

  2. No idols    7. Do not Commit Adultery 

  3. Do not misuse the Lord’s Name 8. Do not steal 

  4. Remember the Sabbath  9. Do not lie 

  5. Honor parents    10. Do not covet 
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Keys Verses: 
NIV Exodus 20:1 And God spoke all these words: 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 "You shall have no other gods before me. 4 "You shall not make for 
yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 
You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing 
the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7 "You shall 
not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his 
name. 8 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, 
nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your 
gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 12 "Honor 
your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 13 
"You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 15 "You shall not steal. 16 "You shall not give 
false testimony against your neighbor. 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor." 

 

8. The Tabernacle: 

 A. Built with the spoils of Egypt that was taken during the exodus. 

 B. Largest section of scripture on a single subject. 

 C. The people were so generous that they had to be restrained in their offering. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Exodus 36:6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: "No man or 
woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary." And so the people were restrained from 
bringing more, 7 because what they already had was more than enough to do all the work. 
 

 
1.Brazen Altar   The place where the sacrifices were burned. 

2.Basin   The place where the Priest washed before entering the Tabernacle. 

3.Table of Shewbread The Table for The Bread of the Presence, 12 loaves (1 for each tribe).  

4.Candlestick  The Candlestick that was to burn continuously. 

5.Altar of Incense  The Altar of Incense, God gave recipes for the incense. 

6.Ark   The Ark of Covenant where the tablets were kept.  

Holy of Holies The Holy Place 
 

Tabernacle  

1 2 

3 

4 
5 

6 
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1. The Altar: 

Purpose: To burn the sacrifices for atonement of sins. 
 
NIV Exodus 27:1 "Build an altar of acacia wood, three cubits high; it is to be square, five cubits 
long and five cubits wide. 2 Make a horn at each of the four corners, so that the horns and the 
altar are of one piece, and overlay the altar with bronze. 3 Make all its utensils of bronze-- its pots 
to remove the ashes, and its shovels, sprinkling bowls, meat forks and firepans. 4 Make a grating 
for it, a bronze network, and make a bronze ring at each of the four corners of the network. 5 Put 
it under the ledge of the altar so that it is halfway up the altar. 6 Make poles of acacia wood for 
the altar and overlay them with bronze. 7 The poles are to be inserted into the rings so they will 
be on two sides of the altar when it is carried. 8 Make the altar hollow, out of boards. It is to be 
made just as you were shown on the mountain. 

 
NIV Leviticus 1:7 The sons of Aaron the priest are to put fire on the altar and arrange wood on the 
fire. 8 Then Aaron's sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, including the head and the fat, on 
the burning wood that is on the altar. 9 He is to wash the inner parts and the legs with water, and 
the priest is to burn all of it on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma 
pleasing to the LORD. 

 

2. The Basin: 

 Purpose: For the washing and purifying of the priest. 

 
NIV Exodus 30:18 "Make a bronze basin, with its bronze stand, for washing. Place it between the 
Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 19 Aaron and his sons are to wash their hands 
and feet with water from it. 20 Whenever they enter the Tent of Meeting, they shall wash with 
water so that they will not die. Also, when they approach the altar to minister by presenting an 
offering made to the LORD by fire, 21 they shall wash their hands and feet so that they will not 
die. This is to be a lasting ordinance for Aaron and his descendants for the generations to come." 

 

3. The Table of Bread of the Presence: 

 Purpose: 12 Loaves of bread that were to be constantly before the Lord.  Fed the 

priest. 

  
NIV Leviticus 24:5 "Take fine flour and bake twelve loaves of bread, using two-tenths of an ephah 
for each loaf. 6 Set them in two rows, six in each row, on the table of pure gold before the LORD. 
7 Along each row put some pure incense as a memorial portion to represent the bread and to be 
an offering made to the LORD by fire. 8 This bread is to be set out before the LORD regularly, 
Sabbath after Sabbath, on behalf of the Israelites, as a lasting covenant. 

 

4. The Candle stand: 

 Purpose: Gave light in the Tabernacle was to burn all night long. 

  
NIV Exodus 25:31 "Make a lampstand of pure gold and hammer it out, base and shaft; its 
flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms shall be of one piece with it. 32 Six branches are to extend 
from the sides of the lampstand-- three on one side and three on the other. 

 

5. The Altar of Incense: 

 Purpose: Fragrant offering to God. 

 
NIV Exodus 30:7 "Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the altar every morning when he tends 
the lamps. 8 He must burn incense again when he lights the lamps at twilight so incense will burn 
regularly before the LORD for the generations to come. 9 Do not offer on this altar any other 
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incense or any burnt offering or grain offering, and do not pour a drink offering on it. 10 Once a 
year Aaron shall make atonement on its horns. This annual atonement must be made with the 
blood of the atoning sin offering for the generations to come. It is most holy to the LORD." 

 

6. The Ark of the Covenant: 

 Purpose: Held the Tablets of the Law, Manna and Aarons rod.  Mercy Seat of God. 

 
NIV Exodus 25:10 "Have them make a chest of acacia wood-- two and a half cubits long, a cubit 
and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. 11 Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and 
make a gold molding around it. 12 Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with 
two rings on one side and two rings on the other. 13 Then make poles of acacia wood and 
overlay them with gold. 14 Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the chest to carry it. 15 
The poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to be removed. 16 Then put in the ark 
the Testimony, which I will give you. 17 "Make an atonement cover of pure gold-- two and a half 
cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 18 And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the 
ends of the cover. 19 Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make 
the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. 20 The cherubim are to have their 
wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, 
looking toward the cover. 21 Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the Testimony, 
which I will give you. 22 There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark 
of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites. 

 
NIV Leviticus 16:15 "He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and take 
its blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull's blood: He shall sprinkle it on the 
atonement cover and in front of it. 

 
NIV Leviticus 16:34 "This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: Atonement is to be made once a 
year for all the sins of the Israelites." And it was done, as the LORD commanded Moses. 

 

The New Testament Revealed in the Tabernacle 
 

Altar:    (The Cross) 
 
NIV Hebrews 9:26 Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the 
world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the 
sacrifice of himself. 

 

The Basin (Baptism) 
 
NIV Acts 2:38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Holy Place (The Church) 
 
NIV Acts 2:41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to their number that day. 

 

The Bread (Lord’s Supper) 
 
NIV Matthew 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks 
and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which 
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is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the 
vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

 

The Lamp Stand (Believer are to be the light to the world) 
 
NIV John 9:5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 

 
NIV Matthew 5:14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. 

 

The Altar of Incense (Our prayer are a fragrance rising towards God) 
 
NIV Revelation 5:8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 
fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 

 

Holy of Holies  (Heaven) 
 
NIV Hebrews 9:12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the 
Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 
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The Altar foreshadowed the Cross where 
the Lamb of God would be scarified. 

The Priest washed at the Basin before entering 
the Holy Place we are washed in Baptism when 

we enter the church. 

The Bread of the 

Presence foreshadowed 

the New Bread of the 

Lord’s Supper. 

The Altar incense 

was a burning 

fragrance unto 

God, Today our 

prayers ascend to 

the Father as a 

fragrant aroma. 

The Candlestick was to burn 

all night in the Tabernacle, 

Jesus told his disciples to let 

our light shine before all 

men. 

The blood from the Sacrifice was sprinkled on the Mercy 

seat of God, Jesus shed his own blood for the sin of all 

the world. 

Items in the Holy Place of the Tabernacle – (The N.T. 
Church) 

Holy of Holies 
(Heaven) 

The Holy Place 
(The N.T. Church) 

Tabernacle  
(The Presence of God) 

Basin 
(Baptism

) 

The Altar 
(The 

Cross) 

We enter as 
sinners 
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Leviticus 
Lesson #4 

 

1. The name of the book comes from the tribe of  Levi.  They were one of the 12 tribes of 

Israel from which all the priest would come. 

 

2. The major theme of the book of Leviticus is Atonement for sins. 

 a. Chapters 1-17  The Way to God. 

 b. Chapters 18-27 The Walk with God. 

 

The Way to God: 

 

3. God establishes the priest ood starting with Moses’ brother Aaron and his four sons.  

They functioned as mediators between the people and God. 

 

      God 

   Prophets    Priest 

  

           Man 

 

4. There are five types of offerings that the people were to make before the Lord. 

 a. The Bunt offering This was an offering of dedication (There were  

     daily burnt offerings). 

 b. The Meal Offering This was an offering of daily devotion. 

 c. The Peace Offering This was an offering of thanksgiving (fellowship  

     with God). 

 d. The Sin Offering This offering is for expiation.  (the person come as a  

     convicted sinner instead of a worshiper of God) 

 e. The Guilt Offering This is an offering for clearing the conscious and  

     restitution to the offended.  

 

5. Nadab  and  Abihu are consumed by God with fire for offering “strange fire”.   

 

Key Verse: Lev 10:2-3 
NIV Leviticus 10:2 So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died 
before the LORD. 3 Moses then said to Aaron, "This is what the LORD spoke of when he said: "'Among 
those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.'" Aaron 
remained silent. 

 

The Walk with God: 

 

6. The walking with God is denoted by living a Holy life. 

 a. Chapters 18-20 A Holy People  Laws about cleanliness, diet and  

immoral acts to keep the people  

separate from the those in the land  

they were going. 
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 b. Chapters 21-22 A Holy Priest  Must not defile themselves or  

        marry a defiled woman.   

        (High Priest must marry a virgin) 

 c. Chapter  23  Holy Feasts  The feast reminded the people of  

        the provision and exodus that God  

        brought to them. 

 

7. Feast of Passover: This feast celebrated the freedom from bondage in Egypt when  

God struck down the first born and “passed over” the houses that  

had the blood on the door post. 

 

 Feast of Unleavened Bread This feast followed immediately after Passover (and is  

sometimes considered part of it).  Passover lasted 1 day 

while this feast lasted 7. 

 

 Feast of First Fruits This feast marked the beginning of the harvest. 

 

 Feast of Pentecost This feast occurred 50 days after the feast of the first fruits. 

 

 Feast of Trumpets This feast was a day of rest during the 7
th

 month. 

 

 Day of Atonement This was the high day for Israel to confess her sins and make  

    atonement for them.  It followed 10 days after the feast of  

    trumpets. 

 

 Feast of Tabernacles This feast celebrated the completion of the harvest and was the  

    final religious celebration of the year. 

 

8. Every 7
th

 year was a Sabbatical year where the land was not worked.  Only crops that 

grew naturally were to be harvested. 

 

9. Year of Jubilee was a 50
th

 year celebration that brought liberation to land, property, 

servants and slaves. 

 

Key verse: Leviticus 25:23-25 
NIV Leviticus 25:23 "'The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but 
aliens and my tenants. 24 Throughout the country that you hold as a possession, you must provide for the 
redemption of the land. 25 "'If one of your countrymen becomes poor and sells some of his property, his 
nearest relative is to come and redeem what his countryman has sold. 

 

Key verse: Leviticus 27:30-34 
NIV Leviticus 27:30 "'A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, 
belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.  



 15 

Numbers 

(Lesson #5) 

 

1. The Book of Numbers receives its name from the Greek word Arithmai which when 

translated into Latin is Numeri from which we get the English word Numbers.  This book 

is sometimes called the book of Murmurs because of the constant complaining from the 

Israelites.   

 

2. Two  Censuses are taken in the book of Numbers.  No real change between them. 

 

3. God will lead the people by a pillar of cloud during the day and pillar of fire during the 

night. 

 

Key Verse:  
NIV Numbers 9:15 On the day the tabernacle, the Tent of the Testimony, was set up, the cloud covered it. 
From evening till morning the cloud above the tabernacle looked like fire. 16 That is how it continued to 
be; the cloud covered it, and at night it looked like fire. 17 Whenever the cloud lifted from above the Tent, 
the Israelites set out; wherever the cloud settled, the Israelites encamped. 

 

4. Jealousy crept into the heart of Moses’ brother Aaron and his sister Miriam.   

 a. They initially complain because Moses has taken a Cushite wife. 

 b. Later in the text their real purpose is revealed.  They are jealous of Moses being  

  the only leader of the people. 

c. As punishment for this God strikes Miriam with leprosy and she is forced to live 

outside of the camp for seven days. 

 
NIV Numbers 12:1 Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had 
married a Cushite. 2 "Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken 
through us?" And the LORD heard this. 

 

5. Twelve spies are sent in the land of Canaan to scout out the territory and bring back a 

report.  (According to Deut. 1:19-25 Moses wanted to go on in to the land but the people 

desired to send out spies first.) 

a. The spies came back and report that the land was indeed flowing with “milk and 

honey,” but that the land could not be taken.  There were walled cities and 

“Giants” in the land. 

 b. Only Joshua and Caleb brought back positive reports. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Numbers 13:30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take 
possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." 
 
NIV Numbers 13:31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are 
stronger than we are." 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had 
explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of 
great size. 

 

6. As punishment for their lack of faith God decreed that every man 20 years old and older 

would die in the wilderness and not enter the Promised Land.   
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a. They were cursed to wander in the wilderness for 40 years.  One year for each of 

the days they explored the land. 

b. The Israelites decided against Moses’ advice, tried to enter the land any way, 

were defeated by the Amalekites and Canaanites and driven back. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Numbers 14:44 Nevertheless, in their presumption they went up toward the high hill country, though 
neither Moses nor the ark of the LORD's covenant moved from the camp. 45 Then the Amalekites and 
Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down and attacked them and beat them down all the way 
to Hormah. 

 

7. Moses’ Down Fall. 

a. The Israelites were encamped at Kadesh, and the people began to complain again 

that there was no water. 

b. Moses was told to speak to the rock and water would come forth from it.  In his 

frustration with the people though Moses Struck the rock saying “Must We bring 

you water…” 

c. Because of Moses failure, he was not allowed to enter the Promised Land. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Numbers 20:10 He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to 
them, "Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?" 11 Then Moses raised his arm and 
struck the rock twice with his staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank. 

 

8. The people complained again about the “miserable food” and spoke out against Moses  

bringing on them the plague of venomous serpents. 

a. Moses interceded and raised a bronze snake on a pole and the people who looked 

towards the serpent were healed.  (Jesus equated this event to his crucifixion) 

 

9. The Moabites were terrified at the success God was giving to the Israelites in battle as 

they approached the river Jordan.   

a. So Balak King of Moab tried to entice Balaam a native diviner of the land to place 

a curse on the Israelites.   

b. God used an angel to block the path of Balaam’s donkey and caused the donkey 

to speak. 

c. Balaam’s eyes were opened and he blessed Israel instead of cursing them. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Numbers 22:31 Then the LORD opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing 
in the road with his sword drawn. So he bowed low and fell facedown. 

 

10. As the book of Numbers closes Moses commanded that six towns be given to the Levites 

as “Cities of Refuge”. 

a. These towns were safe havens for someone who had killed a person to flee to so 

that they would be protected until a fair trial could be held. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Numbers 35:12 They will be places of refuge from the avenger, so that a person accused of murder 
may not die before he stands trial before the assembly. 
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Deuteronomy 
(Lesson #6) 

 

1. The Name of this book comes from two Greek words,  Deuteros and Nomos  which are 

translated second and law respectively.  Thus the title Deuteronomy is a second giving of 

the Law of God. 

 

2. The Law was given a second time to remind the new generation of the ten commands and 

the Law given to Moses at Mt. Sinai.  The first generation died off in the desert because 

of their disobedience. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Deuteronomy 1:34 When the LORD heard what you said, he was angry and solemnly swore: 35 "Not 
a man of this evil generation shall see the good land I swore to give your forefathers, 36 except Caleb son 
of Jephunneh. He will see it, and I will give him and his descendants the land he set his feet on, because 
he followed the LORD wholeheartedly." 37 Because of you the LORD became angry with me also and 
said, "You shall not enter it, either. 

 

The Remembrance of God’s Hand in the Past   (Chapters 1-4) 

 

3. Moses begins the book of Deuteronomy by reminding the Israelites of their struggles in 

the wilderness.   It was because of their disobedience and lack of faith from the spies 

report that they did not enter the land earlier.  Yet even in this struggle, God provided for 

them and gave them victories of kings in the wilderness.   

Key Verses: 
NIV Deuteronomy 4:1 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so 
that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, 
is giving you. 2 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of 
the LORD your God that I give you. 

 
NIV Deuteronomy 4:9 Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things 
your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and 
to their children after them. 

 

The Command to Obey God’s Law in the Present   (Chapters 4-26) 

 

4. The primary command repeated throughout the Bibles is that “God alone in Sovereign.”  

No matter whether Jews of the O.T. or Christians of the N.T. there is no room for 

idolatry. 

 

5. Moses will give the Ten Commandments a second time to the Israelites. 

 

6. Moses reminds the Children of Israel that a healthy obedience of God begins by first 

having a righteous fear of the Lord. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the 
LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul, 13 and to observe the LORD's commands and decrees that I am giving you today for 
your own good? 
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7. God knew that the Israelites would reject His leadership in the future and ask for a king 

yet they were not without regulation for this tragic future.  God’s decree was to ensured 

that no king was to be above the Law of God. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Deuteronomy 17:18 When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a 
copy of this law, taken from that of the priests, who are Levites. 19 It is to be with him, and he is to read it 
all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words 
of this law and these decrees 20 and not consider himself better than his brothers and turn from the law 
to the right or to the left. Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel. 

 

The Warnings of forgetting God’s Law in the Future   (Chapters 27-30) 
 

8. The Law was to be written on stones as soon as the Israelites passed through the Jordan 

River.  They were to erect an altar on Mt Ebal and Gerizim and pronounce the blessings 

and curses for those who obey the Law and for those who disobey.   

 

9. Moses lays a simple offer before the people.  They could choose Life by following all of 

God’s Commands or chose Death by rejecting His Law and decrees.    

Key Verses: 
NIV Deuteronomy 30:11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your 
reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, "Who will ascend into heaven to get it and 
proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, "Who will cross 
the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" 14 No, the word is very near you; it is in your 
mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. 15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
destruction. 16 For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in 
the land you are entering to possess. 

 

The Final Words of Moses   (Chapters 31-34) 

 

10. Moses tells the people that he will not be with them in the promise land, but God will be 

with them and will give them victory. God says only be strong and courageous then he 

names Joshua as his successor. 

 

11. Moses reminds the people about canceling debts for their fellow Israelites every 7 th 

year. 

 

12. God allows Moses to see the Promise Land from Mt Nebo and then Moses dies and God 

buries him at the age of 120 years old. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Deuteronomy 34:1 Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, 
across from Jericho. There the LORD showed him the whole land-- from Gilead to Dan,….' I have let you 
see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it." 5 And Moses the servant of the LORD died there 
in Moab, as the LORD had said. 6 He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this 
day no one knows where his grave is 
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Joshua 
(Lesson #7) 

 

1. The title of Joshua comes from the new leader of the Israelites who would lead in the 

conquest of the land of Canaan.  The name Joshua means God Saves.   He was one of 

only two men from the wilderness generation who crossed over to the Promised Land. 

 

2. The Book of Joshua can be divided up into three main sections: 

 A The preparations and entering of the land.  Chapter 1-5 

 B. The conquest of the land.    Chapter 6-12 

 C. The division of the land.    Chapter 13-24 

 

3. The Lord Commanded Joshua to be Strong and Courageous when entering the Promised 

Land for He would be with them and give them victory. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Joshua 1:5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, 
so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.  6 "Be strong and courageous, because you 
will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. :7 Be strong and very 
courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or 
to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go…  9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 
wherever you go." 

 

4. Two spies were sent to scout out the city of Jericho and while there they found safety in 

the home of Rehab who was a prostitute in that city. 

 a. Rehab feared the Lord and recognized His sovereignty. 

 b. Rehab asked for kindness for her and her family for hiding the spies. 

 c. Rehab was brought into the Israelite nation after the destruction of the city. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Joshua 2:11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone's courage failed because of you, 
for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 
 
NIV Joshua 6:25 But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, 
because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho-- and she lives among the Israelites to this 
day. 

 

5. God caused the waters of the Jordan River to stop flowing when the priest carrying the 

Ark of the Covenant stepped into the water.  The whole nation crossed over on dry land. 

 

6. Joshua will institute the covenant of circumcision before the conquest was to begin. 

 a. God gave circumcision as a symbol of promise to Abraham and his descendant. 

 b. No one was circumcised during the wondering in the wilderness. 

 

7. Jericho was the first city taken during the conquest.  All of it’s spoils were to be left 

except the Gold  which was dedicated to God. 

 a. The Army marched around the city one time a day for seven days. 
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 b. On the seventh day they marched around seven times and blew trumpets. 

c. People shouted and the walls fell and the city was destroyed, all except Rehab’s 

family. 

 

8. The Israelites suffered a great defeat at Ai the second city to be conquered because of 

Achan’s sin. 

a. After the defeat, Joshua seeks the Lord in prayer.  God tells him to find the sin in 

the camp. 

b. The next day Joshua assembles all the tribes and clans and God revealed that 

Achan was the one who took the Babylonia garment, the 200 pieces of silver and 

the wedge of gold. 

c. Achan and all his family were stoned.  Their remains along with the stolen 

articles, and their possessions were burned. Then stones were piled up on their 

ashes. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Joshua 7:11 Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. 
They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with 
their own possessions. 12 That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their 
backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless 
you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 

 

9. The Gibeonites tricked Joshua into making a treaty with them. 

 a. They pretended to be from a far country. 

 b. Joshua made a treaty with them without first seeking guidance from God. 

c. When they are attacked God will send two miracles (hail stones & the stopping of 

the sun) to bring victory to the Israelites. 
 

Key Verse: 
NIV Joshua 9:14 The men of Israel sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the LORD. 

 

10. Caleb at the age of 85 years old leads the attack of the final major battle of the conquest 

for the city of Hebron. 
 

Key Verses: 
NIV Joshua 14:10 "Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since 
the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the desert. So here I am today, eighty-five 
years old! 11 I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I'm just as vigorous to go out to 
battle now as I was then 

 

11. The land is divided up by the drawing of lots and  6 cities of refuge are set up for the 

Levites, three on each side of the Jordan River. 
 

12. Joshua gives his farewell address to the people at the age of 120. 

 a. Joshua reminds them of God’s power in giving them victories. 

 b. He challenges them to be strong and courageous like God said to him earlier. 

 c. He boldly declares the stand that he and his house would make for God. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Joshua 24:15 …. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." 
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Judges / Ruth 
(Lesson #8) 

 

1. Judges takes its name from the main characters of the book.  God would raise up a 

servant to “Judge” over Israel and bring them back to the obedience of God. 

 

2. The structure of the book is a series of rises and falls ultimately declining as the book 

moves along.  

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Judges 2:16 Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders. 17 
Yet they would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. 
Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the way in which their fathers had walked, the way of 
obedience to the LORD's commands. 

 

3. There are 14 named Judges in the book and  6  major declines into sin and idolatry. 

 

4. The Israelites struggled in the land because they failed to continue to drive out the 

Canaanite tribes.  So God removed his favor from them and used the people as test to see 

if they would remain obedient to His word. 

 
Key Verse: 
NIV Judges 2:3 Now therefore I tell you that I will not drive them out before you; they will be thorns in your 
sides and their gods will be a snare to you." 

 

Six named Apostasy of Israel 

 

I. Judges 3:5-8 

 a. The sinful action: The Israelites inter-married and follow after foreign    gods.  

 b. God’s wrath:  God sold them into the hands of the King of Aram. 

 c. The people’s cry: Jg 2:9ff “But when they cried out to the Lord,… 

d. Judge raised up: Othniel, the nephew of Caleb and later his son-in-law.   

    Defeats the King of Aram 

e. Peace for 40 years. 

 

II. Judges 3:12-30 

 a. The sinful action: Sin is unnamed.  “They did evil in the eyes of the Lord” 

 b. God’s wrath:  God allows the King of Moab to conquer them. 

 c. The people’s cry: Jg 3:15  “Again the Israelites cried out to God…” 

 d. Judge raised up: Ehud,  kills the king while left alone in his chambers. 

 e. Peace for 80 years. 

 

III. Judges 4:1-5:31 

 a. The sinful action: Sin is unnamed.  “…the Israelites once again did evil in the  

     eyes of the Lord.” 

 b. God’s wrath:  Sold into the hands of Jabin King of Canaan from Hazor. 

 c. The people’s cry: “…had cruelly oppressed the Israelites for twenty years,  
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     they cried to the Lord for help.” 

 d. Judge raised up: Deborah goes with Barak to attack Sisera.  He was killed  

     by Jael (drives a tent peg through head)  victory credit goes  

     to a woman. 

d. Peace for 40 years. 

 

IV. Judges 6:1-8:35   

 a. The sinful action: Sin unnamed  “Again the Israelite did evil…” 

 b. God’s wrath:  Given into the hands of the Midianites. 

 c. The people’s cry: “midianites so impoverished the Israelites that they cried  

     out to the Lord for help” 

d. Judge raised up: Gideon  (sought confirmation from God with a fleece & fire  

 that consumed the altar.)  Wins the battle with only 300 

men. 

 e. Peace for 40 years  

 

V. Judges 10:6-12:7 

 a. The sinful action: “They served the Baals and the Ashtoreths …” 

 b. God’s wrath:  Sold them into the hands of the Philistines. 

 c. The peoples cry: “We have sinned against you, forsaking our God and  

     serving the Baals. 

d. Judge raised up: Jephthah,  win victory over oppressors but makes a hasty  

    promise to the Lord and his daughter became the object of  

    his promise. 

e. Peace for 6 years. 

 

VI. Judges 13:1-16:31 

 a. The sinful action: Sin unnamed “again the Israelites did evil…” 

 b. God’s wrath:  The people were oppressed by the Philistines 

 c. The peoples cry: No cry is recorded 

 d. Judge raised up: God raised up Samson to begin the deliverance from the  

     Philistines (power was from God as long as he kept  

     Nazirite vow) 

 e. He lead Israel for 20 years. 

Ruth 
   

1. The name comes from the Moabite woman who would become the father of Obed. 

 

2. Ruth had uncommon devotion to Naomi her mother in-law. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Ruth 1:16 But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will 
go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 

 

3. The story of Ruth is an example of the Kinsmen redeemer and a foreshadowing of Jesus 

as our ultimate kinsmen redeemer. 

 

4. From the line of Boaz and Ruth will come King David and eventually Jesus. 
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1
st
 Samuel 

(Lesson #9) 

 

1. This book takes its name from the last of the Judges, Samuel who was born to Hannah. 

 

2. The main structure of the book is broken down into three sections 

 A. The life of Samuel the prophet Chapters 1-8 

 B. The first King of Israel Saul  Chapters 8-15 

 C. The new King David   Chapters 16-31 

 

3. The major theme of the book is:  “Give us a king like the other nations.” 

 

Samuel 
4. Hannah was one of two wives of Elkanah who had not yet borne a child.  She prayed so 

fervently in the tabernacle that they thought she was drunk.  However the Lord knew her 

heart and answered her pray for a child and Samuel was born. 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Samuel 1:19 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD and then went 
back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered her. 20 So 
in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, 
"Because I asked the LORD for him." 

 

5. Hannah will dedicate the boy to the Lord and after weened he is taken to live with Eli the 

High priest at Shiloh. 

 

6. As a young boy Samuel is awaken by the voice of God calling him in the Tabernacle. 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Samuel 3:10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" 
Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 

 

7. Samuel will eventually become the High Priest because Eli’s son Hophni and Phinehas  

did evil in the eyes of the Lord and are killed in battle.  Upon hearing the Ark of the Lord 

was captured Eli will fall and break his neck. 

 

8. Samuel’s second main role will be to anointed the new king. 

 

9. Samuel appoints his two son’s Joel and Abijah as judges over Israel, however they did 

not walk in his ways.  They were dishonest and perverted justice.  This caused the people 

to ask for a king. 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Samuel 8:5 They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a 
king to lead us, such as all the other nations have." 

 

Saul 
10. Saul starts out humbly but the longer he is king his pride becomes his downfall. 
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Key Verse: 
 
NIV 1 Samuel 9:21 Saul answered, "But am I not a Benjamite, from the smallest tribe of Israel, and is not 
my clan the least of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why do you say such a thing to me?" 

 

11. Saul will begin with some great victories for Israel over the Ammonites at Jabesh Gilead. 
 

12. Saul’s real personality is revealed at Micmash when he will offer a burnt offering to the 

Lord.  (Something that was only to be done by the priest.) 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Samuel 13:11 "What have you done?" asked Samuel. Saul replied, "When I saw that the men were 
scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at 
Micmash, 12 I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought 
the LORD's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering." 13 "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. 
"You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established 
your kingdom over Israel for all time. 14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out 
a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD's 
command." 

 

13. Saul is rejected as king by God because of his lack of obedience when dealing with the 

Amalekites.  He was instructed to kill all, and yet Saul took the best of the spoils for 

himself and spared king Agag’s life. 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Samuel 15:22 But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as 
much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the 
fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because 
you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king." 

 

14. Saul will later commit suicide during a battle where he was wounded to prevent his 

capture. 
 

David 
15. David is a shepherd boy and the youngest of the eight sons of Jesse. 
 

16. David is anointed king by Samuel and from that point on the Spirit of the Lord was upon 

him.  Yet he was not to take the throne until the death of Saul. 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Samuel 16:13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and 
from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. 
 

17. David’s first great victory and recognition is in the battle with Goliath.  David defeats 

him with a sling and one stone. 

Key verse: 
NIV 1 Samuel 17:45 David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, 
but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 
have defied. 
 

18. Saul is extremely jealous of David and he has to flee for his safety eventually living 

among the Philistines. 
 

19. In all his troubles, David found a companion and true friend in Saul’s son  Jonathan. 
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2
nd

 Samuel 
(Lesson #10) 

 

1. The book of 2
nd

 Samuel is the account of King David’s reign. 

 a. David’s reign as king will total 40 Years. 

  1. 7 ½   Years as King of Hebron 

  2. 32 ½ Years as King of all Israel 

 

 b. The Book Divisions 

  1. Chapters 1-4    Civil War 

  2. Chapters 5-10    David’s triumphs 

  3. Chapters 11-12  David’s sin with Bathsheba 

  4. Chapters 13-20  David’s troubles as a result 

  5. Chapters 21-24  David’s final thoughts and actions as King 

 

2. When David learns about King Saul’s death he mourns for him.  The Amalekite who lied 

about killing Saul, thinking he was going to be praised by David, was put to death for not 

fearing the Lord’s anointed. 

 

 Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Samuel 1:11 Then David and all the men with him took hold of their clothes and tore them. 12 They 
mourned and wept and fasted till evening for Saul and his son Jonathan, and for the army of the LORD 
and the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword. 13 David said to the young man who 
brought him the report, "Where are you from?" "I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite," he answered. 14 
David asked him, "Why were you not afraid to lift your hand to destroy the LORD's anointed?" 

 

3. David’s men will battle with Ish-Bosheth son of Saul for the Kingship of Israel.  Joab 

(Commander of David’s men) would fight against Abner (commander of Ish-Bosheth’s 

men).  Eventually Joab will murder Abner outside the city gates of Hebron (one of the six 

cities of refuge) and David will become King of all Israel. 
 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Samuel 3:27 Now when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside into the gateway, as 
though to speak with him privately. And there, to avenge the blood of his brother Asahel, Joab stabbed 
him in the stomach, and he died. 

 

4. David decided after great success in battle to bring the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem.  

The Ark was placed on a Cart pulled by a team of oxen and while going over the 

threshing floor of Nacon the team stumbled.  Fearing the Ark would fall Uzzah reached 

out to steady it and God’s anger burned against him and he was struck dead.  The Ark 

was then placed in the home of Obed-edom. 
 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Samuel 6:6 When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of 
the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. 7 The LORD's anger burned against Uzzah because of his 
irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the ark of God. 

 

5. David will make plans to build a temple, but is not allowed because of all the bloodshed. 
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Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Samuel 7:12 When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring 
to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one 
who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

 

6. David will show great kindness to Jonathan’s crippled son Mephibosheth.  He restored all 

that belonged to Saul to him and he ate at the table of King David all the days of his life 

as a son of the king. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Samuel 9:7 "Don't be afraid," David said to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of 
your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will 
always eat at my table." 

 

7. David’s downfall and decline as a great king begins with the sin with Bathsheba. 

 a. David’s men are battling, yet he remained in Jerusalem. 

 b. He spies Bathsheba bathing at night from the roof top and lust takes hold. 

 c. He enquires of her and has her brought to him and has sex with her. 

d. She conceives, Uriah the Hittie (husband) is brought back from battle hoping to 

cover the sin of David. 

e. He refuses to lie with Bathsheba out of loyalty to troops.  (even after drunk will 

not change his mind) 

 f. David sends him back and orders for Uriah to be placed where he can be killed. 

 g. Nathan the prophet reveals David’s sin by telling a story of the ewe lamb. 

 h. David repents, mourns, child dies. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Samuel 12:5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, "As surely as the LORD 
lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did 
such a thing and had no pity." 
 
NIV 2 Samuel 12:13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan replied, "The 
LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 14 But because by doing this you have made 
the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die."  

 

8. Because of David’s sin, his house will be struck with trouble the rest of his days. 

 a. Child from the adultery dies 

b. David’s son Ammon will rape his half sister Tamar and Absolom will kill him. 

c. Absolom will try to overtake the throne from David (he flees Jerasulem.) His hair 

gets caught in a tree, and he is killed by Joab. 

d. Adonijah will ask for one of David’s concubines, and Solomon will execute him. 

 

9. David will take a census.  This angered God and He gives David three choices of 

punishment, David does not choose so God sends 3 days of pestilence.  God will stop the 

pestilence before Jerusalem.  David will buy the land and build an altar at that spot.   

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Samuel 24:24 But the king replied to Araunah, "No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to 
the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing." So David bought the threshing floor and the 
oxen and paid fifty shekels of silver for them.  
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1
st
 Kings & 2

nd
 Kings 

(Lesson #11) 

 

1. The books of 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Kings deals with the ending of the monarchy rule and the 

downward spiral of the divided  kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 

 

2. As King David neared his death Adonijah, one of his sons, will assert himself as king.  

Nathan the Prophet will tell Bathsheba to go and speak with the King and remind him 

that he promised that Solomon would sit on the throne after him. 

 

 

3. King Solomon will ask of God in a dream to give him wisdom  to rule the people well.   

a. That wisdom was later exemplified in the story of two women arguing over who 

was the rightful mother of the living baby.  Solomon will judge to cut the baby 

into two and thus revealed the true mother. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Kings 3:10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, "Since 
you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your 
enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have asked. I will give you a 
wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 

 

4. Solomon will complete the building of the temple for the Lord in  Seven  years.   

a. The temple was elaborate with cedar from Lebanon, Cut stones and over laid 

walls of gold with brass pillars. 

b. Solomon sacrificed so many animals at the dedication that they could not count 

them. 

c. The Ark of the Covenant was brought to the temple by the priest in the proper 

manner and God came and filled the temple. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Kings 8:9 There was nothing in the ark except the two stone tablets that Moses had placed in it at 
Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the Israelites after they came out of Egypt. 10 When the 
priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the LORD. 11 And the priests could 
not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled his temple.  
 

 

              
 



 28 

5. God appeared to Solomon a second time and warned again Israel’s falling away and 

going after other Gods. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Kings 9:6 "But if you or your sons turn away from me and do not observe the commands and 
decrees I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them, 7 then I will cut off Israel from 
the land I have given them and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my Name. Israel will then 
become a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples. 8 And though this temple is now imposing, 
all who pass by will be appalled and will scoff and say, 'Why has the LORD done such a thing to this land 
and to this temple?' 9 People will answer, 'Because they have forsaken the LORD their God, who brought 
their fathers out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them-- that is why the 
LORD brought all this disaster on them.'" 

 

6. Solomon’s wealth was so extensive that even the queen of Sheba was drawn to see the 

treasury. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Kings 10:4 When the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had built, 
5 the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his cupbearers, 
and the burnt offerings he made at the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed. 

 

7. For all of Solomon’s good he did his major fault and ultimately the nations downfall was 

his love for foreign wives.  He allowed them to lead him and the nation of Israel into 

Idolatry.  

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Kings 11:1 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter-- 
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2 They were from nations about which the LORD 
had told the Israelites, "You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after 
their gods." Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. 3 He had seven hundred wives of royal birth 
and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. 

 

The Kingdom Divides: 
 

1. Rehoboam Solomon’s son succeeded him as king over all Israel.  The people asked for a 

lighter yoke, for Solomon had taxed the people heavily with harsh labor.  The older men 

advised to lighten the load, but Rehoboam’s younger peers pressed him to increase the 

burden.  He followed their advice causing the kingdom to split. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Kings 12:13 The king answered the people harshly. Rejecting the advice given him by the elders, 
14 he followed the advice of the young men and said, "My father made your yoke heavy; I will make it 
even heavier. My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions." 15 So the king did 
not listen to the people, for this turn of events was from the LORD, to fulfill the word the LORD had 
spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the Shilonite. 

 

2. As a result 10 tribes of Israel in the North will become the Nation of Israel with Samaria 

as their capital and the 2 Southern tribes will become the Nation of Judah with Jerusalem 

remaining as their capital. 
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3. Fearing that the people would return back to the house of David and to the Lord, 

Jeroboam set up two Golden Calves for the people to worship. 

  

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Kings 12:26 Jeroboam thought to himself, "The kingdom will now likely revert to the house of David. 
27 If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem, they will again give 
their allegiance to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah. They will kill me and return to King Rehoboam." 28 
After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves. He said to the people, "It is too much for you to go 
up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt." 

 

The Prophet Elijah 

 
1. Elijah prophesied to King Ahab  and the nation of Israel (Northern tribes). 

   

2. Elijah defeats the prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel.  Fire falls from heaven and consumes 

the sacrifice and altar and then the prophets of Baal are killed. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Kings 18:38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and 
the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and 
cried, "The LORD-- he is God! The LORD-- he is God!" 

 

3. After being pursued by Queen Jezebel, Elijah was feeling alone and claimed he was the 

only one who had not turned to idols.  God gave him a period of rest and reminded him 

that there were 7000 in Israel who still had not bowed to the idols. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Kings 19:18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel-- all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal 
and all whose mouths have not kissed him." 

 

4. After Elijah called Elisha to be his successor he was taken up in a Chariot of fire. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Kings 2:11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of 
fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 

 

The Prophet Elisha 
 

1. Elisha asked Elijah for a  double portion of his spirit.   

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Kings 2:9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me, what can I do for you before I am 
taken from you?" "Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit," Elisha replied. 10 "You have asked a 
difficult thing," Elijah said, "yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours-- otherwise not." 

 

2. While traveling to Bethel, Elisha was mocked by 42 Children and he called down a curse 

on them and two bears mauled all the children. 
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3. Elisha is known for many miracles during his ministry: 

 a. purifying of the water   b. extending the widows oil supply 

c. raising the Shunammites son  d. sent Naaman to Jordan to dip 7  

       times to be heal of Leprosy 

e. floating axe head   f. feeding of a hundred with 20 loaves 

g. dead man coming to life after touch- 

ing the bones of Elisha in grave 

 

The Kings of Israel 
 

1. There were no good kings in all of Israel’s history. 

 

2. The most famous of Israel’s Kings was Ahab and Queen Jezebel.  

a. They brought Baal worship to the nation and killed off the priest of God. 

b. Jezebel had Naboth murdered so Ahab can take his vineyard. 

c. Queen Jezebel is killed by being thrown down from a tower, and dogs lick up her 

blood. 

 

3. King Jehu will destroy all the priest of  Baal but did not end the worship of the Golden 

calves. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Kings 10:28 So Jehu destroyed Baal worship in Israel. 29 However, he did not turn away from the 
sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit-- the worship of the golden calves 
at Bethel and Dan. 

 

4. The nations of Israel will under go major attacks by two Assyrian kings.  Eventually 

falling in 722 B.C. 

a. 1
st
 Assyrian King Tiglath-Pileser will attack with 4 campaigns 

b. 2
nd

 Assyrian King Shalmaneser V will attack Samaria, and his successor Sargon II 

will conquer it 722 B.C. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Kings 17:7 All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the LORD their God, who 
had brought them up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They worshiped other 
gods 8 and followed the practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before them, as well as the 
practices that the kings of Israel had introduced… 20 Therefore the LORD rejected all the people of 
Israel; he afflicted them and gave them into the hands of plunderers, until he thrust them from his 
presence. 

 

5. The Assyrian deported all of the northern people of Israel and brought in peoples of other 

nations.  They brought with them their foreign religions including the detestable practice 

of human sacrifices. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Kings 17:26 It was reported to the king of Assyria: "The people you deported and resettled in the 
towns of Samaria do not know what the god of that country requires. He has sent lions among them, 
which are killing them off, because the people do not know what he requires." 27 Then the king of Assyria 
gave this order: "Have one of the priests you took captive from Samaria go back to live there and teach 
the people what the god of the land requires." 28 So one of the priests who had been exiled from Samaria 
came to live in Bethel and taught them how to worship the LORD. 29 Nevertheless, each national group 
made its own gods in the several towns where they settled, and set them up in the shrines the people of 
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Samaria had made at the high places. 30 The men from Babylon made Succoth Benoth, the men from 
Cuthah made Nergal, and the men from Hamath made Ashima; 31 the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak, 
and the Sepharvites burned their children in the fire as sacrifices to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the 
gods of Sepharvaim. 32 They worshiped the LORD, but they also appointed all sorts of their own people 
to officiate for them as priests in the shrines at the high places. 33 They worshiped the LORD, but they 
also served their own gods in accordance with the customs of the nations from which they had been 
brought. 

The Kings of Judah 
 

1. The nation of Judah was made of both good and bad kings.  All of them were from one 

family line.  (the house of David) 

 

2. Judah will have one female ruler over them Queen Athaliah who did evil in the eyes of 

the Lord. 

 

3. King Hezekiah was the best king of Judah removing idols and reopening the temple. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Kings 18:5 Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel. There was no one like him among all 
the kings of Judah, either before him or after him. 6 He held fast to the LORD and did not cease to follow 
him; he kept the commands the LORD had given Moses. 7 And the LORD was with him; he was 
successful in whatever he undertook. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him. 

 

4. King Hezekiah will be surrounded by Sennacherib king of Assyria; he will insult God 

and demand the surrender of Jerusalem. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Kings 18:33 Has the god of any nation ever delivered his land from the hand of the king of Assyria? 
34 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah? 
Have they rescued Samaria from my hand? 35 Who of all the gods of these countries has been able to 
save his land from me? How then can the LORD deliver Jerusalem from my hand?" 

 

5. Hezekiah will seek the advice of Isaiah the prophet and pray to God for deliverance.  God 

answered by way of Isaiah and sent two angels who destroyed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers 

delivering Jerusalem. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Kings 19:33 By the way that he came he will return; he will not enter this city, declares the LORD. 
34 I will defend this city and save it, for my sake and for the sake of David my servant." 35 That night the 
angel of the LORD went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian 
camp. When the people got up the next morning-- there were all the dead bodies! 

 

6 Hezekiah will be struck with an illness and near death.  He pleaded with God and was 

given 15 more years. 

 

7. Manasseh, Hezekiah’s son succeeded his father as king of Judah.  He was the worst of all 

the kings of Judah. 

 a. He rebuilt all the high places where the people worshiped other gods. 

 b. He erected altars to Baal in the temple even placing an asherah pole in the temple. 
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 c. He passed his own son through the fire and practiced sorcery and divination. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Kings 21:6 He sacrificed his own son in the fire, practiced sorcery and divination, and consulted 
mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 
 
NIV 2 Kings 21:9 But the people did not listen. Manasseh led them astray, so that they did more evil than 
the nations the LORD had destroyed before the Israelites. 

 

8. The Chronicle writer will tell that Manasseh will be captured by the Assyrians and led 

away with a hook in his nose and in chains.  Manasseh will repent while in Babylon and 

God will allow him to return to Jerusalem as king. 

 

9. Josiah the grandson of Manasseh will become king at the age of 8 years old. 

 a. He will rediscover the law of Moses in the Temple and read it. 

b. This sparks a revival and he removed all the idols Manasseh had placed in the 

temple. 

 c. He desecrated the altars in the Hinnom valley where child sacrifices were held. 

d. He destroyed the altar at Bethel where Jeroboam had set up the golden calves.  

(fulfilling the a 300 year old prophecy) 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Kings 23:24 Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the mediums and spiritists, the household gods, the 
idols and all the other detestable things seen in Judah and Jerusalem. This he did to fulfill the 
requirements of the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest had discovered in the temple of the 
LORD. 

 

10 Judah will once again decline into idolatry and because of Manasseh’s evil, God will 

bring judgment against Jerusalem and Judah.   The Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar will 

conquer Jerusalem taking the king and the finest servants of the city into captivity in 

Babylon.  (this will include Daniel and his friends) 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Kings 23:26 Nevertheless, the LORD did not turn away from the heat of his fierce anger, which 
burned against Judah because of all that Manasseh had done to provoke him to anger. 27 So the LORD 
said, "I will remove Judah also from my presence as I removed Israel, and I will reject Jerusalem, the city 
I chose, and this temple, about which I said, 'There shall my Name be.'" 

 

11. Nebuchadnezzer will place Jehoiachin’s uncle as king over Jerusalem and change his 

name to Zedekiah.  (This is important when Jesus’ genealogy is written showing his 

blood line to the thrown of David.) 

  

12. Zedikaih will rebel and in 586 Jerusalem will fall to the Babylonians. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Kings 25:5 but the Babylonian army pursued the king and overtook him in the plains of Jericho. All 
his soldiers were separated from him and scattered, 6 and he was captured. He was taken to the king of 
Babylon at Riblah, where sentence was pronounced on him. 7 They killed the sons of Zedekiah before his 
eyes. Then they put out his eyes, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon. 
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Kings of the United Kingdom (c 1025-925 BC) 

King 
Relationship to 

Previous King 

God's 

Judgment 

Saul none did evil 

Ishbosheth* son (unknown) 

David none did right 

Solomon 

(AKA Jedidiah) 
son 

did right in youth, 

evil in old age 

* The kingdom was divided during Ishbosheth's 

  reign; David was king over the tribe of Judah.  

 

Kings of Judah (c 925-586 BC) Kings of Israel (c 925-721 BC) 

King 
Relationship to 

Previous King 

God's 

Judgment 
King 

Relationship to 

Previous King 

God's 

Judgment 

Rehoboam son did evil 

Jeroboam servant did evil 
Abijam 

(AKA Abijah) 
son did evil 

Asa son did right 

 

Nadab son did evil  

Baasha none did evil  

Elah son did evil  

Zimri captain did evil  

Omri captain did evil  

Ahab son did evil 

 

 

Jehoshaphat son did right 

 

 

Ahaziah son did evil  

Jehoram 

(AKA Joram) 
son of Ahab did evil 

 

 

Jehoram 

(AKA Joram) 
son did evil  

Ahaziah 

(AKA Azariah 

or Jehoahaz) 

son did evil  

Athaliah mother did evil 
Jehu captain mixed 

 

Joash son of Ahaziah did right in youth, 
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(AKA Jehoash) evil in old age Jehoahaz son did evil  

Joash 

(AKA Jehoash) 
son did evil 

 

 

Amaziah son 
did right in youth, 

evil in old age 

 

 

Jeroboam II son did evil 

 

 

Uzziah 

(AKA Azariah) 
son did right 

 

 

Zachariah son did evil  

Shallum none 
did evil 

(surmised) 
 

Menahem none did evil  

Pekahiah son did evil  

Pekah captain did evil 

 

 

Jotham son did right  

Ahaz son did evil 

 

 

Hoshea none did evil 

 

 

Hezekiah son did right 

 

 

Assyrian captivity 

 

 

Manasseh son did evil  

Amon son did evil  

Josiah son did right  

Jehoahaz 

(AKA Shallum) 
son did evil  

Jehoiakim 

(AKA Eliakim) 
son of Josiah did evil  

Jehoiachin 

(AKA Coniah 

or Jeconiah) 

son did evil  

Zedekiah 

(AKA Mattaniah) 
son of Josiah did evil  

Babylonian captivity  

 

  Color Code Legend    

King did right   

King did evil   

Other   
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1
st
 and 2

nd
 Chronicles 

(Lesson #12) 

 

1. Structures of the books 

I Chronicles      II Chronicles 
Chapters       Chapters. 

1-9 Genealogies of the People of Israel  1-9 Solomon’s Reign 

10-23 David’s Reign      a. His prayer for wisdom 

 a. His anointing     b. Preparations for the temple 

 b. The bringing back of the Ark   c. Building of the temple 

 c. God’s Promise that his seed would  d. Dedication and Prayer for 

  sit on the throne forever.    temple 

 d. Preparations for the temple  10 The Kingdom Divides 

       11-36 The Kings of Judah 

       36 The Deportation to Babylon and the   

Edict of Cyrus to return and build the 

temple again 

 

1. The Books of 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Chronicles are an arranged history from Adam until the time of  

Zerubabel. 

 

2. These books were written to remind the people of the exile about their roots and the 

importance of God still moving in their lives again. 

 

3. 1
st
 Chronicles focuses on David’s reign because he was divinely chosen, while Saul’s 

mentioning is only about his death for he was humanly chosen. 

 

4. David displeased God by conducting a census of the fighting men.  God’s anger burned 

against David and He sent a plague on the people.  God sent an angel to destroy 

Jerusalem but mercy triumphed and the field where the angel stopped became the future 

site for the temple. 

 

Key Verses:  
NIV 1 Chronicles 21:14 So the LORD sent a plague on Israel, and seventy thousand men of Israel fell 
dead. 15 And God sent an angel to destroy Jerusalem. But as the angel was doing so, the LORD saw it 
and was grieved because of the calamity and said to the angel who was destroying the people, "Enough! 
Withdraw your hand." The angel of the LORD was then standing at the threshing floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite. 

 
NIV 1 Chronicles 21:24 But King David replied to Araunah, "No, I insist on paying the full price. I will not 
take for the LORD what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing." 

 
NIV 1 Chronicles 22:1 Then David said, "The house of the LORD God is to be here, and also the altar of 
burnt offering for Israel." 

 

5. David sought to build the temple but was refused by God because he had shed much 

blood.  However he was inspired by the Spirit of God and designed the temple. 
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Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Chronicles 28:3 But God said to me, 'You are not to build a house for my Name, because you are a 
warrior and have shed blood.' 

 
NIV 1 Chronicles 28:10 Consider now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a temple as a sanctuary. Be 
strong and do the work." 11 Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the portico of the temple, its 
buildings, its storerooms, its upper parts, its inner rooms and the place of atonement. 12 He gave him the 
plans of all that the Spirit had put in his mind for the courts of the temple of the LORD and all the 
surrounding rooms, for the treasuries of the temple of God and for the treasuries for the dedicated things. 
13 He gave him instructions for the divisions of the priests and Levites, and for all the work of serving in 
the temple of the LORD, as well as for all the articles to be used in its service. 

 

6. Solomon built the temple on Mount Moriah, the very place where God had appeared to 

David. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Chronicles 3:1 Then Solomon began to build the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount 
Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to his father David. It was on the threshing floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite, the place provided by David. 

 

7. The Kingdom will divide with the tribes of Judah and Benjamin following after 

Rehoboam, Solomon’s son. 

 

8. II Chronicles will record 5 major revivals among Judah’s Kings. 

 a. Asa  2 Chronicles 15 (First good King in Judah since division) 

b. Jehoshaphat 2 Chronicles 20 (followed his father and continue to remove  

      the high places and asherah poles.   

 c. Joash  2 Chronicles 23-24 (son of Ahaziah who Athaliah tried to kill) 

 d. Hezekiah 2 Chronicles 29-31 (stood against Sennacherib Assyrian king) 

 e. Josiah  2 Chronicles 35 (boy king who’s priest found the Law lost in  

       the Temple) 

 

9. King Manasseh was the first king of Judah to sacrifice his son in the fires of the Idols. 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Chronicles 33:6 He sacrificed his sons in the fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practiced sorcery, 
divination and witchcraft, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the 
LORD, provoking him to anger. 

 
NIV 2 Chronicles 33:10 The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention. 11 So 
the LORD brought against them the army commanders of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh 
prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon. 12 In his 
distress he sought the favor of the LORD his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his 
fathers. 13 And when he prayed to him, the LORD was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; so 
he brought him back to Jerusalem and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is God. 

 

10. 2
nd

 Chronicles will close with a ray of hope with Cyrus  King of Persia’s proclamation to 

allow the Israelites to go home to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. 

 
NIV 2 Chronicles 36:23 "This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: "'The LORD, the God of heaven, has 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in 
Judah. Anyone of his people among you-- may the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up.'" 
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Ezra & Nehemiah 
(lesson #13) 

Ezra 
History of the times: 

 

The Babylonian Empire was coming to an end.  The last king Nabonidus was in a self-imposed 

exile and established Belshazzar as regent.  Cyrus II also known as Cyrus “the great” will 

conquer Babylon in 539 B.C.   He was seen as a liberator of the people more than a conqueror 

from evidence taken from the “Cylinder of Cyrus.”  It was in these turbulent times that the books 

of Ezra and Nehemiah record the plight of the Jews. 

 

1. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah both deal with the return of the Remnant of Israel from 

captivity both in Babylon and abroad. 

 

2. Ezra was a priest and a descendant of Aaron. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Ezra 7:1 After these things, during the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra son of Seraiah, the 
son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, 2 the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, 3 the son of 
Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth, 4 the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, 
5 the son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest-- 

 

3. The Book of Ezra is focused on 2 main returning groups.  The first is under the leadership 

of Zerubababel, and the second under Ezra. 

 

4. The focus of the return of this remnant was to rebuild the Temple. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Ezra 1:2 "This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: "'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all 
the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 
Anyone of his people among you-- may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and 
build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem. 4 And the people of any 
place where survivors may now be living are to provide him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, 
and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.'" 5 Then the family heads of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the priests and Levites-- everyone whose heart God had moved-- prepared to go up and 
build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem. 

 

5. Those that had been imported by the Assyrians (Samaritans) offered to help build the 

temple but were rejected.  Thus in their anger they discouraged the people and the 

rebuilding was halted until the reign of Darius. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Ezra 4:1 When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles were building a temple for 
the LORD, the God of Israel, 2 they came to Zerubbabel and to the heads of the families and said, "Let us 
help you build because, like you, we seek your God and have been sacrificing to him since the time of 
Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here." 3 But Zerubbabel, Jeshua and the rest of the heads of 
the families of Israel answered, "You have no part with us in building a temple to our God. We alone will 
build it for the LORD, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia, commanded us." 
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6. Finally under preaching of the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, the temple was 

completed and sin offerings were made on behalf of all the tribes of Israel. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Ezra 6:16 Then the people of Israel-- the priests, the Levites and the rest of the exiles-- celebrated 
the dedication of the house of God with joy. 17 For the dedication of this house of God they offered a 
hundred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred male lambs and, as a sin offering for all Israel, twelve 
male goats, one for each of the tribes of Israel. 

 

a) Among the returning exiles, Ezra found that many had once again taken foreign wives.   

Upon the advice of Shecaniah a counsel was held and those who were guilty divorced 

their wives. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Ezra 10:16 So the exiles did as was proposed. Ezra the priest selected men who were family heads, 
one from each family division, and all of them designated by name. On the first day of the tenth month 
they sat down to investigate the cases, 17 and by the first day of the first month they finished dealing with 
all the men who had married foreign women. 

 

Nehemiah 
 

8. Nehemiah was the Cup Bearer for Artaxerxes King of Persia.   

 a. Returning brother tells Nehemiah of the broken walls of Jerusalem 

 b. King questions his sadden countenance, allowed to return and rebuild the wall 

 

9. Nehemiah sectioned off the wall to different families to rebuild, and the work was 

completed in six months. 

 a. Suffered ridicule from enemies 

 b. Suffered from threats of attacks 

 c. Suffered from false reports 

 d. Men worked with weapon in hand 

 

Key verses: 
NIV Nehemiah 4:16 From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped 
with spears, shields, bows and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah 17 
who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon 
in the other, 18 and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But the man who 
sounded the trumpet stayed with me. 

 

10. Nehemiah becomes Governor of Judah and requested that Ezra the priest read the Law of 

Moses to all the People.   This brought about a repentance and revival. 

 

11. Nehemiah was continuously pushing for the people to adhere to the Law of God. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Nehemiah 13:30 So I purified the priests and the Levites of everything foreign, and assigned them 
duties, each to his own task. 31 I also made provision for contributions of wood at designated times, and 
for the firstfruits. Remember me with favor, O my God. 
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Esther 
(Lesson # 14) 

History of the Passage: 

 

The Story of Esther is set during the exile of the Jews under the leadership of  the Persians King 

Xerxes.   The Persians have conquered the Babylonian Empire and Cyrus the Great has decreed 

the return of the Jews back to Jerusalem under the leadership of Zerubbabel.   Xerxes has 

become King (Cyrus’s Grandson)  and now battling the Greeks at Salamis.  This all precedes the 

second return under Ezra and the third later under Nehemiah. 

 

1. The Book of Esther deals with exiled Jews who remained in the land of captivity. 

 

2. The Author of the book Esther is unknown, and it is the only book in the Bible where the 

name of God is not mentioned. 

 Bible commentator Matthew Henry wrote these words about the book of Esther: 

 “If the name of God is not here His finger is.” 

 

3. The overall plot of the book of Esther is that God is still in control and cares for his 

people.  His grace and providence reached even to those in lands of the exile. 

 

4. Esther opens with the new King Xerxes  who ruled Persia from 485 B.C. to 465 B.C. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Esther 1:1 This is what happened during the time of Xerxes, the Xerxes who ruled over 127 
provinces stretching from India to Cush: 2 At that time King Xerxes reigned from his royal throne in the 
citadel of Susa, 

 

5. Queen Vashti was banished from the presence of King Xerxes because she refused to 

appear before his dinner guest. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Esther 1:10 On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in high spirits from wine, he commanded the 
seven eunuchs who served him-- Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Carcas-- 11 
to bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing her royal crown, in order to display her beauty to the people 
and nobles, for she was lovely to look at. 12 But when the attendants delivered the king's command, 
Queen Vashti refused to come. Then the king became furious and burned with anger. 

 

6. Esther was the cousin of Mordecai who raised her like his own daughter after the death of 

her parents. 

 

7. A search was made through out the whole kingdom to bring the best of young virgins to 

become the next queen. 

 a. They’re interviewed by the king 

 b. Sent to beauty treatments for a year 

 c. Each had one night with the King to win his heart 
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8. Esther was beautiful and found favor in the eyes of the King and given the royal crown as 

queen. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Esther 2:17 Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won 
his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and made 
her queen instead of Vashti. 

 

9. Mordecai will save the life of the king from an attempted assassination. 

 

10. Haman, a servant of the king devised a plan to kill all the Jews of the Kingdom. 

 a. Elevated above all noble. 

 b. Extreme pride. 

 c. Extreme anger because Mordecai would not bow down to him. 

 d. Tricked King Xerxes into passing edict to kill all the Jews. 

 

11. Mordecai will encourage Esther to go into the King and intercede on behalf of her people. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Esther 4:12 When Esther's words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: "Do not 
think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain 
silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your 
father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as 
this?" 15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 "Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, 
and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When 
this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish." 

 

12. God moved providentially to elevate Mordecai to a place of honor with the King. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Esther 6:1 That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the chronicles, the record of 
his reign, to be brought in and read to him. 2 It was found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed 
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to 
assassinate King Xerxes. 

 

13. Haman prepared a 75 foot gallows to hang Mordecai on but through the intercession of 

Esther, Haman’s plot is foiled and he is hung on the same gallows. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Esther 7:5 King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, "Who is he? Where is the man who has dared to do 
such a thing?" 6 Esther said, "The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman." …" The king said, "Hang him 
on it!" 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king's fury 
subsided. 

 

14. Having already made an edict against the Jews, King Xerxes will declare through 

Mordecai that the Jews had the right to defend themselves against their attackers. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Esther 9:5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them, and 
they did what they pleased to those who hated them. 
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Job 
(Lesson #15) 

 

1. The dating of the book of Job is unknown, although some have placed its possible timing 

as early as 2000-1000 B.C.   Its authorship could be anywhere between the time of Moses 

and the Exile.   The author of the book is thought to be a Hebrew because of the Hebrew 

word YAHWEH “The Lord” used in the text.   This was the tetra gram that the Jews used 

as the name of God. 

 

2. The main characters of the book of Job are: 

 1.God    Who is in Heaven watching over all 

 2.Satan    Who is afflicting Job and arguing with God 

 3.Job    The one afflicted in the story 

 4.Eliphaz   Friend of Job, oldest and wises 

 5.Bildad   Friend of Job  

 6.Zophar   Friend of Job 

 7.Elihu    Youngest one present, angry at their lack of refuting Job 

 

3. The book of Job was seen as a factual book by other biblical writers. 

a. NIV Ezekiel 14:14 even if these three men-- Noah, Daniel and Job-- were in it, they could 

save only themselves by their righteousness, declares the Sovereign LORD. 15 "Or if I 
send wild beasts through that country and they leave it childless and it becomes desolate 
so that no one can pass through it because of the beasts, 16 as surely as I live, declares 
the Sovereign LORD, even if these three men were in it, they could not save their own 
sons or daughters. They alone would be saved, but the land would be desolate. 17 "Or if 
I bring a sword against that country and say, 'Let the sword pass throughout the land,' 
and I kill its men and their animals, 18 as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, 
even if these three men were in it, they could not save their own sons or daughters. They 
alone would be saved. 

 

b. NIV James 5:11 As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You 

have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

 

4. The book of Job is broken down into three main sections: 

 a. The Prologue  Conversation between God and Satan 

 b. The Dialogue   The conversation between Job and the four men. 

 c. The Epilogue  The voice of God speaks 

 

5. Job was a man of character, he was blameless and upright who had a healthy fear for God 

and avoided evil. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Job 1:5 When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them purified. Early 
in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, "Perhaps my children have 
sinned and cursed God in their hearts." This was Job's regular custom. 

 

6. Job will undergo two tests by God. 
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Key Verses: 
NIV Job 1:8 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on 
earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." 

 
NIV Job 2:3 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on 
earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. And he still maintains 
his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any reason." 

 

1. The first testing included the loss of all his flocks and even his children. 

a. Job’s response was to worship God  
NIV Job 1:21 “Naked I came from my mothers womb and naked I will depart.  The Lord 
gives and the Lord has taken away may the name of the Lord be praised.” 

 

2. The second testing included the loss of his health, & the loss of support from his 

wife. 

a. Job’s response was to correct his wife’s misunderstanding.   
NIV Job 2:10“You are speaking like a foolish woman.  Shall we accept good from God, 
and not trouble?” 

 

7. Job’s friends saw his great suffering but quickly turned from supportive to accusative. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Job 2:11 When Job's three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had come upon him, they set out from their homes and met 
together by agreement to go and sympathize with him and comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a 
distance, they could hardly recognize him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their robes and 
sprinkled dust on their heads. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. 
No one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was. 

 

a. Eliphaz Older and wiser of the friends.  He will argue with Job that his  

experience has shown that evil happens to sinful people and that 

Job is suffering because of his sin. 

 
NIV Job 4:8 As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow trouble reap it. 

 
NIV Job 5:17 "Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise the discipline of the 
Almighty. 18 For he wounds, but he also binds up; he injures, but his hands also heal. 19 From 
six calamities he will rescue you; in seven no harm will befall you. 20 In famine he will ransom 
you from death, and in battle from the stroke of the sword. 21 You will be protected from the lash 
of the tongue, and need not fear when destruction comes. 22 You will laugh at destruction and 
famine, and need not fear the beasts of the earth. 23 For you will have a covenant with the stones 
of the field, and the wild animals will be at peace with you. 24 You will know that your tent is 
secure; you will take stock of your property and find nothing missing. 25 You will know that your 
children will be many, and your descendants like the grass of the earth. 26 You will come to the 
grave in full vigor, like sheaves gathered in season. 27 "We have examined this, and it is true. So 
hear it and apply it to yourself." 

 

 b. Bildad  More severe in his discourse to Job.  His point of reasoning is from 

tradition.  He infers that Job is a hypocrite thus bringing on his 

own suffering. 



 43 

 
NIV Job 8:8 "Ask the former generations and find out what their fathers learned, 

 
NIV Job 18:5 "The lamp of the wicked is snuffed out; the flame of his fire stops burning. 6 The 
light in his tent becomes dark; the lamp beside him goes out. 7 The vigor of his step is weakened; 
his own schemes throw him down. 8 His feet thrust him into a net and he wanders into its mesh. 9 
A trap seizes him by the heel; a snare holds him fast. 10 A noose is hidden for him on the ground; 
a trap lies in his path. 11 Terrors startle him on every side and dog his every step. 12 Calamity is 
hungry for him; disaster is ready for him when he falls. 13 It eats away parts of his skin; death's 
firstborn devours his limbs. 14 He is torn from the security of his tent and marched off to the king 
of terrors. 15 Fire resides in his tent; burning sulfur is scattered over his dwelling. 16 His roots dry 
up below and his branches wither above. 17 The memory of him perishes from the earth; he has 
no name in the land. 18 He is driven from light into darkness and is banished from the world. 19 
He has no offspring or descendants among his people, no survivor where once he lived. 20 Men 
of the west are appalled at his fate; men of the east are seized with horror. 

 
c. Zophar  Speaks only twice and replaced by Elihu the third time.  His point  

of reasoning is assumption.  He simply assumes Job to be guilty of 

sinning. 

 
NIV Job 11:5 Oh, how I wish that God would speak, that he would open his lips against you 6 and 
disclose to you the secrets of wisdom, for true wisdom has two sides. Know this: God has even 
forgotten some of your sin. 

 

8. Job refutes their arguments. 

1
st
 Triad The friends declare that God always prospers the upright and punishes the 

wicked.   Yet Job declared this is not true for he is upright and yet he is 

suffering.  

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Job 6:22 Have I ever said, 'Give something on my behalf, pay a ransom for me from your 
wealth, 23 deliver me from the hand of the enemy, ransom me from the clutches of the ruthless'? 
24 "Teach me, and I will be quiet; show me where I have been wrong. 25 How painful are honest 
words! But what do your arguments prove? 26 Do you mean to correct what I say, and treat the 
words of a despairing man as wind? 27 You would even cast lots for the fatherless and barter 
away your friend. 28 "But now be so kind as to look at me. Would I lie to your face? 

 

2
nd

 Triad The friends insist that the wicked and only the wicked suffer.  Yet Job’s 

response is that the righteous suffer too. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Job 19:25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 
26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 

 
NIV Job 21:7 Why do the wicked live on, growing old and increasing in power? 

 

3
rd

 Triad The friends assert the same view of the wicked being punished.  Yet Job 

references his own suffering while being an upright man. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Job 24:6 They gather fodder in the fields and glean in the vineyards of the wicked. 
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NIV Job 16:12 All was well with me, but he shattered me; he seized me by the neck and crushed 
me. He has made me his target; 13 his archers surround me. Without pity, he pierces my kidneys 
and spills my gall on the ground. 14 Again and again he bursts upon me; he rushes at me like a 
warrior. 

 
NIV Job 23:10 But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. 

 
NIV Job 19:21 "Have pity on me, my friends, have pity, for the hand of God has struck me. 

 

Elihu Youngest and speaks to Job last.  He claims that Job is sinning because he 

is not humbled to listen and be taught. 

  Key Verses: 
 NIV Job 32:6 So Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite said: "I am young in years, and you are old; that 
 is why I was fearful, not daring to tell you what I know. 7 I thought, 'Age should speak; advanced 
 years should teach wisdom.' 8 But it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that gives 
 him understanding. 9 It is not only the old who are wise, not only the aged who understand what 
 is right. 10 "Therefore I say: Listen to me; I too will tell you what I know. 

 

9. When God finally speaks, He does so from the Whirlwind and silences Job.  He will 

question Job in three main areas: 

  

a. Do you know about creation? 38:1-18 
NIV Job 38:4 "Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you 
understand. 

 
b. Do you understand how nature works?  38:19-38 

  NIV Job 38:19 "What is the way to the abode of light? And where does darkness reside? 

 

c. Do you care for the animals? 38:39-Chpt 39  
NIV Job 38:41 Who provides food for the raven when its young cry out to God and 
wander about for lack of food? 

 

10. Job’s response is complete humility and fear. 

 

Key Verses:  
NIV Job 40:3 Then Job answered the LORD: 4 "I am unworthy-- how can I reply to you? I put my hand 
over my mouth. 5 I spoke once, but I have no answer-- twice, but I will say no more." 

 
NIV Job 42:1 Then Job replied to the LORD: 2 "I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be 
thwarted. 3 You asked, 'Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?' Surely I spoke of 
things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 4 "You said, 'Listen now, and I will 
speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.' 5 My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have 
seen you. 6 Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes." 

 

11. In the end God restores Job and has him intercede with sacrifices for the sinning of his 

friends. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Job 42:7 After the LORD had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, "I am angry 
with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. 
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NIV Job 42:8 So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt 
offering for yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you 
according to your folly. You have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has." 

 
NIV Job 42:12 The LORD blessed the latter part of Job's life more than the first. He had fourteen 
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys. 13 And he also 
had seven sons and three daughters. 

 

 

Psalms 
(Lesson # 16) 

 

1. The Hebrew name of the book Tehillim meant: Praise Songs.  The Greeks gave it the 

 name Psalmoi which meant: songs to the accompaniment of stringed instruments.  This 

 latter title was used during the days of Jesus. 

 

2. The authorship of the book is diverse with  7   named authors.  Most are attributed to 

 King David with 73. 

 

3. The central message and idea of the book is:   Praise to God . 

 

4. The breakdown of the book of Psalms was established from the time of Ezra . 

 

 Book 1 

starting at 

chpt 1 

Book 2 

starting at 

chpt 42 

Book 3 

starting at 

chpt 73 

Book 4 

starting at 

chpt 90 

Book 5 

starting at 

chpt 107 

Doxology 41:13 72:18-19 89:52 106:48 150:6 

Worship 

theme 

Adoring 

Worship 

Wondrous 

Worship 

Ceaseless 

Worship 

Submissive 

Worship 

Perfected 

Worship 

Likeness to 

the 

Pentateuch 

Genesis 

Israel & Man 

Exodus 

Israel & 

Deliverance 

Leviticus 

Sanctuary 

Numbers 

Moses & 

Wilderness 

Deuteronomy 

Law & Land 

Authors Mainly David Mainly 

David’s & 

Korah’s 

Mainly 

Asaph’s 

Mainly 

Anonymous 

Mainly David 

(taken from “Through the bible in one year” by Dr. Alan B. Stringfellow, pg 68) 

 

Some Favorite Psalms 
 

Psalm 22: The Suffering Messiah 

Key Verse:  
NIV Psalm 22:1 For the director of music. To the tune of "The Doe of the Morning." A psalm of David. My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of 
my groaning? 

 
NIV Psalm 22:14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to 
wax; it has melted away within me. 15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the 
roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. 16 Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has 
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encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. 17 I can count all my bones; people stare and 
gloat over me. 18 They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 

 

Psalm 23: The Shepherding Messiah 

Key Verses: 
NIV Psalm 23:1 A psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 2 He makes me lie 
down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he restores my soul. He guides me in paths 
of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely 
goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

Psalm 24: The Reigning Messiah 

Key Verses: 
NIV Psalm 24:1 Of David. A psalm. The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who 
live in it; 2 for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters. 3 Who may ascend the hill 
of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does 
not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false. 5 He will receive blessing from the LORD and 
vindication from God his Savior. 6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, O 
God of Jacob. Selah 7 Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of 
glory may come in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 10 
Who is he, this King of glory? The LORD Almighty-- he is the King of glory. Selah 

 

Psalm 32:  The forgiveness of God 

Key Verses: 
NIV Psalm 32:1 Of David. A maskil. Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered. 2 Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no 
deceit. 

 

Psalm 51:  The Repentance of David after his sin with Bathsheba 

Key Verses: 
NIV Psalm 51:10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not 
cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 

Psalm 110:  The Lordship of Jesus 

Key Verses: 
NIV Psalm 110:1 Of David. A psalm. The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your 
enemies a footstool for your feet." … "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek." 5 The Lord is 
at your right hand; he will crush kings on the day of his wrath. 6 He will judge the nations, heaping up the 
dead and crushing the rulers of the whole earth.  
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Proverbs 
(Lesson #17) 

 

1. Proverbs in the English means: a brief saying instead of many words.  Its root title comes 

 from a word meaning “Putting this and that together”  Thus Proverbs is a book of a

 comparison of earthly wisdom and Godly wisdom. 

 

2. Solomon is the author of the book of Proverbs however he most likely collected some 

 wise sayings that he did not originate. 

 

3. The central message is  The Wisdom of God. 

 

4. The book can be broken down into three main sections. 

 a. Pr 1-10  The counsel for young men. 

 b. Pr 11-20  The counsel for all men. 

 c. Pr 21-31  The counsel for kings and rulers. 

 

5. Proverbs are wise statements or advice, they are not iron clad command or promises. 

 

Some Favorite Proverbs 
 

The origin of wisdom 
Key Verses: 
NIV Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
discipline. 

 
NIV Proverbs 9:10 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. 

 

Where to put your trust 
Key Verses: 
NIV Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 

 
NIV Proverbs 3:9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your 
barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

 

Patients with each other 
Key Verse: 
NIV Proverbs 15:1 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

 

The family 
Key Verses: 
NIV Proverbs 17:6 Children's children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their children. 

 
NIV Proverbs 13:24 He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline 
him. 
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Parental advice 
Key Verses: 
NIV Proverbs 31:1 The sayings of King Lemuel-- an oracle his mother taught him: 2 "O my son, O son of 
my womb, O son of my vows, 3 do not spend your strength on women, your vigor on those who ruin 
kings. 4 "It is not for kings, O Lemuel-- not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer, 5 lest they 
drink and forget what the law decrees, and deprive all the oppressed of their rights. 6 Give beer to those 
who are perishing, wine to those who are in anguish; 7 let them drink and forget their poverty and 
remember their misery no more. 8 "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of 
all who are destitute. 9 Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy." 

 

The model woman 
Key Verses: 
NIV Proverbs 31:10 A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. 11 Her 
husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. 12 She brings him good, not harm, all the 
days of her life. 13 She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands. 14 She is like the merchant 
ships, bringing her food from afar. 15 She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family and 
portions for her servant girls. 16 She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a 
vineyard. 17 She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. 18 She sees that her 
trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night. 19 In her hand she holds the distaff and 
grasps the spindle with her fingers. 20 She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the 
needy. 21 When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet. 22 She 
makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed in fine linen and purple. 23 Her husband is respected at the 
city gate, where he takes his seat among the elders of the land. 24 She makes linen garments and sells 
them, and supplies the merchants with sashes. 25 She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh 
at the days to come. 26 She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 27 She 
watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children arise 
and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 29 "Many women do noble things, but you 
surpass them all." 30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to 
be praised. 31 Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. 
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Ecclesiastes 
(Lesson #18) 

 

1. The Title comes from the Hebrew Koheleth which means: one who speaks publicly in the 

 assembly.  (The preacher) 

 

2. The author is assumed to be Solomon though it is not expressly stated.   

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Ecclesiastes 1:1 The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem: 

 

3. The main purpose of this book is to prove the vanity of the world and to focus on the 

 spiritual things of God. 

 

Key Verse: 
KJV Ecclesiastes 1:2 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity. 

 

Ten Vanities given by the author 

1. Vanity of Human wisdom.   
 NIV Ecclesiastes 2:15 Then I thought in my heart, "The fate of the fool will overtake me 
 also.  What then do I gain by being wise?" I said in my heart, "This too is meaningless." 
 16 For the wise  man, like the fool, will not be long remembered; in days to come both will 
 be forgotten. Like the fool, the wise man too must die! 

 

2. Vanity of human labor.   
 NIV Ecclesiastes 2:19 And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he 
 will have control over all the work into which I have poured my effort and skill under the 
 sun. This too is  meaningless. 20 So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor 
 under the sun. 21 For a  man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and 
 then he must leave all he owns to someone who has not worked for it. This too is 
 meaningless and a great misfortune. 

 

3. Vanity of human purpose   
 NIV Ecclesiastes 2:26 To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and 
 happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand 
 it over tothe one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

 

4. Vanity of envy    
 NIV Ecclesiastes 4:4 And I saw that all labor and all achievement spring from man's envy 
 of his neighbor. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

 

5. Vanity of greed    
 NIV Ecclesiastes 4:7 Again I saw something meaningless under the sun: 

 

6. Vanity of fame    
 NIV Ecclesiastes 4:16 There was no end to all the people who were before them. But 
 those who came later were not pleased with the successor. This too is meaningless, a 
 chasing after the wind. 
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7. Vanity of wealth  
 NIV Ecclesiastes 5:10 Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves 
 wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. 

 

8. Vanity of coveting    
 NIV Ecclesiastes 6:9 Better what the eye sees than the roving of the appetite. This too is 
 meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

 

9. Vanity of frivolity   
 NIV Ecclesiastes 7:6 Like the crackling of thorns under the pot, so is the laughter of fools. 
 This too is meaningless. 

 

10 Vanity of Recognition  
 NIV Ecclesiastes 8:10 Then too, I saw the wicked buried-- those who used to come and 
 go from the holy place and receive praise in the city where they did this. This too is 
 meaningless. 

 
 NIV Ecclesiastes 8:14 There is something else meaningless that occurs on earth: 
 righteous men who get what the wicked deserve, and wicked men who get what the 
 righteous deserve. This too, say, is meaningless. 

 

4. The final analysis of the author is to do God will.  

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Ecclesiastes 12:13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, 
including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. 
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Song Of Songs 
(Lesson # 19) 

 

1. The Song of Songs was written by Solomon the son of King David. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Song of Solomon 3:6 Who is this coming up from the desert like a column of smoke, perfumed with 
myrrh and incense made from all the spices of the merchant? 7 Look! It is Solomon's carriage, escorted 
by sixty warriors, the noblest of Israel, 

 

2. Jerome the ancient historian tells us that Jews would not let their young men read the 

 poem until they were 30 years old. 

 

3. The main theme of the book is the Unity expressed in marriage. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Song of Solomon 2:16 My lover is mine and I am his; he browses among the lilies. 

 

One Possible break down of the book (according to Stringfellow) is as follows: 

 

A. Initial Love 1:2-2:7 

B. Faltering Love 2:8-3:5 

C. Growing Love 3:6-5:1 

D. Transforming Love 5:2-7:13 

E. Mature Love 8:1-8:14 

 

4. Some Scholars see this story as a parallel to the love that is shared by Christ and his bride 

 the Church. 

 

5. At the very least, it is a book that reflects the fulfillment and pleasure that God intended 

to be experienced in the marriage relationship. 
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Isaiah 
(Lesson # 20) 

 

 
 

1. The book of Isaiah focuses on the prophetic preaching of the Prophet Isaiah (whose name 

 means “YAHWEH is salvation”) to the Southern Kingdom of  Judah. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Isaiah 1:1 The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the reigns 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

 

2. The book can be broken down into two major sections. 

 1. Chapters 1-39 deals with : Coming Judgment for their sins and rebellion 

 2. Chapters 40-66 deals with: The comfort of God and the coming hope 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Isaiah 1:2 Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! For the LORD has spoken: "I reared children and 
brought them up, but they have rebelled against me. 3 The ox knows his master, the donkey his owner's 
manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand." 4 Ah, sinful nation, a people loaded 
with guilt, a brood of evildoers, children given to corruption! They have forsaken the LORD; they have 
spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on him. 

 
NIV Isaiah 1:18 "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. 19 If you are 
willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; 20 but if you resist and rebel, you will be 
devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

 

 

3. Judah was in rebellion and was seeking alliances with foreign kings to protect them from 

 invaders. 

 A. Ahaz:  Sought help from Tiglath-Pileser from Nineveh. (2Kings 16:7-9) 

  

 B. Hezekiah: Facing attacks from Assyrians, he paid tribute to Sennacherib from 

the Gold and silver that lined the temple.  300 Talents of Silver and 

30 Talents of Gold.  This did not stave off the invasion, and God 

intervened after the counsel of Isaiah was sought.  185,000 

Assyrian soldiers were destroyed by the angel of God. (2 Kings 

18:13-16; 19:5-7,35-36) 

   

Isaiah had several Prophetic visions from God that directed his course. 

 

Isaiah’s Prophetic Ministry 740-680 
B.C. 

1.    Uzziah 3.   Ahaz 

4.  Hezekiah 

5.   Manasseh? 

2. Jotham 6.  Amon 
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4. His Calling:  

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Isaiah 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they 
covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were 
calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory." 4 At the 
sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 5 "Woe to 
me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and 
my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal 
in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, 
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 8 Then I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 9 He 
said, "Go and tell this people: "'Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never 
perceiving.' 

 Outline from (What the Bible is all about: Henrietta Mears) 

 a. Conviction Woe to me…. 

 b. Confession A man of unclean lips… 

 c. Cleansing Your guilt is taken away…. 

 d. Consecration Here I am.  Send me… 

 e. Commission Go and tell this people… 

 

5. The coming of the Messiah: 

Key Verses: 
NIV Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

 
NIV Matthew 1:22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 "The virgin 
will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with 
us." 

 
NIV Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the 
increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The 
zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 
NIV Luke 2:11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

 
NIV Luke 1:31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 34 "How 
will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 
called the Son of God. 

 

6. The Suffering of the Messiah: 

Key Verses: 
NIV Isaiah 53:1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty 
to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected 
by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was 
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despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he 
did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can 
speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my 
people he was stricken. 9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though 
he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and 
cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and 
prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 11 After the suffering of his soul, he 
will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he 
will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the 
spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the 
transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

Nine significant actions of Isaiah 53 displayed in the life of Jesus Christ.  Written circa 700 B.C. 

 

(1) Humble begins:  “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him” 

NIV Luke 2:7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed  him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

(2) Rejected by this world:  “He was despised and rejected by men” 
NIV Luke 4:28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove 
him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him 
down the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 

 

(3) Suffered for us:  “was pierced for our transgressions” 

NIV 1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 

 

(4) God punished Him:  “and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all” 

NIV Matthew 27:46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"-- 
which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 

 

(5) He was silent before his abusers:  “yet he did not open his mouth” 
NIV Matthew 26:62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, "Are you not going to answer? What 
is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?" 63 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest 
said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 

 

(6) He was crucified with criminals:  “He was assigned a grave with the wicked” 
NIV Luke 23:32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 

 

(7) He was crushed by God:  “Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him” 
NIV Romans 3:25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to 
demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished-- 

 

(8) His death justified many:  “my righteous servant will justify many” 
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NIV Romans 5:15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one 
man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 
overflow to the many! 

 

(9) He interceded for many:  “and made intercession for the transgressors”  
NIV Luke 23:34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they 
divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

 

6. The book is also known for Isaiah’s prediction by name of Cyrus who would be the 

 future leader of the Persian Empire that would allow the return home of the Jews. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Isaiah 44:28 who says of Cyrus, 'He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please; he will say 
of Jerusalem, "Let it be rebuilt," and of the temple, "Let its foundations be laid."' 45:1 "This is what the 
LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations before him and to 
strip kings of their armor, to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut: 

 

7. Jesus will claim the fulfillment of another key passage in Isaiah while reading in the 

 Synagogue. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 

 

The book of Isaiah contains more prophetic passage that point to the destruction of the 

Assyrians, and the Babylonians.  There are references to the return of the Israelites and to the 

future new heaven and new earth.   There are also passages pointing to the final victory of God 

and the restoration of God to his people.  



 56 

Jeremiah 
Lesson # 21 

 

Jeremiah’s Prophet Ministry 624-585 B.C. 
 

 
 

1. Jeremiah was born the son of a Priest named Hilkiah whom some scholars think was the 

 priest that first read the Law to King Josiah.    

 

Key Verses: 
2 Kings 22:4 "Go up to Hilkiah the high priest and have him get ready the money that has been brought 
into the temple of the LORD, which the doorkeepers have collected from the people. 5 Have them entrust 
it to the men appointed to supervise the work on the temple. And have these men pay the workers who 
repair the temple of the LORD-- 6 the carpenters, the builders and the masons. Also have them purchase 
timber and dressed stone to repair the temple. 7 But they need not account for the money entrusted to 
them, because they are acting faithfully." 8 Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, "I have 
found the Book of the Law in the temple of the LORD." He gave it to Shaphan, who read it. 9 Then 
Shaphan the secretary went to the king and reported to him: "Your officials have paid out the money that 
was in the temple of the LORD and have entrusted it to the workers and supervisors at the temple." 10 
Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book." And Shaphan 
read from it in the presence of the king. 11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore 
his robes. 

 

2. Jeremiah will begin his prophetic ministry in the 13
th

 year of the reign of Josiah who was 

 about 21 years old. 

 

Key Verse: 
Jeremiah 1:2 The word of the LORD came to him in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon 
king of Judah, 

 

3. Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet because of his lamenting over the sinfulness of 

 the people. 

 

Key Verse: 
Jeremiah 9:1 Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears! I would weep day 
and night for the slain of my people. 

 
Jeremiah 13:17 But if you do not listen, I will weep in secret because of your pride; my eyes will weep 
bitterly, overflowing with tears, because the LORD's flock will be taken captive. 

 

 

1.   Josiah 

2.   Jehoahaz 

3. Jehoiakim 

4. Jehoiachin 

5.  Zedekiah 

King 

Nebuchadnezzar / 

Babylonian 

Captivity 
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Background to Jeremiah’s Ministry 

A. The Kingdom of the North (Israel) was gone having been conquered by the 

Assyrians in 722 B.C. 

 

B. After the death of Josiah in a battle of Meggido against the Egyptian Pharaoh 

Neco, the Southern Kingdom (Judah) became a vassal of Egypt.   

 

C. Twelve years later King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon will conquer Jerusalem in 

605 B.C. and begin deporting the Jews.  This was the 1
st
 deportation that included 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  

 

D. Eleven years later following bad advice from false prophets, King Zedekiah 

rebelled against Babylon and was conquered in 586 and the remnant left was 

deported to Babylon and the city was laid to waste.  

 

4. The book of Jeremiah is not written in chronological order.  Therefore it is best to outline 

 the book according to themes or events.  The Major theme of the book is “Thou Shall 

 Go” and preach repentance to the people.  If men accept God’s word it will give life, if 

 they reject it, it will bring condemnation. 

 

A. Jeremiah the Prophet: 

 1. Born a Priest: 
  Jeremiah 1:1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at Anathoth in the 
territory    of Benjamin. 

  

2. Chosen before birth for God’s Purpose:  
  Jeremiah 1:5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set 
you apart;    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." 

  

3. Tried to refuse his calling: 
  Jeremiah 1:6 "Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am only a 
child." 

  

4. Forbidden to marry because of the turmoil during his ministry. 
Jeremiah 16:1 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 2 "You must not marry and have 
sons or daughters in this place." 3 For this is what the LORD says about the sons and 
daughters born in this land and about the women who are their mothers and the men who 
are their fathers: 4 "They will die of deadly diseases. They will not be mourned or buried 
but will be like refuse lying on the ground. They will perish by sword and famine, and their 
dead bodies will become food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth." 

  

5. Rejected by his people and mistreated. 
Jeremiah 11:18 Because the LORD revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he 
showed me what they were doing. 19 I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter; I 
did not realize that they had plotted against me, saying, "Let us destroy the tree and its 
fruit; let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name be remembered no more." 
20 But, O LORD Almighty, you who judge righteously and test the heart and mind, let me 
see your vengeance upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 21 "Therefore 
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this is what the LORD says about the men of Anathoth who are seeking your life and 
saying, 'Do not prophesy in the name of the LORD or you will die by our hands'-- 

 

B. Major Lessons learned from Jeremiah’s Ministry: 

 1. That God calls men to speak for Him. 
Jeremiah 1:5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set 
you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." 6 "Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, 
"I do not know how to speak; I am only a child." 7 But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 
'I am only a child.' You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command 
you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the 
LORD. 9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, 
"Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 

  

2. That God rules in the affairs of men. 
Jeremiah 18:6 "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?" declares the 
LORD. "Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7 If 
at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and 
destroyed, 8 and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict 
on it the disaster I had planned. 9 And if at another time I announce that a nation or 
kingdom is to be built up and planted, 10 and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey 
me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it. 

  

3. That sin does not go unnoticed by God. 
Jeremiah 17:5 This is what the LORD says: "Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who 
depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6 He will 
be like a bush in the wastelands; he will not see prosperity when it comes. He will dwell in 
the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives. 

  

4. That God is faithful to keep His promises. 
Jeremiah 31:1 "At that time," declares the LORD, "I will be the God of all the clans of 
Israel, and they will be my people." 2 This is what the LORD says: "The people who 
survive the sword will find favor in the desert; I will come to give rest to Israel." 3 The 
LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: "I have loved you with an everlasting love; I 
have drawn you with loving-kindness. 4 I will build you up again and you will be rebuilt, O 
Virgin Israel. Again you will take up your tambourines and go out to dance with the joyful. 
5 Again you will plant vineyards on the hills of Samaria; the farmers will plant them and 
enjoy their fruit. 6 There will be a day when watchmen cry out on the hills of Ephraim, 
'Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.'" 7 This is what the LORD says: "Sing 
with joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the nations. Make your praises heard, and 
say, 'O LORD, save your people, the remnant of Israel.' 8 See, I will bring them from the 
land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth. Among them will be the 
blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labor; a great throng will return. 9 
They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them beside 
streams of water on a level path where they will not stumble, because I am Israel's father, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn son. 

  

5. That God would send the Messiah. 
Jeremiah 23:5 "The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David 
a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which 
he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness. 

 



 59 

Jeremiah 30:7 How awful that day will be! None will be like it. It will be a time of trouble 
for Jacob, but he will be saved out of it. 8 "'In that day,' declares the LORD Almighty, 'I 
will break the yoke off their necks and will tear off their bonds; no longer will foreigners 
enslave them. 9 Instead, they will serve the LORD their God and David their king, whom I 
will raise up for them. 

 
Jeremiah 33:15 "'In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout 
from David's line; he will do what is just and right in the land. 16 In those days Judah will 
be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The 
LORD Our Righteousness.' 

 

C. Review of Judah’s History in a word. (taken from What The Bible Is All About:   

           Mears) 

 1. Chosen: Jeremiah prophesied to God’s chosen people in Judah until 

their exile in Babylon. 

  

 2. Captured: He warned them of their captivity if they would not listen to 

God. 

  

 3. Carried Away: They sinned until God allowed them to be carried away by 

King Nebuchadnezzar into Babylon where they stayed for 70 

years. 

  

 4. Coming Messiah: God will not allow His children to remain scattered throughout 

the nations of the world forever.  Someday the Jews would be 

allowed to return to Jerusalem and the Messiah; the Anointed 

One of God would rescue them and ultimately the world. 
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Lamentations 
Lesson # 22 

 

1. This book was written by Jeremiah and looks back over the same events that he 

 anticipated in the book of Jeremiah.  It is a book of mourning by the prophet over the fall 

 of Jerusalem and the captivity of God’s people because of their sin. 

 

2. The title of the book comes from the Hebrew word Qinoth, which when translated means 

 “to cry aloud”. 

 

Outline of the Book: 

3. Chapter 1 The plight of Jerusalem 

 Chapter 2 The anger of YAHWEH 

 Chapter 3 The Grief of Jeremiah 

 Chapter 4 The anger of YAHWEH (again) 

 Chapter 5 The prayer of Jerusalem 

 

Some Key Verses: 

Even in wrath there is mercy and hope. 
Lamentations 3:21 Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 22 Because of the LORD's great love 
we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 

 
Lamentations 3:31 For men are not cast off by the Lord forever. 32 Though he brings grief, he will show 
compassion, so great is his unfailing love. 

 
Lamentations 4:22 O Daughter of Zion, your punishment will end; he will not prolong your exile. But, O 
Daughter of Edom, he will punish your sin and expose your wickedness. 

 

We should not be surprised by God’s discipline. 
Lamentations 3:39 Why should any living man complain when punished for his sins? 

 

Our prayer of repentance and restoration. 
Lamentations 5:21 Restore us to yourself, O LORD, that we may return; renew our days as of old 
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Ezekiel 
Lesson #23 

 

Background of Ezekiel: 

 

1. Ezekiel was set in the midst of three significant Old Testament prophets. 

a. Jeremiah: Who prophesied to the Jews in Jerusalem during and after the first 

invasion of King Nebuchadnezzar.  He saw the fall of Jerusalem first hand 

and eventually made his way to Egypt. 

b. Daniel: Who was one of the young men taken into captivity during the first 

invasion of Babylon in 605 B.C.  Daniel will rise to influence the court of 

Babylon and be given visions about the future kingdoms and their rising 

and falling. 

c. Ezekiel: He also was one of the young men taken into captivity during the time of 

Daniel and others on the first invasion.  He became a prophet preaching to 

the 10,000 plus captives in Babylon.  He foretold the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the false hope of a quick return.   

 

2. There are several main themes that run throughout the book.   

 a. One theme is that  “They shall know that I am the Lord”.  It appears 70 times in  

  the book.   

Key Verses: 
Ezekiel 6:7 Your people will fall slain among you, and you will know that I am the LORD. 

 
Ezekiel 6:10 And they will know that I am the LORD; I did not threaten in vain to bring this calamity on 
them. 

 
Ezekiel 12:16 But I will spare a few of them from the sword, famine and plague, so that in the nations 
where they go they may acknowledge all their detestable practices. Then they will know that I am the 
LORD." 

 

 b. A second theme is that:  “The word of the Lord came to me”.  It appears 49 times  

  in the book and shows the warning of God for His people and coming judgment. 

 

3. Ezekiel was known for his strange methods of preaching by using symbols. 

 a. The mimic siege of Jerusalem   

 

Key Verses: 
Ezekiel 4:1 "Now, son of man, take a clay tablet, put it in front of you and draw the city of Jerusalem on it. 
2 Then lay siege to it: Erect siege works against it, build a ramp up to it, set up camps against it and put 
battering rams around it. 3 Then take an iron pan, place it as an iron wall between you and the city and 
turn your face toward it. It will be under siege, and you shall besiege it. This will be a sign to the house of 
Israel. 

 

 b. Visions of idolatry in the Temple. 

Key Verses: 
Ezekiel 8:3 He stretched out what looked like a hand and took me by the hair of my head. The Spirit lifted 
me up between earth and heaven and in visions of God he took me to Jerusalem, to the entrance to the 
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north gate of the inner court, where the idol that provokes to jealousy stood. 4 And there before me was 
the glory of the God of Israel, as in the vision I had seen in the plain. 5 Then he said to me, "Son of man, 
look toward the north." So I looked, and in the entrance north of the gate of the altar I saw this idol of 
jealousy. 6 And he said to me, "Son of man, do you see what they are doing-- the utterly detestable things 
the house of Israel is doing here, things that will drive me far from my sanctuary? But you will see things 
that are even more detestable." 

 

 c. He spoke of prophecies of the future. 

 

Key Verses: 

 
Ezekiel 6:1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 "Son of man, set your face against the mountains of 
Israel; prophesy against them 3 and say: 'O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Sovereign LORD. 
This is what the Sovereign LORD says to the mountains and hills, to the ravines and valleys: I am about 
to bring a sword against you, and I will destroy your high places. 

 

4. Ezekiel like Jeremiah had an unusual call. 

 

Key Verses: 

 
Ezekiel 2:1 He said to me, "Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you." 2 As he spoke, the 
Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. 3 He said: "Son of man, I 
am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their fathers 
have been in revolt against me to this very day. 4 The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate 
and stubborn. Say to them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says.' 5 And whether they listen or fail to 
listen-- for they are a rebellious house-- they will know that a prophet has been among them. 6 And you, 
son of man, do not be afraid of them or their words. Do not be afraid, though briers and thorns are all 
around you and you live among scorpions. Do not be afraid of what they say or terrified by them, though 
they are a rebellious house. 

 

5. Ezekiel had four major visions. 

 a. Vision of the Cherubim:  Vs 1:1-3:13 

 
Ezekiel 1:4 I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north-- an immense cloud with flashing 
lightning and surrounded by brilliant light. The center of the fire looked like glowing metal, 5 and in the fire 
was what looked like four living creatures. In appearance their form was that of a man, 6 but each of them 
had four faces and four wings. 7 Their legs were straight; their feet were like those of a calf and gleamed 
like burnished bronze. 8 Under their wings on their four sides they had the hands of a man. All four of 
them had faces and wings, 9 and their wings touched one another. Each one went straight ahead; they 
did not turn as they moved. 10 Their faces looked like this: Each of the four had the face of a man, and on 
the right side each had the face of a lion, and on the left the face of an ox; each also had the face of an 
eagle. 

 

 b. Vision of glory and godlessness: Vs 8:1-11:25 

 
Ezekiel 10:18 Then the glory of the LORD departed from over the threshold of the temple and stopped 
above the cherubim. 

 

 c. Vision of the burning vine:  Vs 15:1-8 

 
Ezekiel 15:1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 "Son of man, how is the wood of a vine better than 
that of a branch on any of the trees in the forest? 3 Is wood ever taken from it to make anything useful? 
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Do they make pegs from it to hang things on? 4 And after it is thrown on the fire as fuel and the fire burns 
both ends and chars the middle, is it then useful for anything? 5 If it was not useful for anything when it 
was whole, how much less can it be made into something useful when the fire has burned it and it is 
charred? 6 "Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: As I have given the wood of the vine among 
the trees of the forest as fuel for the fire, so will I treat the people living in Jerusalem. 7 I will set my face 
against them. Although they have come out of the fire, the fire will yet consume them. And when I set my 
face against them, you will know that I am the LORD. 8 I will make the land desolate because they have 
been unfaithful, declares the Sovereign LORD." 

 

 d. Vision of dry bones: Vs 37-1-18 

 
Ezekiel 37:1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and 
set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a 
great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, "Son of man, can 
these bones live?" I said, "O Sovereign LORD, you alone know." 

 
Ezekiel 37:10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and 
stood up on their feet-- a vast army. 

 
Ezekiel 37:12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, 
I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 

 

6. Ezekiel will prophesy against the King of Tyre, who possibly is an analogy for Satan. 

 
NIV Ezekiel 28:11 The word of the LORD came to me: 12 "Son of man, take up a lament concerning the 
king of Tyre and say to him: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: "'You were the model of perfection, 
full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 13 You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone 
adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl. Your 
settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared. 14 You 
were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; you 
walked among the fiery stones. 15 You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till 
wickedness was found in you. 16 Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you 
sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from 
among the fiery stones. 17 Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your 
wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings. 18 
By your many sins and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries. So I made a fire come out 
from you, and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were 
watching. 19 All the nations who knew you are appalled at you; you have come to a horrible end and will 
be no more.'" 

  

 From this passage we learn a few possible enlightenments about Satan. 

1) Satan was a beautiful and ornate being. 

2) He was in the Garden of Eden. 

3) He was anointed as a guardian Cherub (possibly to guard the tree of Knowledge) 

4) He was blameless at the beginning. 

5) He was driven from heaven and presence of God. 

6) Pride seems to be the root of his sinning. 

7) His final demise is will be a spectacle to all. 

 

7. Ezekiel is known as the watchman of the Old Testament. 
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Key Verses: 
NIV Ezekiel 33:7 "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I 
speak and give them warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you will surely die,' 
and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will 
hold you accountable for his blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he 
does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself. 

 

A. God holds us accountable for not preaching the full extent of His message. 

1. We need to preach the promises of glory and the horrors of eternal 

 judgment.  

 

B. We are not responsible for the wicked that hear the message and refuse it. 

 

8. The book of Ezekiel seems to contradict the theological concept of “once saved always 

saved”.  A person’s former righteousness will not save them if they continue to sin. 

 

Key Verses: 

 
NIV Ezekiel 33:12 "Therefore, son of man, say to your countrymen, 'The righteousness of the righteous 
man will not save him when he disobeys, and the wickedness of the wicked man will not cause him to fall 
when he turns from it. The righteous man, if he sins, will not be allowed to live because of his former 
righteousness.' 13 If I tell the righteous man that he will surely live, but then he trusts in his righteousness 
and does evil, none of the righteous things he has done will be remembered; he will die for the evil he has 
done.  
 

9. The book of Ezekiel also gives hope to those who are condemned but repent and turn  

 back to God.  

 

Key Verses: 
 

14 And if I say to the wicked man, 'You will surely die,' but he then turns away from his sin and does what 
is just and right-- 15 if he gives back what he took in pledge for a loan, returns what he has stolen, follows 
the decrees that give life, and does no evil, he will surely live; he will not die. 16 None of the sins he has 
committed will be remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he will surely live. 

 

10. The book of Ezekiel is very prophetic and needs to be read with a sensibility and room 

 for progressive revelation to the reader.  Meaning that we are open to the leading of the 

 Spirit of God to the full meaning as we develop as disciples of Jesus. 



 65 

Daniel  
Lesson #24 

An Overview of the Book: 

1. The Book of Daniel is broken down into two main sections. 

 A. Chapters 1-6 History of the captives in Babylon. 

 B. Chapters 7-12 Visions and prophecies of the future. 

 

2. The dating of the Book begins in 605 B.C. with his exile to Babylon. 

 

3. The main theme of the Book has been suggested by many scholars to be:  God is the 

 sovereign ruler of the world, at all times and in all places. 

 

The Man: 

4. Daniel was a young man taken into captivity during the 1
st
 invasion of the Babylonian 

 King Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Daniel 1:1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, 
along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in 
Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god. 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court 
officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility-- 4 young men without any 
physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to 
understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was to teach them the language and literature 
of the Babylonians. 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king's table. They 
were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king's service. 6 Among these 
were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 

 

5. He was known for his faithfulness to God even in captivity. 

 a. He did not defile himself by eating unclean food. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Daniel 1:8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the 
 chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 
 

 b. He did not stop worshiping God. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Daniel 6:6 So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: “O King 
Darius, live forever! 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed 
that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man 
during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. 8 Now, O king, issue 
the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in accordance with the laws of the Medes and 
Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 9 So King Darius put the decree in writing. 10 Now when Daniel 
learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows 
opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his 
God, just as he had done before. 
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His Friends: 

6. Three of Daniels’s friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were thrown in a furnace 

 for not bowing down and worshiping the Golden Idol made by King Nebuchadnezzar.  

 As a result of their faithfulness God protected them in the furnace and one like a son of 

 the God’s appeared with them in the furnace unharmed. 

 

Key verses: 
NIV Daniel 3:16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not 
need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God 
we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does 
not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have 
set up." 

 
NIV Daniel 3:24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, 
"Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?" They replied, "Certainly, O king." 25 He 
said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a 
son of the gods." 

 

The Visions: 

7. The first vision Daniel has is of the four beast symbolizing the coming of four  

 kingdoms. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Daniel 7:17 'The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise from the earth. 

 

8. The second vision Daniel has, is that of a Ram and Goat which symbolized the time of 

 the end. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Daniel 8:16 And I heard a man's voice from the Ulai calling, "Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the 
vision." 17 As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell prostrate. "Son of 
man," he said to me, "understand that the vision concerns the time of the end." 
 

9. The third vision Daniel has follows his prayer of repentance for himself and his people.  

In this vision the Angel Gabriel will come and give him a time table of Israel’s return to 

Jerusalem. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Daniel 9:20 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel and 
making my request to the LORD my God for his holy hill-- 21 while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I 
had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 22 He 
instructed me and said to me, "Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. 23 As 
soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly 
esteemed. Therefore, consider the message and understand the vision: 24 "Seventy 'sevens' are decreed 
for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy. 

 

10. The fourth vision Daniel will have, was that of a man.  It symbolized the coming rulers 

 and transition of power. 
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Key Verses: 
NIV Daniel 10:7 I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the men with me did not see it, but such 
terror overwhelmed them that they fled and hid themselves. 8 So I was left alone, gazing at this great 
vision; I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless. 

 

 11. The prophecies of Daniel are cryptic and were hard for him to understand, and so should 

 be interpreted with care and openness. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Daniel 12:8 I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, "My lord, what will the outcome of all this 
be?" 9 He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the 
end. 10 Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None 
of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand. 11 "From the time that the daily 
sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 12 
Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days. 13 "As for you, go your way till 
the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance." 
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Hosea 
Lesson #25 

 

1. Hosea prophesied to the Northern tribes of Israel during the reign of  King Jeroboam II. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Hosea 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of 
Israel: 

 

2. The central message of the book is: Return to the Lord. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Hosea 6:1 "Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has 
injured us but he will bind up our wounds. 

 

3. The Book of Hosea uses Hosea’s personal life as an illustration of Israel’s relationship to 

 God. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Hosea 1:2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, "Go, take to 
yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery 
in departing from the LORD." 3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore 
him a son.  
 

4. Names of Hosea’s children depicted God’s judgment on Israel. 

 a. Jezreel means:  God Scatters 
 NIV Hosea 1:4 Then the LORD said to Hosea, "Call him Jezreel, because I will  soon 

punish thehouse of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom 
of Israel. 

 

 b. Lo-Ruhamah means: not obtained mercy 
 NIV Hosea 1:6 Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the LORD 

said to Hosea, "Call her Lo-Ruhamah, for I will no longer show love to the house of 
Israel, that I shouldat all forgive them. 

 

 c. Lo-Ammi means: not my people 
NIV Hosea 1:9 Then the LORD said, "Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and I 
am not your God. 

 

5. Chapter 2 describes Gomer’s & Israel’s actions of adultery: 

 Vs 2 describes her corruption: 
NIV Hosea 2:2 "Rebuke your mother, rebuke her, for she is not my wife, and I am not her 
husband. Let her remove the adulterous look from her face and the unfaithfulness from 
between her breasts. 

 

Vs. 3-5  describes her chastisement: 
 NIV Hosea 2:3 Otherwise I will strip her naked and make her as bare as on the day she was born; 

I will make her like a desert, turn her into a parched land, and slay her with thirst. 4 I will not show 
my love to her children, because they are the children of adultery. 5 Their mother has been 
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unfaithful and has conceived them in disgrace. She said, 'I will go after my lovers, who give me 
my food and my water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my drink.' 

 

Vs 6-7 describes her confinement: 
 NIV Hosea 2:6 Therefore I will block her path with thornbushes; I will wall her in so that she 

cannot find her way. 7 She will chase after her lovers but not catch them; she will look for them 
but not find them. Then she will say, 'I will go back to my husband as at first, for then I was better 
off than now.' 

 

Vs 3:1-3 describes Hosea & God’s Compassion: 
 NIV Hosea 3:1 The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is 

loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they 
turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes." 2 So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver 
and about a homer and a lethek of barley. 3 Then I told her, "You are to live with me many days; 
you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will live with you." 

 

The Sins of Israel: 

6. There was a lack of knowledge of God. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Hosea 4:1 Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites, because the LORD has a charge to bring 
against you who live in the land: "There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the 
land. 
 

NIV Hosea 4:6 my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. "Because you have rejected knowledge, 
I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your 
children. 
 

7. There were false priests and prophets. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Hosea 4:5 You stumble day and night, and the prophets stumble with you. So I will destroy your 
mother-- 
 

NIV Hosea 4:9 And it will be: Like people, like priests. I will punish both of them for their ways and repay 
them for their deeds. 

 

8. There was extreme immorality. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Hosea 4:13 They sacrifice on the mountaintops and burn offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar and 
terebinth, where the shade is pleasant. Therefore your daughters turn to prostitution and your daughters-
in-law to adultery. 14 "I will not punish your daughters when they turn to prostitution, nor your daughters-
in-law when they commit adultery, because the men themselves consort with harlots and sacrifice with 
shrine prostitutes-- a people without understanding will come to ruin! 
 

NIV Hosea 7:4 They are all adulterers, burning like an oven whose fire the baker need not stir from the 
kneading of the dough till it rises. 
 

NIV Hosea 8:9 For they have gone up to Assyria like a wild donkey wandering alone. Ephraim has sold 
herself to lovers. 
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9. Ultimately the book of Hosea illustrates God’s forgiveness and restoration to the 

 repentant. 

 

Key Verse:  (all of Hosea 14) 
NIV Hosea 14:4 "I will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from 
them. 
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Joel  
Lesson #26 

 

1. Joel will prophesy to the nation of Judah in the south. 

 

2. The central message of the book of Joel is:  The Day of The Lord. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Joel 1:15 Alas for that day! For the day of the LORD is near; it will come like destruction from the 
Almighty. 
 

NIV Joel 2:1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, 
for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand-- 
 

NIV Joel 3:14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the 
valley of decision. 15 The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine. 16 The LORD 
will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky will tremble. But the LORD will be a 
refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel. 

 

Outline of the Book:  (taken from College Press Commentary on Joel) 

 

3. The national Emergency. 

 A. The book of Joel begins with a great plague of locusts that have devoured the land 

  leaving it barren. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Joel 1:4 What the locust swarm has left the great locusts have eaten; what the great locusts have left 
the young locusts have eaten; what the young locusts have left other locusts have eaten. 

 

 B. Joel will point out that this plague has affected everyone. 

  1. The people  Vs. 1:2-3  “hear this, you elders…” 

  2. The drunkards  Vs. 1:5  “Wake up, you drunkards, and weep!” 

  3. The priests  Vs. 1:9  “The priest are in mourning…” 

  4. The farmers  Vs. 1:11  “Despair you farmers…” 

 

4. The national Day of Prayer. 

 A. There is a call by the priest to pray and turn to God. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Joel 1:13 Put on sackcloth, O priests, and mourn; wail, you who minister before the altar. Come, 
spend the night in sackcloth, you who minister before my God; for the grain offerings and drink offerings 
are withheld from the house of your God. 14 Declare a holy fast; call a sacred assembly. Summon the 
elders and all who live in the land to the house of the LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD. 

 

5. The national Invasion. 

 A. Chapter 2 will describe the locust invasion like that of a coming army.  (Some  

  Scholars believe this to be allegorical to the invasion of Babylon.) 

Key Verses: 
NIV Joel 2:4 They have the appearance of horses; they gallop along like cavalry. 
 
NIV Joel 2:7 They charge like warriors; they scale walls like soldiers. They all march in line, not swerving 
from their course. 
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6. The national Repentance. 

 A. Even as the Locust (God’s Judgment approaches He pleads for the people to  

  repent) 

Key Verses: 
NIV Joel 2:12 'Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping 
and mourning.' 13 Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is 
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 
14 Who knows? He may turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing-- grain offerings and drink 
offerings for the LORD your God. 

 

7. The national Redemption. 

 A. If the people repent God declares that He will relent from calamity and bring a  

  blessing instead. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Joel 2:12 'Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping 
and mourning.' 13 Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is 
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 
14 Who knows? He may turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing-- grain offerings and drink 
offerings for the LORD your God. 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly. 
16 Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring together the elders, gather the children, those 
nursing at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber. 17 Let the priests, 
who minister before the LORD, weep between the temple porch and the altar. Let them say, 'Spare your 
people, O LORD. Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. Why 
should they say among the peoples, 'Where is their God?'' 18 Then the LORD will be jealous for his land 
and take pity on his people. 

 

8. The national Revelation. 

 A. God declares that there is coming a day when He will move in a mighty way for  

  all men.  This verse is understood by Peter to be fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Joel 2:28 'And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

 

9. The global Retribution. 

 A. After God punishes Judah for its sin and they repent and are restored, God will  

  then turn His judgment on those who have not acknowledged Him as God and  

  who scattered his people. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Joel 3:1 'In those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will 
gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will enter into judgment 
against them concerning my inheritance, my people Israel, for they scattered my people among the 
nations and divided up my land. 

 
NIV Joel 3:16 The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky will 
tremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel. 
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Amos 
(Lesson #27) 

 

1. When God called Amos to prophesy to Israel he was a shepherd living in Judah. 

 

a. Things were going well in Judah, and there was great prosperity under King 

Uzziah.  Yet God’s call on this young shepherd turned prophet & preacher was so 

great that he left his home land to preach to the King himself the coming 

destruction of the surrounding nations and Israel for their disobedience to God’s 

word. 

 

b. His home of Tekoa was about 5 miles from Bethlehem. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Amos 1:1 The words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa-- what he saw concerning Israel two 
years before the earthquake, when Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king of 
Israel. 

 

2. Amos will prophesy against 6 foreign nations and both Israel and  Judah. 

 a. God’s judgment was against Syria because:  they were cruel. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Amos 1:3 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Damascus, even for four, I will not turn back 
my wrath. Because she threshed Gilead with sledges having iron teeth, 4 I will send fire upon the house 
of Hazael that will consume the fortresses of Ben-Hadad. 5 I will break down the gate of Damascus; I will 
destroy the king who is in the Valley of Aven and the one who holds the scepter in Beth Eden. The people 
of Aram will go into exile to Kir," says the LORD. 

 

 b. God’s judgment was against Philistia because:  they sold Israelites into slavery. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Amos 1:6 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Gaza, even for four, I will not turn back my 
wrath. Because she took captive whole communities and sold them to Edom, 7 I will send fire upon the 
walls of Gaza that will consume her fortresses. 8 I will destroy the king of Ashdod and the one who holds 
the scepter in Ashkelon. I will turn my hand against Ekron, till the last of the Philistines is dead," says the 
Sovereign LORD. 

 

 c. God’s judgment was against Phoenicia because:  they broke their covenant with  

  Israel. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Amos 1:9 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Tyre, even for four, I will not turn back my 
wrath. Because she sold whole communities of captives to Edom, disregarding a treaty of brotherhood, 
10 I will send fire upon the walls of Tyre that will consume her fortresses." 

 

 d. God’s judgment was against Edom because:  they caused Israel to suffer. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Amos 1:11 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Edom, even for four, I will not turn back my 
wrath. Because he pursued his brother with a sword, stifling all compassion, because his anger raged 
continually and his fury flamed unchecked, 12 I will send fire upon Teman that will consume the fortresses 
of Bozrah." 
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 e. God’s judgment was against Ammon because:  they were violent against Israel. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Amos 1:13 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Ammon, even for four, I will not turn back 
my wrath. Because he ripped open the pregnant women of Gilead in order to extend his borders, 14 I will 
set fire to the walls of Rabbah that will consume her fortresses amid war cries on the day of battle, amid 
violent winds on a stormy day. 15 Her king will go into exile, he and his officials together," says the LORD. 

 

 f. God’s judgment was against Moab because: of their injustice. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Amos 2:1 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Moab, even for four, I will not turn back my 
wrath. Because he burned, as if to lime, the bones of Edom's king, 2 I will send fire upon Moab that will 
consume the fortresses of Kerioth. Moab will go down in great tumult amid war cries and the blast of the 
trumpet. 3 I will destroy her ruler and kill all her officials with him," says the LORD. 

 

g. God’s judgment was against Judah because:  they despised the Law. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Amos 2:4 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Judah, even for four, I will not turn back my 
wrath. Because they have rejected the law of the LORD and have not kept his decrees, because they 
have been led astray by false gods, the gods their ancestors followed, 5 I will send fire upon Judah that 
will consume the fortresses of Jerusalem." 

 

 h. God’s judgment was against Israel because: their immorality was great. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Amos 2:6 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Israel, even for four, I will not turn back my 
wrath. They sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals. 7 They trample on the heads 
of the poor as upon the dust of the ground and deny justice to the oppressed. Father and son use the 
same girl and so profane my holy name. 8 They lie down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge. 
In the house of their god they drink wine taken as fines.  

 

Visions of Amos: 

2. The prophet Amos will have 5 visions of plagues as judgment on Israel. 

 

 a. The vision of the locust swarm: God relented 

 b. The vision of a great fire:  God relented 

 c. The vision of the plumb line:  God would spare no longer 

 d. The vision of the ripe fruit:  God’s judgment was nearing 

 e. The vision of God at the altar: God’s judgment being poured out 

 

The Hope for the Remnant: 

 

3. Amos ends with God giving hope of restoration for the remnant of Israel. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Amos 9:11 "In that day I will restore David's fallen tent. I will repair its broken places, restore its ruins, 
and build it as it used to be, 
 
NIV Amos 9:14 I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. 
They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit. 
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Obadiah, Jonah,  
(Lesson #28) 

Obadiah 

 

1. Obadiah means:  Servant of YAHWEH.  He was God’s messenger to Edom. 

 

2. The main message of the book is the “Deception of Pride”. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Obadiah 1:3 The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rocks and 
make your home on the heights, you who say to yourself, 'Who can bring me down to the ground?' 

  

3. The Edomites were the descendants of Esau who harbored a hatred for the Jews because 

 of Jacobs’s actions in defrauding Israel with the birthright. 

 

 The Edomites showed hostility towards Israel throughout their history. 

a. They rejected the request of Israel to pass through the land during the exodus. 

 

Key Verses:  
NIV Numbers 20:14 Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom, saying: "This is what your 
brother Israel says: ….  We will not go through any field or vineyard, or drink water from any well. We will 
travel along the king's highway and not turn to the right or to the left until we have passed through your 
territory." 18 But Edom answered: "You may not pass through here; if you try, we will march out and 
attack you with the sword." ….   21 Since Edom refused to let them go through their territory, Israel turned 
away from them. 

 

 b. They rejoiced at the destruction of the city of Jerusalem. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Psalm 137:7 Remember, O LORD, what the Edomites did on the day Jerusalem fell. "Tear it down," 
they cried, "tear it down to its foundations!" 

 

4. The Edomites were punished because they did nothing while Judah was under siege and 

 even helped the attackers. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Obadiah 1:10 Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, you will be covered with shame; 
you will be destroyed forever. 11 On the day you stood aloof while strangers carried off his wealth and 
foreigners entered his gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like one of them. 

 
NIV Obadiah 1:14 You should not wait at the crossroads to cut down their fugitives, nor hand over their survivors 

in the day of their trouble. 

 

5. In the end Obadiah will prophesy that Israel will return to the land of Judah and possess it 

while the descendants of Esau will be destroyed. 
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Key Verses: 
NIV Obadiah 1:18 The house of Jacob will be a fire and the house of Joseph a flame; the house of Esau 
will be stubble, and they will set it on fire and consume it. There will be no survivors from the house of 
Esau." The LORD has spoken. 

Jonah 

 
1. Jonah lived under the kingship of Jeroboam II and helped him build the boundaries of 

 the nation of Israel.  

 
NIV 2 Kings 14:25 He was the one who restored the boundaries of Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Sea of 
the Arabah, in accordance with the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, spoken through his servant 
Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher. 

 

Simple Structure to remembering the Book of Jonah: 

 

A. Jonah is running away from God. 

 1. God calls Jonah to preach to Nineveh the Capitol city of Assyria a very powerful  

  and cruel nation.  Yet Jonah refuses to and tries to run away. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Jonah 1:1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh 
and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me." 3 But Jonah ran away from the 
LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After 
paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD. 

 

B. Jonah is running to God. 

 1. Jonah is thrown overboard during a great storm and swallowed by a large fish. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Jonah 2:1 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God. 2 He said: "In my distress I called 
to the LORD, and he answered me. From the depths of the grave I called for help, and you listened to my 
cry. 

 

C. Jonah is running with God. 

 1. After being vomited up by the fish, Jonah goes to Nineveh and preaches a 

message of repentance.  

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Jonah 3:1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2 "Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you." 3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to 
Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important city-- a visit required three days. 

 

D. Jonah is running ahead of God. 

 1. Jonah is angry that God did not destroy Nineveh. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Jonah 3:10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had 
compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. 4:1 But Jonah was greatly 
displeased and became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still 
at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 
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Micah 
(Lesson #29) 

 

1. Micah was a simple worker of the fields who was called by God to prophesy mainly to 

the nation of Judah, although he also spoke prophetically to the Northern capitol of 

Samaria. 

 

2. Micah prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah all whom were kings 

 of Judah. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Micah 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah—the vision he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 

 

3. Micah was a contemporary of two other Prophets, Isaiah who prophesied to the king’s 

 court in Jerusalem and Hosea who prophesied to the people of Israel. 

 

4. Micah will live to see the destruction of Israel and the fall of Samaria to the 

 Assyrians. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Micah 6:13 Therefore, I have begun to destroy you, to ruin you because of your sins. 

 

Series of threes in the Book of Micah: 

 

5. Three main Divisions of the book: 

 

a. A promise of Deliverance. 
NIV Micah 2:12 “I will surely gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely bring together the 
remnant of Israel. I will bring them together like sheep in a pen, like a flock in its pasture; 
the place will throng with people. 13 One who breaks open the way will go up before 
them; they will break through the gate and go out. Their king will pass through before 
them, the LORD at their head.” 

 

b. A promise to overthrow the enemies in the land. 
NIV Micah 5:10 “In that day,” declares the LORD, “I will destroy your horses from among 
you and demolish your chariots. 

 
NIV Micah 5:15 I will take vengeance in anger and wrath upon the nations that have not 
obeyed me.” 

 

c. A fulfillment of promise to Abraham. 
NIV Micah 7:20 You will be true to Jacob, and show mercy to Abraham, as you pledged 
on oath to our fathers in days long ago. 

 

6. Three passages concerning the Christ child. 

 

a. The name of the town where he will be born.  
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NIV Micah 5:2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are 
from of old, from ancient times.” 

 
b. The Kingship of the Christ child. 2:12-13 

NIV Micah 2: 13 One who breaks open the way will go up before them; they will break 
through the gate and go out. Their king will pass through before them, the LORD at their 
head.” 

 
NIV Micah 5:4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his 
greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 5 And he will be their peace. When the 
Assyrian invades our land and marches through our fortresses, we will raise against him 
seven shepherds, even eight leaders of men. 

 

c. The extent of His reign.  4:1,7 
NIV Micah 4:1 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as 
chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. 

 

NIV Micah 4:7 I will make the lame a remnant, those driven away a strong nation. The 
LORD will rule over them in Mount Zion from that day and forever. 

 

7. Three quotations of Micah in the New Testament. 

 

a. Quoted by the Elders of Jerusalem in Jeremiah 26:18,  (Micah 3:12) 
NIV Jeremiah 26:18 “Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of 
Judah. He told all the people of Judah, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: “’Zion will 
be plowed like a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble, the temple hill a mound 
overgrown with thickets.’ 

 

b. Quoted by the Magi in Matt 2:5-6, (Micah 5:2) 
NIV Matthew 2:5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has 
written: 6 “’But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people 
Israel.’” 

 

c. Quoted by Jesus when sending out the Twelve in Matt 10:35-36, (Micah 7:6) 
NIV Matthew 10:35 For I have come to turn “’a man against his father, a daughter against her 

mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—36 a man’s enemies will be the members of 

his own household.’ 

 

8. Three essentials of true worship to God. 
NIV Micah 6:8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

a. Act Justly. 
NIV Deuteronomy 16:20 Follow justice and justice alone, so that you may live and 
possess the land the LORD your God is giving you. 

b. Love Mercy. 
NIV Proverbs 11:17 A kind man benefits himself, but a cruel man brings trouble on 
himself. 

c. Walk Humbly with God. 
NIV Proverbs 22:4 Humility and the fear of the LORD bring wealth and honor and life. 
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Nahum & Habakkuk 
( Lesson # 30) 

Nahum 
1. Nahum was a prophet who lived during the reign of the good king Hezekiah of Judah, 

 and prophesied against the Assyrians. 

Key Verse:  
NIV Nahum 1:1 An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 

 

2. His writing served a twofold purpose: 

 a. It declared the destruction to come upon Nineveh for all her sinning. 

 

 b. It gave comfort to the people of Israel that their enemy would not prosper over  

  them.  (You remember it was the Assyrians who destroyed the Northern Kingdom 

  in 722 B.C. and surrounded the city of Jerusalem until God delivered them  

  destroying 185,000 soldiers in one night.) 

Key Verse: 
NIV Nahum 1:7 The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him, 8 but 
with an overwhelming flood he will make an end of Nineveh; he will pursue his foes into darkness. 9 
Whatever they plot against the LORD he will bring to an end; trouble will not come a second time. 

 

3. Nahum’s name means comfort and the New Testament city of Capernaum means: Village 

 of Comfort.  (You might recall that it was at Capernaum where Jesus worked many 

 miracles healing and comforting the people.) 

Key Verse: 
NIV Matthew 11:23 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the 
depths. If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained 
to this day. 

 

4. Nahum’s writing against Nineveh follows 150 years after the prophet Jonah preached and 

 sparked a revival in the city, however now the city had totally turned its back on God. 

 

5. Nahum’s writings show two distinct lists of some of the attributes of God as both the 

 loving heavenly Father and the just Judge. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Nahum 1:2 The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD takes vengeance and is filled with 
wrath. The LORD takes vengeance on his foes and maintains his wrath against his enemies. 3 The 
LORD is slow to anger and great in power; the LORD will not leave the guilty unpunished. His way is in 
the whirlwind and the storm, and clouds are the dust of his feet. 4 He rebukes the sea and dries it up; he 
makes all the rivers run dry. Bashan and Carmel wither and the blossoms of Lebanon fade. 5 The 
mountains quake before him and the hills melt away. The earth trembles at his presence, the world and 
all who live in it. 6 Who can withstand his indignation? Who can endure his fierce anger? His wrath is 
poured out like fire; the rocks are shattered before him. 7 The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. 
He cares for those who trust in him, 

  a. As the loving Father:  1) Slow to Anger, 2) good,  3) a Stronghold in the day of  

  trouble, 4) knowing them that trust Him. 

 b. As the just judge:  1)  He is jealous, 2)  He is avenging, 3)  He is filled with  

  wrath at evildoers, 4)  He maintains wrath against His enemies, 5)  He is great in  

  power, 6)  He  will not leave the guilty unpunished, 7)  He is indignant. 
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Habakkuk 
1. Just as Obadiah spoke against Edom, and Nahum against Assyria, Habakkuk will 

 prophesy against Babylon. 

 

2. He was a contemporary of Jeremiah and Daniel.  He saw the destruction of Jerusalem to 

 the Babylonians and the deportation of his fellow countrymen to Babylon. 

 

3. The book of Habakkuk might be summarized in the question of “Why”.   

 

4. The Structure of the book: 

 a. Watch and See   1. The Burden 

 b. Stand and See  OR  2. The Vision 

 c. Kneel and See    3. The Prayer 

 

5. Habakkuk questions God about the injustice of the people of Judah and why God has not 

 answered his prayer. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Habakkuk 1:2 How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, 
"Violence!" but you do not save? 3 Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong? 
Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. 

 

6. God’s answer is “Watch and See”,  for the Babylonians were on the rise and would soon 

 come to destroy Judah for her wickedness. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Habakkuk 1:6 I am raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people, who sweep 
across the whole earth to seize dwelling places not their own. 

 

7. Habakkuk is taken back by God’s use of such a vile nation to bring punishment to Judah 

and questions how a Holy God can do such a thing. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Habakkuk 1:12 O LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will not die. O 
LORD, you have appointed them to execute judgment; O Rock, you have ordained them to punish. 13 
Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the 
treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 

 

8. Habakkuk does not understand the answer from God but declares I will “Stand and See” 

 what His rebuke will be.  God will declare that Babylon is not righteous and in the end 

 she will come to a great fall. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Habakkuk 2:4 "See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright-- but the righteous will live by his 
faith-- 
NIV Habakkuk 2:16 You will be filled with shame instead of glory. Now it is your turn! Drink and be 
exposed! The cup from the LORD's right hand is coming around to you, and disgrace will cover your 
glory. 

 

9. Habakkuk finally “kneels” in the knowledge that God is sovereign and asks for God to 

 temper His wrath with Mercy. 

Key Verse: NIV Habakkuk 3:2 LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. 

Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy. 
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Zephaniah & Haggai 
(lesson # 31) 

 

1. Zephaniah was the great-great-grandson of King Hezekiah.  He preached during the reign 

of the good king Josiah. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Zephaniah 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Zephaniah son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the 
son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, during the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah: 

 

2. The central message of the book can be summed up as:  Judah’s journey from desolation 

to  Deliverance. 

  

Key Verses: 
NIV Zephaniah 1:4 "I will stretch out my hand against Judah and against all who live in Jerusalem. I will 
cut off from this place every remnant of Baal, the names of the pagan and the idolatrous priests-- 5 those 
who bow down on the roofs to worship the starry host, those who bow down and swear by the LORD and 
who also swear by Molech, 6 those who turn back from following the LORD and neither seek the LORD 
nor inquire of him. 

 
NIV Zephaniah 3:19 At that time I will deal with all who oppressed you; I will rescue the lame and gather 
those who have been scattered. I will give them praise and honor in every land where they were put to 
shame. 20 At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give you honor and praise 
among all the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes," says the LORD. 

 

3. Key Passages of the Book: 

a. NIV Zephaniah 1:18 Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day 

of the LORD's wrath. In the fire of his jealousy the whole world will be consumed, for he 
will make a sudden end of all who live in the earth." 

1. When the Judgment of God comes, worldly wealth will have no bearing or 

yield any protection for the unrepentant sinner. 

 

b. NIV Zephaniah 2:7 It will belong to the remnant of the house of Judah; there they will find 

pasture. In the evening they will lie down in the houses of Ashkelon. The LORD their God 
will care for them; he will restore their fortunes. 
 
NIV Zephaniah 2:9 Therefore, as surely as I live," declares the LORD Almighty, the God 
of Israel, "surely Moab will become like Sodom, the Ammonites like Gomorrah-- a place 
of weeds and salt pits, a wasteland forever. The remnant of my people will plunder them; 
the survivors of my nation will inherit their land." 

1. The land of Palestine was given by God to Abraham and his descendants.  It 

was conquered by Joshua and the 12 tribes and even though they were 

disobedient God was declaring that they were to be the owners of the land. 

 

 c. NIV Zephaniah 3:1 Woe to the city of oppressors, rebellious and defiled! 2 She obeys no 

one, she accepts no correction. She does not trust in the LORD, she does not draw near 
to her God. 3 Her officials are roaring lions, her rulers are evening wolves, who leave 
nothing for the morning. 4 Her prophets are arrogant; they are treacherous men. Her 
priests profane the sanctuary and do violence to the law. 
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1. The city of Jerusalem had sunk into deep rebellion against God.  The 

following list shows just how defiled the nation had become in Zeph. 3:1-4 

Vs. 2 There is no moral law, and no standard. 

 There is no fear of God or a desire for His presence.  

Vs. 3 The Government has become devourers of the people. 

Vs. 4 The Preachers have been overcome with pride and they bring disgrace to 

the temple and worship of God.  

 

4. The foreshadowing of Jesus Christ. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Zephaniah 3:14 Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your 
heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back 
your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. 16 On that day 
they will say to Jerusalem, "Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. 17 The LORD your God 
is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will 
rejoice over you with singing." 

 

a. Vs. 15 speaks of the taking away of our punishment. 
NIV Isaiah 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds 
we are healed. 

 

 b. Vs. 15 speaks of God being with them. 
NIV John 12:13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 
"Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the King of 
Israel!" 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, 15 "Do not be 
afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey's colt." 

 

 c. Vs. 17 speaks of God’s presence and purpose for Jerusalem. 
NIV Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 

 

Haggai 
 

1. The Book of Haggai is a part of a trio of books known as the post-captivity prophets.  

They focused their messages on the people of God who returned after the Babylonian 

captivity. 

 

2. The Book of Haggai deals primarily with the rebuilding of the Temple. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Haggai 1:7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into 
the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be 
honored," says the LORD. 

 

3. The book can be divided up into four sermons: 

Sermon 1 Correcting the people’s attitude towards God. Chapter One 

 1. Correcting the Priorities of believers. 
NIV Haggai 1:2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "These people say, 'The time has 
not yet come for the LORD's house to be built.'" 3 Then the word of the LORD came 
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through the prophet Haggai: 4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled 
houses, while this house remains a ruin?" 

  

2. Their selfishness yielded less from their labors. 
NIV Haggai 1:6 You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never 
have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. 
You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it." 

 

 3. Start building My House! 
NIV Haggai 1:7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 
8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may 
take pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD. 

 

Sermon 2 Encouragement for the workers.   Chapter 2:1-9 

1. Remember My Covenant from the days of Moses. 
NIV Haggai 2:5 'This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my 
Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.' 

 

 2. Remember My Spirit is still with you. 
NIV Haggai 2:5 'This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my 
Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.' 

 

 3. There is a purpose for the rebuilding of the Temple. 
NIV Haggai 2:7 I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will 
fill this house with glory,' says the LORD Almighty. 

(Luke records the taking of Jesus to the temple on the 8
th 

day for the circumcision 

and the blessing that was pronounces by the priest there.) 

 

Sermon 3 The Blessings of Heaven are opened up.  Chapter 2:15-19 

 1. Disobedience and selfishness brought little return. 
NIV Haggai 2:15 "'Now give careful thought to this from this day on--consider how things 
were before one stone was laid on another in the LORD's temple. 16 When anyone came 
to a heap of twenty measures, there were only ten. When anyone went to a wine vat to 
draw fifty measures, there were only twenty. 17 I struck all the work of your hands with 
blight, mildew and hail, yet you did not turn to me,' declares the LORD. 

 

 2. Obedience and self-sacrifice brings blessing from God. 
NIV Haggai 2:18 'From this day on, from this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give 
careful thought to the day when the foundation of the LORD's temple was laid. Give 
careful thought: 19 Is there yet any seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine and the fig 
tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne fruit. "'From this day on I will 
bless you.'" 

 

Sermon 4 The Promise of God.     Chapter 2:20-23 

 1. God reassures Zerubbabel that He will accomplish the task. 
NIV Haggai 2:23 "'On that day,' declares the LORD Almighty, 'I will take you, my servant 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,' declares the LORD, 'and I will make you like my signet ring, 
for I have chosen you,' declares the LORD Almighty." 
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Zechariah & Malachi 
(Lesson #32) 

 

1. Zechariah was from the family linage of Aaron, Moses’ brother who was the first High 

Priest. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Zechariah 1:1 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the 
prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo: 

 

 

2. It was during the time period of Haggai and Zechariah that the Priesthood will take the 

lead in the Nation of Israel. 

 

 From Moses to Samuel  Israel was mainly under Judges. 

 From Saul to Zedekiah   Israel was mainly under the Kings. 

 From Jeshua (priest during the Israel was mainly under the Priests.  

return from exile to 70 A.D.) 

 

The Ten Visions of Zachariah: 

 

1) 1:8-17  The Rider on the Red Horse  Illustrates God’s Jealousy for 

Jerusalem. 

 
NIV Zechariah 1:14 Then the angel who was speaking to me said, "Proclaim this word: This is what 
the LORD Almighty says: 'I am very jealous for Jerusalem and Zion, 

 
NIV Zechariah 1:16 "Therefore, this is what the LORD says: 'I will return to Jerusalem with mercy, 
and there my house will be rebuilt. And the measuring line will be stretched out over Jerusalem,' 
declares the LORD Almighty. 

 

2) 1:18  The four horns    Represents the four nations that  

        scattered the Jewish people. 

 
NIV Zechariah 1:21 I asked, "What are these coming to do?" He answered, "These are the horns that 
scattered Judah so that no one could raise his head, but the craftsmen have come to terrify them and 
throw down these horns of the nations who lifted up their horns against the land of Judah to scatter its 
people." 

 

3) 1:20-21 The four carpenters   Represents the instruments of  

        judgment upon the bondage nations. 
 
NIV Zechariah 1:20 Then the LORD showed me four craftsmen. 21 I asked, "What are these coming 
to do?" He answered, "These are the horns that scattered Judah so that no one could raise his head, 
but the craftsmen have come to terrify them and throw down these horns of the nations who lifted up 
their horns against the land of Judah to scatter its people." 

 

4) 2:1-13  The man with the measuring line Illustrates God’s hedge of protection  

        for the Jerusalem. 
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NIV Zechariah 2:2 I asked, "Where are you going?" He answered me, "To measure Jerusalem, to find 
out how wide and how long it is." 3 Then the angel who was speaking to me left, and another angel 
came to meet him 4 and said to him: "Run, tell that young man, 'Jerusalem will be a city without walls 
because of the great number of men and livestock in it. 5 And I myself will be a wall of fire around it,' 
declares the LORD, 'and I will be its glory within.' 

 

5) 3:1-10  Joshua the High Priest   Represents the removing of guilt and  

        sin from man. 

 
NIV Zechariah 3:4 The angel said to those who were standing before him, "Take off his filthy clothes." 
Then he said to Joshua, "See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you." 

 

6) 4:1-14  Golden Candlestick and trees  Symbolizes that God will rebuild His  

        temple. 

 
NIV Zechariah 4:6 So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor 
by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty. 7 "What are you, O mighty mountain? Before 
Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of 'God bless 
it! God bless it!'" 8 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 9 "The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the LORD Almighty 
has sent me to you. 

 

7) 5:1-4  The Flying Scroll   The scroll is the word of God sent  

        forth to judge. 

 
NIV Zechariah 5:3 And he said to me, "This is the curse that is going out over the whole land; for 
according to what it says on one side, every thief will be banished, and according to what it says on 
the other, everyone who swears falsely will be banished. 

 

8) 8)  5:5-11 The Ephah    Represents Sins being taken to 

       Babylon. 

 
NIV Zechariah 5:6 I asked, "What is it?" He replied, "It is a measuring basket." And he added, "This is 
the iniquity of the people throughout the land." 

 

9) 9)  6:1-8 The four Chariots   Represents the judgment of the Lord 

       on the Nations. 

 
NIV Zechariah 6:5 The angel answered me, "These are the four spirits of heaven, going out from 
standing in the presence of the Lord of the whole world. 

 

10) 10) 6:9-15 The Symbolic Crowning of Joshua This is a foreshadowing of the 2
nd 

  
     coming of Christ.   

   
NIV Zechariah 6:12 Tell him this is what the LORD Almighty says: 'Here is the man whose name is 
the Branch, and he will branch out from his place and build the temple of the LORD. 

 

3. Zechariah has more prophetic passages about Jesus than any other book of the O.T. other 

than Isaiah. 
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 a. 3:8  Christ is the branch. 
NIV Zechariah 3:8 "'Listen, O high priest Joshua and your associates seated before you, who are 
men symbolic of things to come: I am going to bring my servant, the Branch. 
NIV Isaiah 11:1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 
fruit. 

 
NIV Acts 13:22 After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning him: 'I 
have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.' 
23 "From this man's descendants God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised. 

 

 b. 6:13  Jesus the Priest. 

 
NIV Zechariah 6:13 It is he who will build the temple of the LORD, and he will be clothed with 
majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And he will be a priest on his throne. And there will be 
harmony between the two.' 

 
NIV Hebrews 6:20 where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become 
a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 

 

 c. 11:12-13 Jesus will be betrayed. 

 
NIV Zechariah 11:12 I told them, "If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it." So they 
paid me thirty pieces of silver. 13 And the LORD said to me, "Throw it to the potter"-- the 
handsome price at which they priced me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into 
the house of the LORD to the potter. 

 
NIV Matthew 27:9 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "They took the 
thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the people of Israel, 

 

 d. 12:10  His hands will be pierced. 

 
NIV Zechariah 12:10 "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will 
mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a 
firstborn son. 

 
NIV John 19:37 and, as another scripture says, "They will look on the one they have pierced." 

 

Malachi 
 

1. The central message of this last book of the Old Testament is “He shall come”. 

 

2. Malachi can be broken into three sections. 

 a. The sins of the Priest.  Chapters 1:1-2:9 
 

NIV Malachi 1:6 "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, where is the 
honor due me? If I am a master, where is the respect due me?" says the LORD Almighty. "It is 
you, O priests, who show contempt for my name. "But you ask, 'How have we shown contempt 
for your name?' 
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NIV Malachi 1:11 My name will be great among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the 
sun. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name will 
be great among the nations," says the LORD Almighty. 12 "But you profane it by saying of the 
Lord's table, 'It is defiled,' and of its food, 'It is contemptible.' 

 

 

 b. The sins of the people.  Chapters 2:10-3:18 

 
NIV Malachi 3:8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In 
tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse-- the whole nation of you-- because you are robbing 
me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in 
this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from 
devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD 
Almighty. 12 "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says 
the LORD Almighty. 

 

 c. The great things to come. Chapters 3-4 

 
NIV Malachi 3:5 "So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against 
sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who 
oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me," says 
the LORD Almighty. 6 "I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not 
destroyed. 



 88 

Introduction to the New Testament 
(Lesson #33) 

 

1. The New Testament is called such because its focus is all about the New Covenant that 

 Jesus made with his disciples. 

Key Verse:  
NIV Matthew 26:28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. 

 
NIV Luke 22:20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, which is poured out for you. 

 

2. The New Testament is comprised of several genres of literature: 

 A. The Gospel Accounts:  These books are the written first hand and eye  

      witness accounts of Jesus’ teachings and actions. 

 

1. The Synoptics: This word means “Seen Together”  They are the  

first three New Testament books.  Matthew, Mark, 

& Luke. They reflect a similar literary view of 

Christ. 

 

  2. The Gospel of John: This book was written by the longest living Apostle  

      John later after the other Gospel accounts had been  

      circulated among the early church. 

 

 B. The Book of Acts: This book is an open ended Historical account of 

the actions “Acts” of the early church.  It was 

written by the Gospel writer Luke.  It included 

missionary journeys, Church plants, and early 

church decisions. 

  

 C. The Epistles:   These are letters written to either individual people  

      such Philemon, Timothy, Titus; or to particular  

      churches such as Ephesians, Colossians ect. 

 

  1. The Prison Epistles: These were the letters that Paul wrote under house  

      arrest or imprisonment in Rome. 

 

 2. The Pastoral Epistles: These letters were written to encourage Timothy 

and Titus in their duties as evangelists and 

preachers. 

 

  3. The General Epistles: These were simply letters written by Paul, James,  

      Jude and Peter to churches for various reasons.   

      Some corrective, some encouraging. 
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 D. The Book of Prophecy: The New Testament has only one book totally  

      dedicated to prophecy, the book of Revelation.    

 

3. The New Testament has 8 named authors and 1 un-named author. 

 1. Matthew One gospel account. 

 2. Mark  One gospel account. 

 3. Luke   One gospel account and the book of Acts. 

 4. John  One gospel and account, 3 epistles, Revelation. 

 5. Peter  Two epistles. 

 6. Paul  Thirteen epistles. 

 7. James  One epistle 

 8. Jude  One epistle 

 9. Unknown author of Hebrews 

 

4. The language of the New Testament is mainly Greek.  However some scholars have 

proposed that originally some gospels may have been written in Aramaic, mainly the 

Gospel of Matthew.   

 

 Eusebius an early church father and historian living around 325 AD will quote Papias 

another early church father living around 100 AD as saying “That Matthew had 

composed in Aramaic the oracles of the Lord, which were translated into Greek by each 

man as he was able.”  Irenaeus living around 150 AD will write “Matthew also issued a 

written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect, while Peter and Paul were 

preaching at Rome and laying the foundations of the Church.” 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV John 19:17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha). 

 
NIV Matthew 27:33 They came to a place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). 

 
NIV John 19:20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 
city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 

 
NIV Matthew 27:46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"-- 
which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 

 

5. The Gospels means The Good News.  Thus the first four books of the New Testament 

were called the “The Good News Books” because they gave hope of salvation to all men 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to 
all nations, and then the end will come. 

 
NIV Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 
NIV Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
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Matthew 
(Lesson #34) 

 

The Author: 

1. The author of the book of Matthew is also known in scripture as Levi. (Lk 5:25; Mk 2;14) 

 a. He was a Tax collector by profession. 

 b. He was an Outcast socially. 

 c. He willingly Left all to follow Jesus. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Matthew 9:9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's 
booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 10 While Jesus was having dinner 
at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When 
the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
'sinners'?" 

 

The Audience: 

2. The Gospel of Matthew was written to primarily a Jewish audience to prove that Jesus 

 was the long awaited Messiah spoken about in the Old Testament Prophecies. 

 

Prophecies of His Birth fulfilled according to Matthew. 

 

The Prophecy The Old Testament Passage The New Testament 

Fulfillment 
 

 

1.      The Messiah will be Virgin     

                         Born     . 

NIV Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord 

himself will give you a sign: The 

virgin will be with child and will 

give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel. 

 

NIV Matthew 1:22 All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had 

said through the prophet: 23 "The 

virgin will be with child and will 

give birth to a son, and they will call 

him Immanuel"--which means, "God 

with us." 

 

 

2.      The Messiah will come from    

         the linage of          David        .   

NIV Isaiah 11:1 A shoot will come 

up from the stump of Jesse; from his 

roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

 

NIV Matthew 1:6 and Jesse the 

father of King David. … 

NIV Matthew 1:16 and Jacob the 

father of Joseph, the husband of 

Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who 

is called Christ. 

 

3.      The Messiah’s birth will cause  

         a great mourning                 for    

         some.           

NIV Jeremiah 31:15 This is what the 

LORD says: "A voice is heard in 

Ramah, mourning and great 

weeping, Rachel weeping for her 

children and refusing to be 

comforted, because her children are 

no more." 

 

NIV Matthew 2:17 Then what was 

said through the prophet Jeremiah 

was fulfilled: 18 "A voice is heard in 

Ramah, weeping and great 

mourning, Rachel weeping for her 

children and refusing to be 

comforted, because they are no 

more." 

 

4.      The Messiah will be called   

         out of Egypt                    .     

NIV Hosea 11:1 "When Israel was a 

child, I loved him, and out of Egypt 

I called my son. 

 

NIV Matthew 2:15 where he stayed 

until the death of Herod. And so was 

fulfilled what the Lord had said 

through the prophet: "Out of Egypt I 

called my son." 
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5.      The Messiah will be born in  

         Bethlehem              of Judea.      

NIV Micah 5:2 "But you, Bethlehem 

Ephrathah, though you are small 

among the clans of Judah, out of you 

will come for me one who will be 

ruler over Israel, whose origins are 

from of old, from ancient times." 

 

NIV Matthew 2:5 "In Bethlehem in 

Judea," they replied, "for this is what 

the prophet has written: 6 "'But you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 

by no means least among the rulers 

of Judah; for out of you will come a 

ruler who will be the shepherd of my 

people Israel.'" 

 

3. There are two major divisions of Jesus’ teachings in Matthew’s gospel account. 

 A. The coming Kingdom of Heaven. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Matthew 4:17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." 

 

 B. His death and resurrection. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Matthew 16:21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and 
that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

 

6. Jesus’ ministry takes place in two main geographical areas. 

A. The Galilean Ministry 

B. The Judean Ministry 

 

Galilean Ministry Events: 

His Preaching: 

7. The Sermon on the Mount is one of Jesus’ most popular teachings.  Among many points 

to this sermon, there is a distinctive idea that there are only two choices for our lives. 

 a. The two ways 
 NIV Matthew 7:13 "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the 

road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 

 b. The two gates 
 NIV Matthew 7:14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a 

few find it. 

 c. The two destinations 
 NIV Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to 
me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive 
out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

 d. The two Foundations: 
 NIV Matthew 7:24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them 

into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, 
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of 
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on 
sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house, and it fell with a great crash." 
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His Parables: 

9. While in Galilee Jesus taught often using Parables.  These are stories that if not real, are 

founded in reality, that teach a spiritual principle. 

 Some examples: 

 Parable of the Sower & the Soils: Different types of soil produce different results. 

 Mt 13:1-23 

 Parable of the weeds and tare: Both grow together and separated at the harvest  

 Mt 13:24-30    time. 

 Parable of the Hidden Treasure: Being a follower of Christ is worth giving up  

 Mt 13:44-46    everything. 

 Parable of the Net:   Good and bad fish gathered and separated out at the  

 Mt 13:47-52    end, the good kept the bad thrown away. 

 Parable of the Lost Sheep:  Shepherd leaves the 99 to go find the 1. 

 Mt 18:10-14 

 

His Transfiguration: 

10. Prior to going to Jerusalem Jesus will ascend the mountain and be transfigured before, 

Peter, James, and John. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Matthew 17:1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone 
like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses 
and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

 No one truly knows why Moses and Elijah were present.  Some commentators have 

suggested that they represent the completeness of the O.T. (Moses representing the Law, 

and Elijah representing the preaching of the prophets to repent) and the transition to the 

new covenant that would be implemented with Jesus’ death on the cross. 

 

The Judean Ministry Events: 

His Teachings: 

11. After leaving the Galilean region the first question Jesus faced from the Pharisees was on 

the issue of divorce. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Matthew 19:3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce 
his wife for any and every reason?" 

 

12. The story of the rich young ruler teaches us that love for wealth, can keep us from 

coming to God. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Matthew 19:21 Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 22 When the young man heard this, 
he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, 
it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven….  
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Prophecies of his death fulfilled in the Gospel of Matthew 

  

The Prophecy The Old Testament Passage The New Testament 

Fulfillment 

1.    His arrival into Jerusalem. NIV Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, 

O Daughter of Zion! Shout, 

Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your 

king comes to you, righteous and 

having salvation, gentle and riding 

on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey. 

 

NIV Matthew 21:7ff They brought 

the donkey and the colt, placed their 

cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on 

them… The crowds that went ahead 

of him and those that followed 

shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of 

David!" "Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord!" "Hosanna in 

the highest!" 

2.   The price of    30     pieces   

     of Silver. 

NIV Zechariah 11:12 I told them, "If 

you think it best, give me my pay; 

but if not, keep it." So they paid me 

thirty pieces of silver. 

 

NIV Matthew 26:15 and asked, 

"What are you willing to give me if I 

hand him over to you?" So they 

counted out for him thirty silver 

coins. 

3.   His silence during his  

      suffering. 

NIV Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed 

and afflicted, yet he did not open his 

mouth; he was led like a lamb to the 

slaughter, and as a sheep before her 

shearers is silent, so he did not open 

his mouth. 

NIV Matthew 26:63 But Jesus 

remained silent. The high priest said 

to him, "I charge you under oath by 

the living God: Tell us if you are the 

Christ, the Son of God." 

 

4.   His being forsaken by  

      God. 

NIV Psalm 22:1 For the director of 

music. To the tune of "The Doe of 

the Morning." A psalm of David. 

My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me? Why are you so far 

from saving me, so far from the 

words of my groaning? 

NIV Matthew 27:46 About the ninth 

hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

"Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"-- 

which means, "My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?" 

 

5.   His being Mocked by the  

      crowd. 

 

NIV Psalm 22:7 All who see me 

mock me; they hurl insults, shaking 

their heads: 8 "He trusts in the 

LORD; let the LORD rescue him. 

Let him deliver him, since he 

delights in him." 

 

NIV Matthew 27:39 Those who 

passed by hurled insults at him, 

shaking their heads … 41 In the 

same way the chief priests, the 

teachers of the law and the elders 

mocked him. …43 “He trusts in 

God. Let God rescue him now if he 

wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son 

of God.'" 

6.   Given gall and vinegar to  

      drink. 

NIV Psalm 69:21 They put gall in 

my food and gave me vinegar for my 

thirst. 

NIV Matthew 27:34 There they 

offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed 

with gall; but after tasting it, he 

refused to drink it. 

7.   They gambled for his  

      garments. 

NIV Psalm 22:18 They divide my 

garments among them and cast lots 

for my clothing. 

NIV Matthew 27:35 When they had 

crucified him, they divided up his 

clothes by casting lots. 

8.   He gave up his life for  

      others.  

NIV Isaiah 53:12 Therefore I will 

give him a portion among the great, 

and he will divide the spoils with the 

strong, because he poured out his 

life unto death, and was numbered 

with the transgressors. For he bore 

the sin of many, and made 

intercession for the transgressors. 

NIV Matthew 27:50 And when Jesus 

had cried out again in a loud voice, 

he gave up his spirit. 
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Mark 
(Lesson #35) 

 

1. The author of the book of Mark was also known as  John Mark.  Mark was his Roman 

name and  John  was his Jewish name. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Acts 12:12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also 
called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 

 

2. Mark will write to primarily a Roman audience, as evidenced by his explanations of 

many Jewish customs.  

 

3. Mark was not one of the original twelve disciples of Jesus. Rather he was the traveling 

companion of Paul, & Peter, and also a cousin to Barnabas. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Colossians 4:10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of 
Barnabas.  

 
NIV Acts 12:25 When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from Jerusalem, taking 
with them John, also called Mark. 

 
NIV Acts 15:39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and 
sailed for Cyprus, 

 
NIV 1 Peter 5:13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does 
my son Mark. 

 

4. John Mark was the cause of a great division between Paul and Barnabas because of 

leaving in the middle of the 1
st
 missionary journey.  Paul will later show that his reaction 

to Mark’s coming the 2
nd

 time was wrong, and actually requested Mark’s help. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Acts 15:37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it 
wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the 
work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed 
for Cyprus, 

 
NIV 2 Timothy 4:11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in 
my ministry. 

 

 

5. Mark’s gospel does not follow a chronological order of events of Jesus.  Yet even from 

the earliest of church leaders his account was seen as completely truthful and 

authoritative. 

 
Eusebius (AD 375) quotes Papias (c. AD 115) 
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And John the Presbyter also said this  Mark being the interpreter of Peter, whatsoever he recorded he wrote 

with great accuracy, but not however, in the order in which it was spoken or done by our Lord, for he 

neither heard nor followed our Lord, but as before said, he was in company with Peter, who gave him such 

instruction as was necessary, but not to give a history of our Lord’s discourses: wherefore Mark has not 

erred in anything, by writing some things as he has recorded them; for he was carefully attentive to one 

thing, not to pass by anything he heard, or to state anything falsely in these accounts. 

 

6. Mark’s gospel has a strong emphasis on the supernatural powers of Jesus, proving his 

deity. 

 

Key Verses: 

His Baptism: 
NIV Mark 1:9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10 As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending 
on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased." 

 

Power over diseases: 
NIV Mark 1:40 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, "If you are willing, you can 
make me clean." 41 Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am 
willing," he said. "Be clean!" 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. 

 

Power over demons: 
NIV Mark 1:24 "What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who 
you are-- the Holy One of God!" 25 "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" 26 The evil spirit 
shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 

 

Power over Nature: 
NIV Mark 4:38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, 
"Teacher, don't you care if we drown?" 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be 
still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 

 

7. Mark’s gospel emphasizes more than any other gospel the miracles of Jesus.  He records 

18 of the possible 35 miracles recorded in the synoptics.  

 

8. Along with a focus on the supernatural power of Jesus Mark also focuses on the servant 

nature that Christ exemplified. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many." 

 

9. The ending of Mark’s gospel has brought about much scrutiny.  Most Biblical Scholars 

agree that verse 9 and following were added later in an attempt to tie up loose ends.  

However the earliest text we have stop at verse 16:8. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Mark 16:8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing 
to anyone, because they were afraid. 
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NIV Mark 16:9 When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom he had driven seven demons. 10 She went and told those who had been with him and who 
were mourning and weeping. 11 When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they 
did not believe it. 12 Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking 
in the country. 13 These returned and reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them either. 14 Later 
Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their 
stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. 15 He said to them, "Go into all 
the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, 
but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: 
In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with 
their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on 
sick people, and they will get well." 19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into 
heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. 20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, 
and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. 
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Luke 
(Lesson #36) 

 

1. The author of the Gospel of Luke is attributed to Luke the Physician.  He was the friend 

and traveling companion of Paul and John-Mark. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Philemon 1:23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 And so do 
Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. 

 

 “We” passages of Acts support the companionship between Paul and Luke and the consequent. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Acts 16:10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding 
that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

 
NIV Acts 16:16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a 
spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-
telling. 

 

2. What we generally assume about the author: 

 a. Most scholars agree that he was not Jewish.  More likely he was a Gentile convert 

from Antioch, who met Paul on his 2
nd

 missionary journey. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Acts 16:10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

 

 b. Though not Jewish, he was well educated in Greco Roman and Jewish cultures as 

evidenced by his multiple references to the Old Testament especially the Psalms. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Luke 3:4 As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: "A voice of one calling in 
the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 

 

 c. He was a physician by trade. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Colossians 4:14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings. 

 

 d. He became an itinerate preacher to some of the early churches established on 

Paul’s missionary journeys. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Acts 18:22 When he landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church and then went 
down to Antioch. 

 

3. Luke was not an eye witness to the ministry of Jesus.  However his writings were based 

 on interviews of actual eye witnesses of the events he wrote about. 

 

 

 



 98 

Key Verses: 

NIV Luke 1:1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled 

among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses 

and servants of the word. 3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from 

the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 

Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

 

 a. In this opening section we learn the primary recipient of the letter Theophilus.  

We know nothing about this man, other than he most likely financed the writing 

of the letter. 

 b. The letter was written not to reprove any earlier writings about Jesus but to place 

them in logical order and to give additional proof to the validity of the gospel 

message already being preached. 

 c. Luke himself searched out the stories that he wrote about. 

 

4. Matthew’s gospel shows Jesus as the Messiah, Mark’s gospel focuses on Jesus as the 

 powerful Son of God,  Luke’s gospel highlights Jesus’ humanity and compassion. 

 a. Luke focuses on the healing ministry of Jesus,  i.e. the blind, the mute, the deaf, 

the sick, the crippled, the dead. 

 

5. Although a great historian there are a few points of question with Luke’s Gospel. 

 

The Census: 

NIV Luke 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 

entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) 3 And everyone went to his own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town 

of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married 

to him and was expecting a child. 

 

A. There are three well known and document Roman census conducted by Augustus in 28 

BC, 8 BC, 14 AD.  None of these fit well into the timeframe of Jesus’ birth. 

- These were apparently just for roman citizens though which would not have 

effect Mary or Joseph. 

 

B. Josephus refers to another census in 6 AD ten years after the death of Herod the Great 

that was taken for taxations purposes that Luke reference in 5:37  

- The problem is that there is no evidence of a tax census taken during the birth 

of Jesus.  Making Luke 2:1-5 difficult to interpret. 

 

C. The 5
th

 century historian Orosius states:  “Augustus ordered that a census be taken of 

each province everywhere and all men be enrolled.  So, at that time, Christ was born and 

was entered on the Roman census list.” 

- Josephus makes reference to this same event in his writings.  It was a census 

of giving assurance of their good will to Caesar. 
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- According Josephus this census took place about a year before the death of 

Herod the Great which fits very well into the census mentioned by Luke 2. 

 

D. The last problem is the translation.  Mostly translated as “this census was first made when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria”.  Quirinius didn’t become governor until 6 AD. 

- The Greek sentence structure is unusual and can be translated “This census 

took place before the one when Quirinius was governor of Syria”. 

- Evidence was discovered in 1764 an inscription was found of a government 

official that ruled twice in Syria.  Though there is no name on the inscription, 

that piece being missing, the dating fits the second date of Quirinius’ rule. 

- It is possible that it was during this first period, when Quirinius was more a 

military official then a strictly governmental ruler. 

 

The Conclusion:   

That the census Luke refers to is most like the Census of Allegiance to Caesar spoken about by 

Josephus.  This census took place before the death of Herod the Great in 4 BC.  

The Genealogies of Jesus 

Matthews Genealogy  Luke’s Genealogy 

 
NIV Matthew 1:2 Abraham was the father of 
Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of 
Judah and his brothers, 3 Judah the father of Perez 
and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the 
father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 4 Ram 
the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of 
Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 Salmon 
the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz 
the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed 
the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King 
David. David was the father of Solomon, whose 
mother had been Uriah's wife, 7 Solomon the father 
of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 
Abijah the father of Asa, 8 Asa the father of 
Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, 
Jehoram the father of Uzziah, 9 Uzziah the father 
of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the 
father of Hezekiah, 10 Hezekiah the father of 
Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon 
the father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of 
Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to 
Babylon. 12 After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah 
was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, 13 Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, 
Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of 
Azor, 14 Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father 
of Akim, Akim the father of Eliud, 15 Eliud the 
father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, 
Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the 
father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom 
was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 

 

 
NIV Luke 3:23 Now Jesus himself was about thirty 
years old when he began his ministry. He was the 
son, so it was thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli, 
24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of 
Melki, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 the 
son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of 
Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26 the 
son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of 
Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27 the 
son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of 
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 
the son of Melki, the son of Addi, the son of 
Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29 the 
son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, 
the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of 
Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the 
son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 the son of 
Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the 
son of Nathan, the son of David, 32 the son of 
Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of 
Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 the son of 
Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, 
the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of 
Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the 
son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of 
Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of 
Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the 
son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of 
Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of 
Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, 
the son of Mahalalel, the son of Kenan, 38 the son 
of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the 
son of God. 
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A. Matthew’s genealogy traces Jesus’ linage through Joseph who was the legal father of 

Jesus. (from Solomon son of David by Bathsheba) 

B. Luke’s genealogy traces Jesus’ linage through Mary who was the earthly mother of 

Jesus.  (from Nathan the son of David by Bathsheba ) 

 

C. Matthew starts at Abraham and traces it down through David: focusing on  His 

Kingship 

 

D. Luke goes all the way back to Adam, focusing on the beginning of humankind.  

 

E. They both show that Jesus was the legal heir and physical heir to the throne of David. 

 

6. Luke is the only Gospel writer that records any stories about the childhood of Jesus. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Luke 2:42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 43 
After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. 
Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they 
went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His 
mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously 
searching for you." 49 "Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my 
Father's house?" 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 51 Then he went down to 
Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 

 

7. Luke’s gospel has more emphasis on the role of women in Jesus’ ministry than any other. 

 a. Luke alone records Jesus forgiving the “woman which was a sinner”  7:37-50 

 b. Luke alone records the incident of healing the woman with the issue of blood. 

13:10-17 

 c. Luke alone records the story of the woman having ten pieces of silver. 23:28 

 d. Luke alone tells of John’s mother Elisabeth in Lk 1:5. And of Anna the 

prophetess at Jesus’ dedication in the temple. Lk 2:36-38 
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John 

(Lesson #37) 

 

1. The author of the Gospel of John, is John the Apostle who was also the brother of James, 

the sons of Zebedee.  Jesus would label them the “Sons of Thunder” most likely because 

of their temperaments. 

 

2. John is writing in a time when the Gnostics were trying to deny the deity of Christ.  His 

focus then is on the nature of his person and the salvation that comes by faith in him. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV John 20:31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

4. John records seven miracles, five of which are only in his gospel. 

 1. Turning the water into wine 2.1-11 

 2. Healing the Nobleman’s son 4:46-54 

3. Healing the man at Bethseda 5:1-18  

4. Feeding the 5000 6:1-14 

5. Walking on the water 6:15-21 

6. Healing the blind man 9:1-41 

7. Raising Lazarus 11:1-57 

 

5. John will record seven “I Am” statements of Jesus. 

 1. I Am the bread of life 6:35 

 2. I Am the light of the world 8:12 

 3. Before Abraham was, I Am 8:58 

 4. I Am the Good Shepherd 10:11 

 5. I Am the resurrection and the life 11:25 

 6. I Am the way, the truth and the life 14:6 

 7. I Am the true vine 15:1 

 

6. John leaves out of his gospel account some major stories. 

 a. No genealogy    b. no birth account 

 c. nothing about his boyhood  d. nothing about his temptation 

 e. nothing about his transfiguration f. nothing about his accession 

 g. no great commission account 

 

7. John records Jesus giving four witnesses to his own Messiahship. 

 A. John The Baptist 
NIV John 5:33 "You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 34 Not that I 
accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 35 John was a lamp 
that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. 

  

B. His Works 
NIV John 5:36 "I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the 
Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me. 
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 C. The Father 

 
NIV John 5:37 And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You 
have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you 
do not believe the one he sent. 

 

 D. The Scriptures 
NIV John 5:39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you 
possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 

 

  

Significant stories in John: 

Creation: 

3. John does not give a genealogy of Jesus but rather shows his existence at the beginning 

before Creation. John realizes that God is first seen in Scriptures by the speaking of 

creation.  Therefore in the beginning was the Word of God, and that word was God. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 
has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men 

 
NIV Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless 
and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters. 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 

 

The discussion with Nicodemus: 

4. Probably the most quoted passage of the New Testament is set in the discussion between 

Jesus and Nicodemus. 

 a. Nicodemus came at night? 

 b. Jesus speaks about the need to be born again. 

 c. Nicodemus thinks Jesus is talking about physical birth. 

 d. Jesus explains the plan of God in Jn 3:16 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV John 3:3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he 
is born again." 

 
NIV John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 

 

Jesus Talks to the Samaritan Woman 

5. Jesus broke Jewish social traditions by speaking to this Samaritan woman. 

 a. Jesus asks for a drink of water breaking down social barriers of sex and ethnicity. 
NIV John 4:9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?") (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans. 

 

b. Jesus reveals that he is the living water. 
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NIV John 4:13 Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 
but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 

 

c. The woman tries to dodge dealing with her sin by asking about the proper location 

for worshiping God. 
NIV John 4:19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is 
in Jerusalem." 

 

d. Jesus reveals that true worship is a matter of the heart not geography. 
NIV John 4:23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 

 

The Woman Caught in Adultery 

6. This is a highly contested story about Jesus, however his actions are consistent with the 

rest of scripture. 

a. A Woman is caught in the very act of adultery.  (man not brought revealing the 

motives of the crowd) 
NIV John 8:3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in 
adultery. They made her stand before the group 

 

b. The Law did command for a death sentence.  (for both parties). 
NIV Leviticus 20:10 "'If a man commits adultery with another man's wife-- with the wife of 
his neighbor-- both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. 

 

c. Jesus writes in the sand and then makes convicting statement revealing our own 

short comings. 
NIV John 8:7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, 
"If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." 

 

 d. The crowd disperses with the older ones leaving first. 
NIV John 8:9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones 
first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 

 

 e. The woman is forgiven and commanded to repent. 
NIV John 8:11 "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. 
"Go now and leave your life of sin." 

 

The Raising of Lazarus 

6. The raising of Lazarus was a foreshadowing of his own resurrection and our future 

resurrections. 

 a. Jesus delayed his coming to prove a point. 
NIV John 11:6 Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two 
more days. 

 

 b. Jesus reveals to Martha that he has the power of resurrection. 
NIV John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 
me will live, even though he dies; 
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c. Jesus displays his humanness and grief over the loss of his friend. 
  NIV John 11:35 Jesus wept. 

 

d. Jesus shouted and Lazarus came forth. 
NIV John 11:43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 

 
NIV 1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead 
in Christ will rise first. 

 

Parallels of the Tabernacle Furniture and Johns Gospel 

Furniture of the Tabernacle Symbolical Meaning in O.T. Typical Meaning in N.T. 

The Brazen Altar Atonement thru sacrifice 
Atonement of Christ on the 

Cross Chpt 1 

The Laver Spiritual renewal 
Christ cleansing us of spot and 

wrinkle Chpt 3 

The Table of Shewbread Spiritual nourishment 
Christ as our Bread of Life 

and living water Chpt 4-6 

Golden candlestick Illumination Christ is our light Chpt 8-9 

Altar of Incense To ask humbly Pray in His name Chpt 14-16 

The Ark Access only thru High Priest 
Christ our Access to God Chpt 

17 

The Mercy Seat 
Vindication thru Blood 

Sacrifice 

Christ the Mercy Seat Chpt 

18-19 

He is our Propitiation 

(taken from Through the Bible in one Year, by Stringfellow) 
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Acts 
Lesson # 38 

 

1. The author of the book of Acts is Luke the Physician who also wrote the Gospel account 

 of Luke. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Acts 1:1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until 
the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 
chosen. 

 
NIV Luke 1:3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it 
seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 

 

2. The Book of Acts can be broken down into two main sections focusing on specifics parts 

of two of disciple’s ministries. 

  

 Part I Chapters 1-12 Part II Chapters 13-28 

Prominent City Jerusalem 
The beginning of the church and 

center of Christian Activity 

Antioch 
The first church to send out foreign 

missionaries and the heart of Paul’s 

future travels. 

Prominent Character Peter 
The first Apostle to preach a gospel 

message on the day of Pentecost 

Paul 
Become the Apostle to the gentiles 

Prominent Message Gospel to the Jew’s 
Peter’s preaching focuses on the 

Jewish community of Jerusalem 

Gospel to the Gentiles 
Paul will shift his focus and make 

the gentiles the make focus of his 

ministry 

Prominent Actions Peter’s Imprisonment 
Peter is delivered by a an earthquake 

Paul’s Imprisonment 
Paul is delivered by an earthquake 

 Taken from “Through the Bible in a year” 

 

Main events of the Book of Acts 
 

Chapter 1 

1. Jesus’ accession and His great commission. 
NIV Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

 

2. The replacement of Judas Iscariot with Matthias. 
NIV Acts 1:26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven 
apostles. 

 

Chapter 2 

1. The coming of the Holy Spirit. 
NIV Acts 2:4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them. 
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 2. The beginning of the Church, with the preaching of Peter.  (3000 baptized) 
NIV Acts 2:37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the 
other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

NIV Acts 2:41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to their number that day. 

  

Chapter 6 

1. The choosing of the seven men were forerunners to the deacons of the New Testament 

 Church. 
NIV Acts 6:3 Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit 
and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer 
and the ministry of the word." 

 

Chapter 7 & 8 

1. The stoning of Stephen caused great fear and scattered the believers, thus fulfilling the 

 command of Christ to spread out and preach the Gospel. 
NIV Acts 7:59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 
Then he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had 
said this, he fell asleep.   8:1 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a 
great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 
 

Chapter 9 

1. Saul of Tarsus was transformed into the Apostle Paul after an encounter with Jesus on the 

road to Damascus. 
NIV Acts 9:3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?" 5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he 
replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." 

 

Chapter 10 

1. Peter’s vision of the sheet and unclean animals opened up his understanding to preach the 

 gospel to the gentiles. 
NIV Acts 10:11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth 
by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth 
and birds of the air. 13 Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." 14 "Surely not, Lord!" 
Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean." 15 The voice spoke to him a 
second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean." 

 

2. The Holy Spirit was poured out on the household of Cornelius to prove the acceptance of 

 God to the gentiles who come to Christ in faith. 
NIV Acts 10:46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 
"Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have." 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 

 

Chapter 11 

1. The Church at Antioch becomes a leading church in the region under the leadership of 
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Barnabas and later Paul.  The believers were first called Christians at Antioch. 
NIV Acts 11:19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with 
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. 20 
Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to 
Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord's hand was with 
them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 22 News of this reached the 
ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 

 

Chapter 13 

1. The Church at Antioch was the first church to send out missionaries.  This first group 

included Paul, Barnabas and John Mark. 
NIV Acts 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 

 

NIV Acts 13:5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish 
synagogues. John was with them as their helper. 

 a. Mark leaves them after reaching Pamphylia. 

 b. Paul stoned by the crowd at Iconium. 

 

Chapter 15 

1. As the church was growing a disagreement began to arise over the gentile Christians not 

being circumcised before becoming believers.  A counsel was held in Jerusalem to 

address this issue.  James the brother of Jesus becomes the spokesperson for the group. 
 

NIV Acts 15:1 Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers: 
"Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved." 2 
This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas 
were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and 
elders about this question. 

 

NIV Acts 15:19 "It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles 
who are turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food 
polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. 

 

2. The Mission team of Paul and Barnabas splits over a disagreement involving John Mark.  

Barnabas took John Mark and went to Cyprus, while Paul took Silas and went to Syria 

and Cilicia. 

 
NIV Acts 16:39 They came to appease them and escorted them from the prison, requesting them 
to leave the city. 40 After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's house, 
where they met with the brothers and encouraged them. Then they left. 

 

Chapter 16 

1. On his first missionary journey at the town of Lystra, Paul will find Timothy a young 

believer who became his son in the faith. 
NIV Acts 16:1 He came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, 
whose mother was a Jewess and a believer, but whose father was a Greek. 2 The brothers at 
Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 

 

Chapter 17 

1. Trying to reach the Athenians Paul preached on Mars hill using some of their own Poets.  
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In the end he had little success there, and left Athens feeling very discouraged. 

 
NIV Acts 17:22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I 
see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at 
your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now 
what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 

 

NIV Acts 17:32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but 
others said, "We want to hear you again on this subject." 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 A 
few men became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the 
Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others. 

 

Chapters 23-25 

1. Over these next few chapters Paul finds himself standing trial before a series of people. 

 a. The Sanhedrin in Jerusalem.  Paul redirects the crowd’s anger by asking about the 

issue of the resurrection. 
NIV Acts 23:6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, 
called out in the Sanhedrin, "My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial 
because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead." 7 When he said this, a dispute broke out 
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees 
say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees 
acknowledge them all.) 

 

 b. The trial before Felix, the Governor of Caesarea.    He listened to Paul but was not 

 persuaded to release Paul because he wanted to please the Jews. 
NIV Acts 24:25 As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, 
Felix was afraid and said, "That's enough for now! You may leave. When I find it convenient, I will 
send for you." 
 

NIV Acts 24:27 When two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, but 
because Felix wanted to grant a favor to the Jews, he left Paul in prison. 

 

c. The trial before Festus the Governor of Caesarea.  Festus, being pressured by the 

Jews in Jerusalem, tries to get Paul to concede to going to Jerusalem for a trial 

there.  Paul knew the Jews would try to kill him in the process and appealed to 

Caesar. 
NIV Acts 25:12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: "You have appealed to 
Caesar. To Caesar you will go!" 

 

 d. Paul defends himself and preaches a gospel message, trying to convert King  

  Agrippa. 
NIV Acts 26:28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short time you can 
persuade me to be a Christian?" 29 Paul replied, "Short time or long-- I pray God that not only 
you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains." 

 

Chapter 27 & 28  

1. On his way to Rome, Paul was shipwrecked and stranded on the island of Malta.  He 

 later did make it to Rome and the book of Acts ends with his still awaiting trial in  Rome. 
NIV Acts 28:30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all 
who came to see him. 31 Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and 
taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Romans 
Lesson # 39 

The Structure of Romans: 
1. The Author of the book of Romans was the Apostle Paul.  It was written while he was in 

Corinth on his 3
rd

 missionary Journey. 

 

2. The central theme of Romans is the power of the gospel to change lives and the grace of 

Christ to cover our sins. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel a righteousness from 
God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will 
live by faith." 

 
NIV Romans 5:20 The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, 
grace increased all the more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through 
righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

3. The book of Romans can be broken into three major sections: 

 a. Chapters 1-8 How the Gospel Saves 

 b. Chapters 9-11 How the Gospel relates to Israel 

 c. Chapters 12-16  How the Gospel affects our Conduct 

(taken from “Through the bible in a year”: Stringfellow 

 

The Romans Road: 
1. Who is guilty of sin? 

 a. The Gentiles are guilty because they rejected the truth of God revealed in creation 

and focused on manmade idols and not on the Creator. 

 
NIV Romans 1:21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor 
gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. 

 

b. The self righteous are guilty for their actions are hypocritical and thus condemn 

them. 

 
NIV Romans 2:1 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone 
else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because 
you who pass judgment do the same things. 

 

c. The Jews are guilty because though they have the Law, they refused to live by it. 

 
NIV Romans 2:21 you, then, who teach others, do you not teach yourself? You who 
preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that people should not commit 
adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who 
brag about the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 
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d. The conclusion is that all are guilty. 

 
NIV Romans 3:9 What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have 
already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. 

 
NIV Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 

2. What is the problem with sin? 

 a. Sin separated us from God and brought about physical & spiritual death. 

 
NIV Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

 

3. God’s hope for the helpless. 

 a. God redeemed the sinner while they were powerless. 

 
NIV Romans 5:6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died 
for the ungodly. 

 

4. How the sinner finds grace? 

 a. The sinner can find new life when they repent and are baptized into Jesus. 

 
NIV Romans 6:3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life. 

 

5. The results of being in Christ. 

 a. Those in Christ find rest and no condemnation. 

 
NIV Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, 

 

Key teachings in the Book of Romans 
 

1. Not all situations are good but God can still bring about something good from the bad for 

those who love Him. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose. 

 

2. In Christ we are more than conquerors and nothing in creation can separate us from His 

love. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Romans 8:37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I 
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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3. The power of the gospel is in hearing the word of Christ.  This is why preaching the 

gospel is paramount to the actions of the church. 

 

Key verse: 
NIV Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word of Christ. 

 

4. The Church is a body, all working together to reach the lost.  No part is more valuable 

than another. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Romans 12:4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all 
the others. 

 

5. We are to submit to the governing authority as the agent of God.  The Bible does 

however place an obligation to uphold God’s laws over man’s. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Romans 13:1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 

 
NIV Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men! 

 

6. The desire for unity must surpass personal desires and wants. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Romans 14:19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual 
edification. 20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a 
man to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble. 21 It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or 
to do anything else that will cause your brother to fall. 
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1 Corinthians 
Lesson # 40 

 

1. The Book of 1
st
 Corinthians was authored by the Apostle Paul while in Ephesus.  (Acts 

20:31).  This book was a corrective letter to the church at Corinth who had allowed much 

sinful action into the church. 

 

2. Corinth was an ancient “Sin City” of the Roman Empire.  Located just 40 miles from 

Athens, it boasted 3 harbors and suffered from an overwhelming idolatress influence.  

The problem was that this sinful living worked its way into the church. 

 

Major issues dealt with in the Letter: 

 

1. Paul addresses divisions in the body over who baptized them into Christ.  People were 

bragging as to who brought them into the church as if it designated social class. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Corinthians 1:12 What I mean is this: One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow Apollos"; 
another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ." 

 
NIV 1 Corinthians 1:14 I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no 
one can say that you were baptized into my name. 

 
NIV 1 Corinthians 3:21 So then, no more boasting about men! All things are yours, 22 whether Paul or 
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future-- all are yours, 23 and you are 
of Christ, and Christ is of God. 

 

2. The church at Corinth had allowed immorality into the church in the form of incest, and 

even boasted about its presences. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that 
does not occur even among pagans: A man has his father's wife. 2 And you are proud! Shouldn't you 
rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did this? 

 

3. Paul further teaches that the problem with this sin was the fact that this man claimed to be 

a believer.  Paul warns the church against allowing such blatant sin to go unchecked in 

the church. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Corinthians 5:9 I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people-- 10 
not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In 
that case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am writing you that you must not associate 
with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a 
drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. 

 

4. Paul gives marital advice based upon the current situation of the church and the “present 

crisis”. (1 Cor 7:26) 
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Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Corinthians 7:26 Because of the present crisis, I think that it is good for you to remain as you are. 

 

A. Fulfill you marital duties to one another.  (your body is not you own) 

B. Do not divorce.  If you do, either reconcile or remain single. 

C. Remain in the status that you are in (single or married) and focus on the work of 

the Lord. 

D. If you can’t control you passions then get married. 

 

5. Food became a point of division in this church because some of it was sacrificed to idols 

before it was sold in the market.  This caused weaker believers to see other members as 

practicing idolatry.   

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Corinthians 8:7 But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that 
when they eat such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is 
weak, it is defiled. 

 

 Paul’s solution was:  

 A. Realize idols are nothing. 
NIV 1 Corinthians 10:25 Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising questions of 
conscience, 26 for, "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it." 

 

 B. Don’t intentionally do something that would cause a weaker brother to stumble. 
NIV 1 Corinthians 10:32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the 
church of God-- 

  

 C. Be willing to forgo personal rights/freedom for the sake of unity in the church. 

NIV 1 Corinthians 8:13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, 

I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall. 

 

6. Paul address the proper attitude one should have during the Lord’s Supper.  The Church 

was using this time as an opportunity for division instead of unity. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Corinthians 11:20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat, 21 for as you eat, 
each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, another gets drunk. 

 

7. Paul will address the misuse of Spiritual Gifts from Chapters 12-14. 

 Points to Paul’s argument: 

A. God has given many different gifts. 
NIV 1 Corinthians 12:4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

 

B. They are all to be used for the building up of the body. 
NIV 1 Corinthians 12:7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. 

 

C. They are all given by the same Spirit, and He decides who receives what gift. 
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NIV 1 Corinthians 12:11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives 
them to each one, just as he determines. 

 

D. We should desire the greatest gift of Love over all else. (chpt 13) 
NIV 1 Corinthians 12:31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now I will show you the 
most excellent way. 

 

E. At some point these spiritual gifts will come to an end. 
NIV 1 Corinthians 13:8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; 
where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the 
imperfect disappears. 

 

8. Paul will teach that the resurrection is the keystone to the gospel message.  Without it we 

 have no hope. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Corinthians 15:12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of 
you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 

 

9. Paul reveals a little bit of what the resurrection will be like and what our resurrected 

bodies will be like as well. 

 A. The Resurrection will happen suddenly, and without warning. 

  

B. Our bodies will be transformed, fit for an eternity with God. 
NIV 1 Corinthians 15:52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

  

 C. Our bodies will be glorious like that of the resurrected Christ. 
NIV 1 Corinthians 15:42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is 
sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; 
it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 
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2
nd

 Corinthians 

Lesson #41 

 

1. 2
nd

 Corinthians was written by the Apostle Paul as a follow up letter to his first corrective 

letter. 

 

2. Where 1
st
 Corinthians was a corrective letter, 2

nd
 Corinthians focused on the Comfort of 

God. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Corinthians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, 

 

3. 2
nd

 Corinthians reveals Paul’s heart and compassion for writing 1
st
 Corinthians. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Corinthians 2:4 For I wrote you out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many tears, not 
to grieve you but to let you know the depth of my love for you. 

  

4. Chapters 1-7 focus on the comfort of God: 

 a. Chapter 2: comfort for the repentant sinner. 
NIV 2 Corinthians 2:5 If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he 
has grieved all of you, to some extent-- not to put it too severely. 6 The punishment 
inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient for him. 7 Now instead, you ought to forgive 
and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I urge you, 
therefore, to reaffirm your love for him. 

 

 b. Chapter 3: comfort found in the grace of the New Testament. 
NIV 2 Corinthians 3:9 If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more 
glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10 For what was glorious has no glory 
now in comparison with the surpassing glory. 11 And if what was fading away came with 
glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts! 12 Therefore, since we have 
such a hope, we are very bold. 

 

 c. Chapter 4: comfort in difficult times. 
NIV 2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck 
down, but not destroyed. 

 
NIV 2 Corinthians 4:17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but 
on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 

 d. Chapter 5: comfort found in our heavenly home. 
NIV 2 Corinthians 5:1 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 

 

5. Paul reminds the Corinthian believers that they must not be unevenly yoked. 
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Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and 
wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 

 

6. Chapters 8-9 Paul focuses on worship through Christian giving, and teaches them several 

points. 

 a. Paul praises the Macedonia churches for their generosity even in the midst of 

scarcity. 
NIV 2 Corinthians 8:1 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God 
has given the Macedonian churches. 2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy 
and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 

 

b. Paul’s teaching on giving reflects James’ statement of “faith without works is 

dead”.   
NIV 2 Corinthians 8:7 But just as you excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in 
this grace of giving. 8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your 
love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 

 

 c. Paul gives some Apostolic advice on the matter: 
NIV 2 Corinthians 8:10 And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: 
Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now 
finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your 
completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is 
acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 

 

1. Paul tells them to finish their work  (don’t just talk the talk but also walk the 

walk) 

2. Paul tells them that they must give according to their means.  (not everybody’s 

amount will be the same but all can give something) 

3. Paul teaches that the giver’s attitude is paramount in the act of worship through 

giving.  (Your attitude reflects your gratitude) 

 

7. Paul tells of a man 14 years earlier caught up in the third heaven.  Some scholars believe 

that Paul is referring to himself after being stoned at Iconium on the 1
st
 missionary 

journey. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Corinthians 12:2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. 
Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know-- God knows. 3 And I know that this man-- 
whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows-- 4 was caught up to paradise. 
He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. 

 

8. God’s allowing a thorn in the flesh is convincing evidence that man mentioned above was 

indeed Paul. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Corinthians 12:7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great 
revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ's power may rest on me. 
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Galatians & Ephesians 
Lesson # 43 

Galatians: 

 

1. The book of Galatians was written by the Apostle Paul to the Church of Asia Minor who 

was caught up in the teaching of a false gospel. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Galatians 1:6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace 
of Christ and are turning to a different gospel-- 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people 
are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 

 

2. Paul reassures them that the only true gospel is the one previously taught that focused on 

Jesus as the risen Lord and the Savior of all by His grace. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Galatians 1:8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we 
preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If 
anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 

 
NIV Galatians 1:11 I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man 
made up. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from 
Jesus Christ. 

 

3. Paul reminds the churches that his preaching was to please only God and not man; so 

much so that he rebuked Peter in front of the crowd when he was being led astray. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Galatians 2:11 When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the 
wrong. 

 

4. The main issue for the churches of Galatia was the issue of circumcision.  The Judaizers 

were insistent that believer must first become Jews and following the Jewish costumes 

and laws.  

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Galatians 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only 
thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

 

5. Paul will argue that the Law brought bondage, but Jesus gives us grace which makes us 

truly free. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Galatians 3:23 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should 
be revealed. 24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 25 
Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. 
 

NIV Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves 
be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
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Ephesians: 

 

1. The book of Ephesians is the first of Paul’s prison letters.  It was written while Paul was 

in Rome.   

 

2. Paul spent the longest time, three years, at the church at Ephesus than any other of his 

church plants.  His dedication was seen in his tender farewell address to the Elders in 

Acts 20:17-38. 

 

3. The overriding message of Ephesians is displayed in the opening paragraphs of the letter, 

which is the grace of God. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Ephesians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 

 

4. The book of Ephesians can be divided up into two main sections. 

 A. Chapters 1-3 focuses on Doctrine 

 B. Chapters 4-6 focuses on Practical living 

 

5. The main doctrinal point that Paul makes is that we’re dead in our sins but made alive in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Ephesians 2:1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 
 

NIV Ephesians 2:4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 

 

6. A second doctrinal point that Paul makes is that we are saved by Grace through the act of 

our faith and not by our works. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Ephesians 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God-- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

 

7. Paul gives several practical pieces of advice for Christian living. 

 a. Live at peace with each other as one body. 
NIV Ephesians 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace. 

 

 b. Realize that God has gifted us to do good works for His glory. 
NIV Ephesians 4:11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some 
to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for 
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

 

 c. We must be imitators of Christ in our daily lives. 
NIV Ephesians 5:1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
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Philippians & Colossians 
Lesson #44 

Philippians 

 

1. The letter of Philippians was written while Paul was in imprisoned.  It is his most 

personal epistle to any of the churches in the New Testament. 

 

2. Paul’s purpose for writing the letter of Philippians was to thank the church at Philippi for 

their support and gifts brought by Epaphroditus who risked his life making the journey.  

His restored health was seen by Paul as a miracle of God. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Philippians 2:27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only 
but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow… 29 Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor 
men like him, 30 because he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help you 
could not give me. 

 

3. The Church of Philippi was established on Paul’s 2
nd

 missionary Journey.  Among those 

first converts was Lydia, and the Jailer and his household, interestingly neither of these 

two converts are directly mentioned in this letter. 

 

4.  The main theme of the book of Philippians is:  Live for Christ. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Philippians 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

 

Significant passages & teaching in the book: 

 

5. Christians can be assured that the good work that God has started in you He will bring to 

completion. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Philippians 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

 

6. The willingness to please the Father caused Him to leave the glories of heaven to redeem 

sinful man. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Philippians 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 

 

7. Paul encourages us to not let our sinful past weigh down our future work in Christ. 
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Key Verses: 
NIV Philippians 3:13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 

8. Paul reminds the Church that with God we can face any challenge. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Philippians 4:13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  

 

Colossians 

 

1. The Church at Colosse was not established by Paul on a missionary journey.  Most likely 

 it was established by Christians from Ephesus. 

 

2. Although Paul never visited the church as Colosse he heard about the issues of 

syncretism, which is the tendency to introduce new ideas from other philosophies with 

Christianity. 

 

3. Paul’s letter primarily focuses on asserting that Jesus is full deity. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Colossians 2:9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 

 

4. Paul will deal with several specific false doctrines and ideas: 

 A. Jewish Gnosticism: Judaizers were trying to impose the old Jewish laws and 

customs on the new Christians.  Circumcision, dietary laws, 

festival celebrations ect. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Colossians 2:11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a 
circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 
 

NIV Colossians 2:16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a 
religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 

 

 B. Mystical Practices: There was a teaching that focused on the worship of angels, 

thus taking the focus off of Christ as our only mediator to 

the Father. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Colossians 2:17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in 
Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the 
prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up 
with idle notions. 

   

 C. Gnosticism: This was the teaching that one needed to know some secret 

knowledge that only they had received from God, and it 

was not available to all. 
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Key Verses: 
NIV Colossians 1:26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now 
disclosed to the saints. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious 
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

5. After dealing with the Doctrinal issues, Paul will close the letter with practical advice for 

Christian living.  

 

A. They are to set their sights on heavenly things. 
 NIV Colossians 3:2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

 

B. They should rid themselves of immorality. 
NIV Colossians 3:5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 
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1
st
 & 2

nd
 Thessalonians 

Lesson # 45 

1
st
 Thessalonians 

 

1. Church at Thessalonica was established by Paul and Silas on his second missionary 

journey. 

 

2. Paul would write a letter to the church shortly after his leaving, when word from Timothy 

came about some questions the church was dealing with. 

 

3. The letters of Thessalonians are the oldest of Paul’s entire letters known to date.  They 

were written about 20 years following the crucifixion in circa 50 A.D. 

 

4. 1
st
 Thess can be divided into five mains sections: 

 a. The Greeting: Paul’s general greeting, which included Timothy 

and Silas. 

 b. The State of the Church: Paul praises the church for enduring under 

suffering. 

 c. Paul’s relationship to them: Paul reminds them of his ministry among them and 

the message of the gospel. 

 d. The Problems facing them: Paul confronts the moral and theological arguments. 

 c. The Final Exhortation: Paul gives them some final words of encouragement 

and warnings. 

 

5. The Thessalonians thought that the dead in Christ had missed out on the coming of the 

Lord. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Thessalonians 4:14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will 
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 

 

6. The Thessalonian church was also confused about the  return of Christ  

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Thessalonians 5:1 Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you 
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  

 

Other important teachings: 

 

6. Paul encourages the Thessalonians to live out simple God fearing lives, in doing so they 

will be witnessing to their community. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Thessalonians 4:11 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to 
work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and 
so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 
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7. Paul boils down the simplicity of living a God centered life. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Thessalonians 5:16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give thanks in all circumstances, for 
this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 

8. Paul warns the church not to follow every teaching, but rather to investigate and test 

everything. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 1 Thessalonians 5:19 Do not put out the Spirit's fire; 20 do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21 
Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil. 

 

2
nd

 Thessalonians 

 

1. Paul wrote this second letter because of continued misunderstanding from the first letter, 

and the infiltration of a forged letter. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Thessalonians 2:1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, 
we ask you, brothers, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter 
supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 

 

2. Paul encourages the Christians at Thessalonica to endure the suffering, knowing that God 

will judge those who persecute them on the day of the Lord’s coming. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Thessalonians 1:6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to 
you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in 
blazing fire with his powerful angels. 

 

3. It is in this 2
nd

 letter that Paul discusses the man of lawlessness. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Thessalonians 2:3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the 
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 

 

4. Some believers in Thessalonica stopped working and simply waited for Jesus’ return.  

This became a burden to the church, and Paul admonished them for their laziness. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Thessalonians 3:10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, 
he shall not eat." 11 We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 
Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. 
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 1
st
 Timothy & 2

nd
 Timothy 

(Lesson #46) 

 

1
st
 Timothy 

1. The book of 1
st
 Timothy was written to Paul’s protégé Timothy while he was ministering 

at the city of Ephesus. 

 

2. These two letters to Timothy were personal in nature and served primarily as an 

encouragement and to give guidance for doctrine and organization of the church. 

 

3. There are several major themes for 1
st
 Timothy: 

 a. The countering of Legalism 
NIV 1 Timothy 1:7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they 
are talking about or what they so confidently affirm. 

 

 b. The rebuking of Heresy 
NIV 1 Timothy 1:3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so 
that you may command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 nor to 
devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. These promote controversies 
rather than God's work-- which is by faith. 

 

 c. The charge to teach the word 
NIV 1 Timothy 4:13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to 
preaching and to teaching. 

 

 d. Conduct of the believers 
NIV 1 Timothy 2:8 I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or 
disputing. 9 I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with 
braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate 
for women who profess to worship God. 

 

 e. Conduct of the leaders 
NIV 1 Timothy 3:1 Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an 
overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer must be above reproach, the 
husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, 
 

NIV 1 Timothy 3:8 Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not 
indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 
 

NIV 1 Timothy 3:11 In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not 
malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 

 

 f. The issue of women’s roles and authority 
NIV 1 Timothy 2:11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not 
permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. 13 For 
Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the 
woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through 
childbearing-- if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety. 
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2
nd

 Timothy 

1. The book of 2
nd

 Timothy was written while Paul was imprisoned for the last time and 

expecting his death to be soon. 

 

2. Dr. Stringfellow has suggested the following outline of the book: 

 a. Chapter One  Paul the Preacher   

 b. Chapter Two  Paul the example 

 c. Chapter Three  Paul the Prophet 

 d. Chapter Four  Paul the Prisoner 

 

3. Facing his own death for the cause of Christ, Paul encourages Timothy to remained 

faithful and not be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Timothy 1:8 So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us to a holy 
life-- not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 

 
NIV 2 Timothy 2:15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 

 

4. Paul tells Timothy that in the last days people will turn away from the truth and corrupt 

the gospel message. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Timothy 3:1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, 
rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- 5 having a form of godliness but denying its 
power. Have nothing to do with them. 

 

5. Despite all the evils around him, Paul charges timothy to stand firm and preach. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Timothy 3:14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 
because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 
NIV 2 Timothy 4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and 
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in 
season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- with great patience and careful instruction. 

 

6. Paul concludes his letter by summarizing his life and future with Christ. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Timothy 4:6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my 
departure. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in 
store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 
day-- and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
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Titus & Philemon 
(Lesson # 47) 

 

Titus 

1. Titus was a gentile convert who accompanied Paul on several of his missionary journeys. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Galatians 2:3 Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though 
he was a Greek. 

 

2. Titus was sent to the Island of Crete to correct problems with the Church there.   

 a. The first problem was to establish the eldership. 
NIV Titus 1:5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was 
left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 

 

 b. The second problem was to silence false teaching. 
NIV Titus 1:10 For there are many rebellious people, mere talkers and deceivers, 
especially those of the circumcision group. 11 They must be silenced, because they are 
ruining whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach-- and that for the 
sake of dishonest gain. 

 

 c. The third problem was to instruct groups on living out sound doctrine. 
NIV Titus 2:1 You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. 

 

  1) Older men: Vs. 2:2  temperate, respectful, sound in faith 

  2) Older women: Vs. 2:3    reverent, not gossips, sober 

  3) Younger men: Vs. 2:6 self-controlled,  

  4) Younger women: Vs. 2:4-5   pure, love their families, submissive 

  5) Slaves:  Vs. 2:9-10 be subject to masters, honest, trust worthy 

 

3. Titus focuses on the “doing” of good works.  Not that salvation is dependent upon works, 

but God does desire for us to have a definite change of behavior after our coming to 

Christ. 

  

Key Verses: 
NIV Titus 3:3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when 
the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we 
had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit,…8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have 
trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and 
profitable for everyone. 

 

4. Many Scholars think that Titus’ Character was better suited for dealing with divisions 

and dissension in the church than Timothy’s, and thus that is why Paul sent him to Crete. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Titus 3:10 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. After that, have nothing to 
do with him. 11 You may be sure that such a man is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned. 
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Philemon 

 

1. Philemon was the leader of a house church in Colosse. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Philemon 1:1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend 
and fellow worker, 2 to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier and to the church that meets in 
your home: 

 

 

2. The main focus of the book of Philemon is on the returning of the runaway slave   

 Onesimus. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Philemon 1:10 I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 

 

3 Paul appeals to Philemon on the basis of love and not by strong arming him. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Philemon 1:8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 
9 yet I appeal to you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul-- an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ 
Jesus-- 

 

4. Paul’s desire is for Philemon to accept Onesimus back as a believer and not just as a 

slave and to allow him to help Paul in his missionary ventures. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Philemon 1:13 I would have liked to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me 
while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any 
favor you do will be spontaneous and not forced. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a 
little while was that you might have him back for good-- 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, 
as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother in the 
Lord. 

 

5. Paul’s actions in this story reflect those of the Good Samaritan in Jesus’ parable.  They 

both interceded on behalf of someone in need and assumed responsibility and the cost for 

their restoration. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Philemon 1:18 If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 
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Hebrews  
(Lesson # 48) 

Background to the Book: 

1. The Book of Hebrews has no named author.  Even during the 1
st
 century church the 

authorship was still unknown.  Some of the names proposed as the authors have been the 

Apostle Paul or the Preacher Apollos.  Both were great orators and firm in their faith. 

 

2. Although that debate rages still for the authorship, let’s examine what we do know about 

that author from the text. 

 A. The author knew the young preacher Timothy 
NIV Hebrews 13:23 I want you to know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he 
arrives soon, I will come with him to see you. 

 

 B. The author writes extremely polished Greek. 

 C. The author knows the Old Testament extremely well. 

 D. The author quotes from the Septuagint, (meaning he is most likely a Hellenistic 

Jew) 

 E. The author clearly has a strong understanding of salvation and how it relates to 

Judaism. 

 

3. The central message of the letter is that the Old Covenant has been replaced by the New 

Covenant of grace found in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Hebrews 10:14 because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made 
holy. 15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 16 "This is the covenant I will make 
with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their 
minds." 17 Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more." 18 And where these 
have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin. 

 

4. The Book of Hebrews focuses on a series of better things in Christ: 

 1) The better Messenger: The Son  
NIV Hebrews 1:1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 

 

1) The better Apostle 
NIV Hebrews 3:1 Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your 
thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. 2 He was faithful to the 
one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God's house. 3 Jesus has been 
found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater 
honor than the house itself. 

 

2) The better Priest 
NIV Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet 
was without sin. 

 

3) The better Covenant 
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NIV Hebrews 8:6 But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the 
covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better 
promises. 7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would 
have been sought for another. 8 But God found fault with the people and said: "The time 
is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah. 9 It will not be like the covenant I made with their 
forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not 
remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. 10 This 
is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will 
put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will 
be my people. 11 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 
'Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12 
For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more." 13 By calling 
this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging 
will soon disappear. 

 

4) The better Sacrifice 
NIV Hebrews 10:11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; 
again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But 
when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of God. 13 Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool, 14 
because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 

 

5) The better Way: by faith 
NIV Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 
not see. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes 
to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

 

5. The Book of Hebrews ultimately strives to get the believer to continue in their faith with 

 Jesus Christ with several “let us” passages. 

 1) Let us hold to our faith. 
NIV Hebrews 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 

  

 2) Let us come to God in Confidence. 
NIV Hebrews 4:16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 

 3) Let us mature in our doctrine. 
NIV Hebrews 6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on 
to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, 
and of faith in God, 

 

4) Let us challenge each other in the Lord, and not forsake corporate worship. 
NIV Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 

 

5) Let us strive for holiness. 
NIV Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, 
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 
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6) Let us stay focused on Jesus Christ 
NIV Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 
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James 
(Lesson #49) 

Background to the text: 

1. The book of James was written to Hebrew Christians, as a practical lesson in Christian 

living. 

 

2. James was the half-brother of Jesus and brother of Jude another N.T. author. 

 

3. James had several significant roles in the New Testament Church: 

a. He saw the risen Lord. (1 Cor 15:7) 

b. James was in the upper room with eleven. (Acts 1:14) 

c. James was one of the leaders Paul confers with after his conversion. (Gal 1:19) 

d. James became the leader of the Jerusalem Church. (Acts 12:17; 15:13) 

e. James presided over the Acts 15 counsel on allowing gentiles into the church. 

 (Acts 15) 

 

4. The major theme of the book of James is found in 1:22 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

 

5. The Structure of the book can be divided into five sections: 

 a. Chapter 1 The testing of faith.  

 b. Chapter 2 Issues of faith and works. 

 c. Chapter 3 Control of the tongue. 

 d. Chapter 4 Submission to God. 

 e. Chapter 5 Patience and Expectant faith. 

 

6. James reminds us that trials and temptations come to every believer, however it is our 

 decision on how we will respond to such testings. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV James 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 
 

NIV James 1:12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he 
will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 

 

7. James seems to contradict Paul’s teaching on faith and works.  Paul stated that we are 

saved by grace and not works.  NIV Ephesians 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--, However James says: NIV 

James 2:17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. So how 

can the two be reconciled? 
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A. Paul is correct when he speaks of being saved by grace.  We don’t earn salvation, and 

we can’t buy it.  It is applied to the believer’s life based on their faith in Jesus as Lord 

and Savior. 

 

B. James is not questioning the saving nature of grace by faith, but rather asking how 

can a person tell if they have a faith that saves?  His point is words are easy to say but 

not meant in the heart of the speaker.  Such words are empty and cannot save. 

 

C. James points out that saving faith is evident by the life of the believer.  Their actions 

back up the words they speak.  Such faith is saving faith, through the grace of Christ. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV James 2:14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such 
faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to 
him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good 
is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But someone will 
say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by 
what I do. 

 

8. James gives a stern warning about the use of the tongue: 

 A. He warns possible teachers to teach with integrity for we are accountable before 

God for what we teach. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV James 3:1 Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we 
who teach will be judged more strictly. 

 

 B. He warns believers to strive to be honoring to God consistently in our speech. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV James 3:9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been 
made in God's likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not 
be. 

 

9. The Christian life is one of submission to God.  Jesus was the perfect example of this 

displayed in the Garden of Gethsemane and on the cross of Calvary. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV James 4:7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

 

10. James reminds us that the Lord’s timing is unknown to man, however we must not give 

up on living for Jesus:  He illustrates this in several ways: 

 

 A. James uses the analogy of the farmer waiting for his crops. 
NIV James 5:7 Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer 
waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and 
spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. 

 

 B. James reminds the believers of the faithfulness of Job the suffering servant. 
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NIV James 5:11 As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You 
have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

 

11. James concludes with some practical advice as we await the Lord’s return: 

 A. When facing troubles the believer should pray.  (5:13) 

 B. If the believer is joyful let him sing and share his joy with others.  (5:13) 

 C. If the believer is sick let him call for the Elders to pray and comfort. (5:14-15) 

 D. If the believer is caught in sin he should seek out an accountability partner to 

confess to and together they can seek God’s grace in prayer.  (5:16) 
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1
st
 & 2

nd
 Peter & Jude 

(Lesson # 47) 

1
st
 Peter: 

 

1. The book of 1
st
 Peter was written to the displaced Jewish believer of Asia Minor to 

encourage them to remain faithful to the Lord Jesus as Savior. 

 

2. The book was authored by Cephas  also called Peter, who was one of Jesus’ original 

twelve disciples and the first preacher of the contemporary gospel message on the Day of 

Pentecost. 

 

3. The Book can be broken down into a series of “H’s” 

 A. A living Hope we have in Jesus. 

  

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Peter 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are 
receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

B. A call to Holiness just as God is Holy. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Peter 1:14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived 
in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 

 
NIV 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 

 

 C. A practical lesson in How to live as Christ did. 

  1. Submission in society. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Peter 2:13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority 
instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to 
governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend 
those who do right. 

 
NIV 1 Peter 2:18 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not 
only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 

 

  2. Submission in the home. 

  

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Peter 3:1 Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, 
if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by 
the behavior of their wives, 
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NIV 1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your 
wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of 
the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 

 

 D. An encouragement to Hold on to your faith during hard times. 

  

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 Peter 5:8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know 
that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 
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2
nd

 Peter: 

1. Whereas 1
st
 Peter was written by Peter through an amanuensis this letter was most likely 

written by Peter’s own hand thus explaining the pour Greek style. 

 

2. Peter points out that the believer’s life must be different from their old nature. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Peter 1:5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 
godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess 
these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and 
has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 

 

3. Peter places a high value and authority on the New Testament scriptures. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 2 Peter 1:20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

  

4. Peter reminds his readers that God is not lazy in his waiting but loving in his delay. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient 
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

 

Jude: 

 

1. The book of Jude was written by the half brother of Jesus and brother of James. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Jude 1:1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, To those who have been called, 
who are loved by God the Father and kept by Jesus Christ: 

 

2. Jude’s desire was to discuss issues of salvation but out of necessity he writes to defend 

the Christian faith. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Jude 1:3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I 
had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 

 

3. Jude gives several examples that the same God who saves will also judge the unrepentant 

sinner. Verse Jude 1:5-10 

  Person / Group     Result 

 a. The Israelites in Egyptian Slavery  Disbelief and wondering 

 b. Fallen Angels     Bound in chains for destruction 

 c. Sodom and Gomorrah    Destroyed by burning sulfur 

 

4. Jude references an interesting story behind the body of Moses. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Jude 1:9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of 
Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!" 
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1, 2, & 3 John 
(Lesson # 48) 

 

1. These three letters were authored by John, the apostle and brother of James also known as 

the sons of thunder. 

 

2. John’s central message for his epistles is:  “We Know” he will use this statement over 30 

times in his writings. 

 

3. Dr. Stingfellow has suggested that the book of 1
st
 John is a series of seven contrasts: 

 a. Light vs. darkness 
NIV 1 John 1:5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is 
light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 

 b. God the Father vs. The World 
NIV 1 John 2:17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of 
God lives forever. 

 

 c. Christ vs. the Anti-Christ 
NIV 1 John 2:18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the 
antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the 
last hour. 

 

 d. Good works vs. evil works 
NIV 1 John 3:24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is 
how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

 

 e. The Spirit vs. the spirits 
NIV 1 John 4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

 

 f. Love vs. pretense 
NIV 1 John 4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 

 

 g. the new birth vs. the world 
NIV 1 John 5:3 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not 
burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that 
has overcome the world, even our faith. 

 

4. John reminds us of the reality that we are all sinners in need of grace. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 John 1:8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 

 

5. John gives us an example of what the grace of Jesus looks like. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 John 2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 
have one who speaks to the Father in our defense-- Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning 
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sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

6. John was clear to the churches of his day that they were living in the “Last Days”. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV 1 John 2:18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, 
even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, 
but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but 
their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 

 

2
nd

 John 
1. The second of John’s epistles is clouded with some mystery as to the recipient (To the 

chosen lady and her children,).  There are two ideas of thoughts on who received this 

letter: 

 a. This “chosen lady” was a real person who was known personally to John and in 

need of some encouragement and doctrinal correction. 

 

 b. This “chosen lady” was a disguise for an unnamed church. 

 

2. 2
nd

 John focuses on the obedience of the believers.  True Christianity can only be 

measured by our walking in the righteous paths of God. 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV 2 John 1:6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the 
beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 

 

3
rd

 John 

1. This third letter was intended for three specific men, Gaius, Diotrephes, and Demetrius. 

 

 A. Gaius: John encourages him to continue in his Christian love and to send out 

workers to the harvest fields. 

Key Verses: 
NIV 3 John 1:5 Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, even though they are 
strangers to you. 6 They have told the church about your love. You will do well to send them on their way 
in a manner worthy of God. 

 

 B. Diothrephes: John warns Gaius about the arrogant and evil behavior of 

Diothrephes and not to imitate him. 

Key Verse:  
NIV 3 John 1:11 Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good 
is from God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God. 

  

 C. Demetrius: Little is known about him although his life reflected the truth of 

Jesus’ teaching and love. 

Key Verse: 
NIV 3 John 1:12 Demetrius is well spoken of by everyone-- and even by the truth itself. We also speak 
well of him, and you know that our testimony is true. 
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Revelation 
(Lesson #49) 

1. One possible structure of the book is as follows: 

 A. The Prologue      1:1-20 

 B. The Revelation of “What is Now”   2:1-3:22 

 C. The Revelation of “What is to come”   4:1-22:6 

 D. The Epilogue 

 

The Prologue 
2. The book of the Revelation was written by the Apostle John. 

Key Verses: 
NIV Revelation 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must 
soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to everything 
he saw-- that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

 

3. The book was written in the later part of John’s life while exiled to the Island of Patmos. 

Key Verse: 
NIV Revelation 1:9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient 
endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. 

 

The Revelation of what is now 
 

The Letters To Seven Churches 

 

The 

Church at: 

The 

Commendation 

The 

Condemnation 

The 

Warning 

The 

Challenge 

Ephesus 

2:1-7 
I know your works Left your first love 

Remember & Repent 

or will remove the 

candlestick 

He that has an ear let 

him hear… overcome 

and live 

Smyrna 

2:8-11 

I know your afflictions 

& poverty 
None given 

The devil will test you, 

some will die 

Be faithful even unto 

death, overcome the 

2nd death 

Pergamum 

2:12-17 

Stayed faithful in the 

midst of apostasy 

Some were practicing 

false doctrine 

Repent or I will fight 

against you 

Listen and overcome 

and receive the hidden 

manna & new name 

Thyatira 

2:18-29 

I know your good 

deeds 

They tolerated the 

ministry of a false 

prophetess  

I will cast judgment on 

her and her followers 

No further burden, 

only hold fast and over 

come 

Sardis 

3:1-6 

Some have remained 

faithful 
Falseness of life 

Remember the 

message and obey it or 

they will not be ready 

for the Lord’s return 

He overcomes will not 

be forgotten by God 

Philadelphia 

3:7-13 

They have not denied 

the Lord 
No Given 

I will protect  you 

during the trials of 

testing 

I am coming soon, 

hold on, the over 

comer will be a pillar 

the temple of God 

Laodicea 

3:14-22 
Nothing Good written They are lukewarm I will spit you out  

Repent and accept the 

Lord’s discipline 

The over comer will sit 

with him on his throne 
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The Revelation of What is to Come 
Key Verse: 
NIV Revelation 4:1 After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the 
voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must 
take place after this." 

 

1) John sees a glimpses of Heaven: 

a. 24 elders 

b. 4 living creatures 

c. The Scroll 

d. The Lamb that was slain 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Revelation 6:1 I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the 
four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, "Come!" 

 

2) The seven Seal are opened up: 

a. Seals 1-4 different colored horsemen 

b. Seal 5 is the souls that are under attack 

c. Seal 6 earthquakes and the 144,000 

d. Seal 7 silence in heaven 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Revelation 8:2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven 
trumpets. 

 

3) The seven Trumpets are sounded by seven Angels 

a. Trumpet 1 hail and fire 

b. Trumpet 2 Mountain thrown into the sea 

c. Trumpet 3 A great star falls from the sky 

d. Trumpet 4 event involving sun, moon and stars 1/3 of day and night dark 

e. Trumpet 5 First woe given Locust that torture 

f. Trumpet 6 Second woe: four angels kill 1/3 of the world by plagues 

g. Trumpet 7 Third woe:  Judgment day has come 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Revelation 12:1 A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in 
pain as she was about to give birth. 

 

4) The woman, the Dragon, and the beast 

a. Woman in labor & delivering a child 

b. Red dragon tries to kill child 

c. Beast from the Sea  

d. Beast from the Earth 

e. Harvesting of the earth 

 

Key Verse: 
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NIV Revelation 16:1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, "Go, pour out 
the seven bowls of God's wrath on the earth." 

 

5) The seven Bowls  of plagues 

 a. Bowl 1 plague of sores 

 b. Bowl 2 Sea become blood 

 c. Bowl 3 Rivers and springs become blood 

 d. Bowl 4 Sun scorches people 

 e. Bowl 5 Darkness  

 f. Bowl 6 Euphrates river dries up / Armageddon 

 g. Bowl 7 Earthquakes and hail 

 

6) Judgment is passed 

a. The whore of Babylon 

b.  Babylon is destroyed 

c. Triumph in Heaven declared 

d. The rider on the white horse 

e. 1000 year reign 

f. Devil and the lake of fire 

 

Key Verse: 
NIV Revelation 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 

 

7) The New Heaven and New Earth 

a. Saved are comforted by God 

b. The new Jerusalem 

c. The river of life flows and trees bloom again 

 

Epilogue 
 

4. John concludes the revelation with some final stern warnings: 

 A. Jesus is coming soon, so keep the words of the prophecy. 

 

Key Verses: 
NIV Revelation 22:7 "Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in 
this book." 

 
NIV Revelation 22:12 "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone 
according to what he has done. 

 

 B. We are warned not to add to or take away from the revelation of God’s word. 
NIV Revelation 22:18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds 
anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19 And if anyone takes words 
away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy 
city, which are described in this book. 


